oy NELSEY OUTR,

A FULL, IMPARTIAL, AND INTERESTING ACCOUNT

or

THIS MOST CRUEL AND REMARKABLE CRIM}

THE TAR AND FEATHERING;

TOGETHER WITH THE ALLEGED MURDER

oF

CHARLES G. KELSEY.

EVIDENCE IN FTULL:!
THE ACCUSED MURDERERS!

DOINGS OF THE “TAR PARTY.”

A EREAY MANY FINE ILLUBTRATIONS.

PHILADELPHIA:
PUBLISHED BY BARCLAY & CO.

Na. 21 Nonrn SQevemmn Cme--—



PLEASE Help Support our work!
Long Island Genealogy is a completely FREE online resource.
Just like everything else today it is getting harder and harder
to maintain our web presence.
There are substantial costs involved with providing a site of this
size and popularity.

If you use our services please consider helping us continue
making it available. All help is appreciated!

Everyday, over 50,000 people search our databases!

We are doing everything possible to keep the site completely
FREE from annoying advertisements and popups.

To make a donation click the "Donate" button below.

Thank you for all your help and comments.
Without you we could do nothing and without your support
we will disappear!

Donate


http://longislandgenealogy.com/Donations.html




krtered nccordirs 5 Act of Congress, in the yenr 1873 by
Kok BARCILAY & CO,
mothe OfMce of the Librorviany of Gongress, at Washington, D. C.

e e — w7



!

T1S

hat! ANNG G FERTHERING DUTR

IN

[TUNTINGTON, LONG ISLAND.

O )

N

21 s believed the particulars herein navrated o the fate that befel
> Charles G, Kelsey stind withoat a pavadlel in the st ol crueltiva
'(')1' inflicted upon hamanity by men Hving within the pale of civiliza
Q“% tion, and the revelation, as might be expeeted, has excited a won-

derfnd and intense tnterest i the pubhe mind everywhere.

The villaze ol Hontineton, which has acquived such an nnenviable fume

inconseqnence of this event, as said Lo be the linest as recards natuenl

Leauties on the whole of Lone Ishand. T s sitnated about thivty-cicht
miles from New Yorl, on the Sound side; i Bes snocle embosomed o
a Jovely valley, suvronnded by o succession o hills and browd rolling
plateans,  Ov every hand are indications ol theilt and prosperily.  NMany
Comities from New York spend the ssummer in the village, hiving in their
own cullages—comfortable dwellings thal grecy the eve whichever way ono
may Lurn, and which at once stamp their owners as beie the possescora of
wealth and o high dezree of velinement, Before the orenrence nidhie is-
gracelul act that vests npon it Jike o padl of gloom, and which B e Tk
an insilious monster into hitherto peaceful houscholila veclin s asunder

fansily connections, and placing a bharrier npon the intunaey that oimerly

—gxisted, no more sheinl community could be found.

The individuals who have figured in this Tamentahle affiie Lelons t the
oldest and muost aristoeratic families, und ave of the hichest cluss of 1espeet-
ability.  Lhe three prominent ones are Dr. Banks, Clawlins B, Prime, and
Royal Sammis. The former is a physician of excellent reputation mnd largo
practice, and before the linking of his name with an net that must forever
blight his future caveer, was held in great esteem by every one as a high
toned and Christian gentleman—a man who would naturally invite rather
than repel friendship, and one whom a stident of physiognomy would
certainly bot consider capible of assisting in the perpetration of =0 horriblo
a crime.  Prime and Sammis are both well known residents of the place,
and the latter is believed to be the leading spivit in the tarring and feather-
g operation,



one whose ancestry, for many generations back, was identified with- the
growth and progress of the town. His childhood and early youth were
spent 10 its quiet precincts, and within the walls of the village school-house,
that posscsses in the range of its acquiremenls almost the advantages of a
seminary, he experieoced the first gradual awakening of a slumbering
genins,  His family and friends watched with a sense of pleasure the
development of young Kelsey’s love of knowledge, and prophesied for the
_boy a future fraught with high and noble lionors in the broad field of
poctry and literature.  Whether these lofty aspirations were ever realized
on his part it is difficult to say, although it must be conceded that he pos-
sessed some literary ability, as a few of his published productions will
shovw,

Several years ago Kelsey became highly enamored of one Julia Smith,
then a mere schoolgirl, and paid her particular attention. He sought her
socicty, intruding hirself upon ber notice wheneyer au occasion offered, and
andeavored by all thearts he posscesed to arouse in the maiden’s heart a
return of his tender passion.

Miss Smith, though not remarkable for her beauty, was eonsidered hand-
some, and possessed many winning ways that gained for lier the respect
and admiration of the sterner sex. An air of becoming grace marked her
every movement, and the expression of sweetness that shone from her
lustrous cyes betolened a rare degree of amiability and a refined and
cultivated intellect.

It would appear that Ielsey, being of an amorous turn, placed his entire
affections upon Julia,  Ie determined to link his destiny with hers when
she sbould Dbe of the proper age to marry. He made her the idol of his
mental worship.  Ier face was the barometer of his happiness. He became
a monouwawniae in his Jove for Julia, who was yet too young to fully
analyze lxcr felings, or to comprehend the depth and power of the mystic
IXJSSK)“.

Oh, womau ! what an influence thou dost wield upon the fate of man !
Thy bright smiies attract, thy heavenly form inspires sentiments of adrmira-
tion, until down in the depths of the beart, a hidden flame burns with
ever increasing plow, and pervades the entire being with cmotions of a
new-born rapture! )

And so it was with Charles 1Celsey.  He was brought under the spell of
Julia’s personal chavms, and he lavished upon her all the Jove of his ideal
nature.  That the affection he at first manifested for her was actuated by
fair and honorable motives, perhaps no one will question; but his
subscquent conduct would put to the blush any lover of virtue, and cer-
tainly surpasscs in conception and detail the most sensational work of
fiction.

Miss Julia was an orphan, and the protegée of her aged grandmother Mrs.
Oukley. These two lived by themsclves in a handsome villa, adjoining the




S wor w3 the champion of the lonely girl, who uniortnnatcry buu wo wisi
s setor in the little family of which she was an imporiant member.
e years came and went, bul the passing Gine bronght with it no abate-
i cvntof the passion thal dwelt Tike a consuming fire in the breast of tho
" S tated man.
“1iss Smith, now grown to younz womanhood, was the soic object of his
*ations, which were of so persistent a nature as to be in the highest
<levee annoying Lo her,

It is stated that the yonung lady never, in word or action, gave the least
enconragement to her devoted admiver; and she emphatically declares thig

. . (n be true, and that she repelled his protestations of love, and in every way
tried to avoid him.

It is certainly a novel idea fora man to persist so strenuously in monopo-
lizigz the socicly ol a young Tady, and claiming her as his espeeial property,
without her consent; and this view of the ease has been vigorously com-
bated, and many cling (o the belie! that Jelsey’s devotion was reciprocated,
until the appearance on the seene o Royal Samimis; ag an aspitant for her
hand, when at once a fierce vivaley sprung up belween the two, that found
its culmination inthe awful deed that has darkened the fair fame of the
once proud and happy village. .

Mr. Sammis found favor in the sight of Miss Smith, and as a result of
the ncquaintance, became the aflianced of the lady, who thus hoped to be rid
of Kelsey’s persecutions.

Previous to this turn of affaire, and dating baclk to Miss Julia’s school
days, these persecutions had been simply intolerable.  Letters were continu-

\ ally sent claiming her Tove and attention, and when this species of corres-
pondence failed of its object, another was substituted, of a character to
- awalen prurient desires on the part of the recipient.

Let it be borne in mind that during all this time Charles G. Kelscy was
a member of the First Presbytevian chureh, in the village, as was also Miss
Julia Smith.  That he was in good standing among the brethren, a worker
in the Sunday school, and onc whose voice was often heard in prayer and
exhortation to the Throne of Grace.

Iow this apparent devolion to piety can be reconciled with the nature of
his conduct towards Miss Swith, it is beyond the len of the writer to deter-
minc.

While the breath of aspersion need not be raised against one who has
reached the confines of the grave, candor compels a recognition of the facts
as they existed, according to the statements of thuse who at least ought to
lknow.

Kelsey’s mania for poetry had indeed developed itself. Ilc wrote her
verses without end of mecaningless nonsense, which she consigned to tho
flames. e held imaginary interviews with her, which his facile pen de~
geribes, as a romance, in voluminous lotters, one of which is here appended ¢



TARRING AND FEATHERING OUTRAGE.

Good morning, Julia!” «aid Ovlog; “I winso glad to see you, Tt scems
we since I met you, I know you are not to blame, dear Julia,  Al-
uh I have had some nnwnvmns, and they have chn painful to me.
a,” said he with deep carnestness, “can I yet hope ?”
alia did not answer, but asked Orlos to give her the boolk he held in his
d. She opened it and wrote, with a lead peneil, something upon the
leaves, and then handed it back (o him,

Onlos said Julia, “if' I scemed to have shunned you for some time past,
ras not because my recard for you was Jess, but for fear something might
livaulged that would “be prejudicial fo us both.  You know how very
¢h ommccd arandmother is to your attentions,  She can searcely bear the
nzhts of it.  Grandmother is so kind and good to me, it is painful to do-
tlmw against her will.”

“You need not do anything against her will,” said Orlos; “if you do-
compromise matters with hier she will not be any the wiser for all that
v transpive, especially il you seem fo fall in with her views or give your
isent to minor particulars; and thus lull her suspicions.”

¢I don’t like to play the hypocerite and deccive BI\Ill(]lHO[]lCl‘ cither,”
d Jaling “but T don’t see any other way of gelting over it at present.”
““Phere are a oveat many things,” said ()110\ “allowed in love and war,
rich would he wpxch( asible in time of peace.”
Julia smiled ; she saw the force of the analogy. A pause ensued.  Julia
od pnzing into the waters which wont murmuring beneath their feet.
cery feature was motionless. She socmul like some valley nymph of olden
vy subdued by an irresistible power—a power which sho did not in heart
sh to resist.

After a few moments Julia suddenly torned to Orlos to bid him goodbye.
'los extended his hand, and as he held her hand he felt reassured ; and in
ose deep lovelit eves, where he gazed, he clearly saw the destiny that
aited him—the doubts roll away and reveal the serenity of abiding affce-
n. '

1t was row neatly school time.  The first bell had rung long ago. Julia
de Orlos a smiling adicun, and; tipping off the bridge, was soon lost to
hit.

Orlos hiere expresses the cestatie delight into which he is plunged by the
ppesititious interview, and then resumes as follows :

White indaleing jn these vagrant fancies he bethought himself of the
oballe pestage that Julin had left him in the album leaves of his Plato.

¢ auickly tarned (o it, and what was his surprise in finding a pretty little

e, inomost beantiful chivography, reading thus:

Ny Dear Onnos:

“Mect me at the bridge to-night, at cight o’clock.

Your affectionate J.

“Pe sure (o come.”

Orlos could seareely believe his senses for very joy. It eame to him asan
acle, opening to him the future in long bnnlw vistas, where all Llu, joys
at cnlln could give awaited him,

e stoud uml\\'.\) between the bright dreams of other days—dreains which
s searcely had daved hope to see fulliled—and their final and perfeet . . . .
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[tis well to remark that whenever his Jetters had the unmistakable stamp
of indeeency aboul them he used the signature of *“ Carthalo !” while those
that mizht be considered above censure bore his rightful name.  Of course
“the former are nufit for publication.

When the character of the correspondence which Kelsey was in the habit
of serdine to Mixs Julin beeame known to her grandmother, it excited un-
boanded wnprise. The handwriting was - cnsily recognized, the author wag
Loown, < Cartdees 7 eould nobimitate a chirography foreign to his style,
Do G Tetiers the nselves were obseene in the broad eense of the term,
Plasintepistlos, drnly, for a “lover” to send to her whom he would make
1

TR
O
grapis, fewd b ehraeter atd desigo, picturing the worst thoughts of' a de-

praved imasinalion, .

coally letters were received, containing within them earle photo-

Steps were ab onee taken by the venerable geandparent, whose wrinkled

Lrow was siivered with the frost ol seventy winters, to prevent their recep-
tion 1 tiee honse,

Instructions were given nol to take any letters or correspondence whatso-
ever, in Kelsev's handwriting, [rom the post office.

Findgine this oul, after the lapse of a litte time, the determined suitar
chaneed his plan of netion. Tle had his Jetiers addressed and mailed in
New Yook, and elsewheres He dogued hee steps more closely than before,
1105 habits beeame like those of the midnight prowler. Ile would steal into
the yard ol the Oakdey premises, and endeavor to gain access to the young
lady’s bedehamber. On one oceasion he succeeded in entering her room, by
means, it is sopposed, of a rope ladder.  Tortunately it was not occupied by
her on that nighit.

The following is the account of it, as told by Mrs, Oalkley :—There
was o visitor at our honse, a married Jady, occupying my granddauglhter’s
bed that night. She woke about midnight on feeling a hand across lier
breast, and on rezching down ghie met another hand.  She suddenly seized
both handsy and started bolt uprieht on the edge of the bed.  She hield the
man fast eud ealled out Toud, “Who are you?”  She repeated the question
twice in i Gl Jouder and more commanding tone of voice, and then the an-
swer came, 1 you won’t say anything I'll tell you.”  She promised not to
say « word *fand then he whispered in her car, ¢ Kelsey.”  She immediately
Jumped out of bed, reached her hand up for his hair, but finding noue on
the top, she slipped over his car and eaught him by his Jong curls behind.
Witlt the other hand she held on to his whiskers.  She dragged him over
to the door, but he braced himself so ticht against the wall she was unable
to get him out, so she quickly let him go and turned the key of the door oa
him from the outside. She thought she had him a prisoner sure. She came
down stairs, waked me and the girls up and said there was a man in her
bedroom named Kelsey. We all laughed at the idea, and said she must be
dreaming.  None of us thought for a moment that she was serious. Finally



went upstairs, opened the door and Jound nobody in the room.  Then

felt satisfiedd she must have been dreaming, but she got provoked and
d, “Now, Mrs. Oaliley, sit down there for a moment and I'll tell you the
wole aftair.”  She told all ihat occurred just as T have told it to you, and
anwhen we went to examine the window we found the green Liinds had
en pulled open. The window itself was up, as it was summer time, but
¢ outside blinds were always kept closed. Next morning early T went out
dexamined the ground under the bedroom window 'm(] found marks of g
dder in the sod. “Plhiesecond time he came my granddaughter Abby was in
¢ bed, she woke up hearing the blinds opened and saw a man pulling his
aad hack and disappenring down a ladder. This was 1Cclsey too.”

Tt is but fair (o state that the friends of Nelsey do not believe half the

alts it have been broug harge, and in the eriminations and re-
dminatois that have been handied about the utmost chaos prevails. ‘I'hey
celare that hewas never guilty of writing obscene literature to Miss. Smith,
nd can almogt prove it was (he work of some infamous scoundrel, who dc—
ired to Lring ruin upon him and injure his chances with her, and who
ounterfeited his (Kelsey’s) handwriting in the letters for that purpose.
some of his communications (o her were innocent enough samples of which are
"is appended to
ach, bul as he was in the habit of writing over this signalure whenever the

were given. Singular as it way appear, the title “ Carthalo’

agary inspived him, the use of it in these instances may not appear so inex-
licable.

These verses and the accompanying prose contain nothing that would
hock the purest nature, and ave innocent enough for a lady’s album ;

TO LILLY.

Thou, amid beauty’s Jight art going.
Tad ever form thy ]undhnu cye?
Its Livight, celestial beams are ilomng

Tike star light from the sky

Like an angel fair thou art gliding
Awmid dewdrops and rainbow hues

As _rm_y-(ingcr(r(l morn is guiding
Day 1o shades that twilight strews.

)

Tresher than morning’s pearly dew .
Ay thy beauty ever be—

Not [ading as the flowers that strew
With petals a path for thee.

Shining like the stars above thee
With beanty’s suered glow,
With o constant heavt to love thee,
Mayest thoun onward go.
Canrruaro.

~4
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Juliz, dear, vou ave a vewitsul givl and T wish the whole world should

know it. Lnnw to e, my love, and your name and memory will yet be’

admived.  Dou’t fear to act, darling.  You will triumph at last if you do

not lose heart. Be a heroine, Julia, and confide in me and all will be well.

Good-by, darling ! Carrnaro.

The following Tetter hears the impress of sincerily and deep earnestness,
and a perusal of it will earry the conviction that- at times Ielsey’s inten-
tions were not altogether dishonorable:

Duaw Juriac:—Don’t let any one see this letter, will you, durling ? |

Julia, my dear givl, i you wre willing to be my wite, it does not matter
lrow nt i= |nnl|”h[ .1lmnt now, as lmw as the world Liows not of it. You
will find in (||(‘(ll)l(ll\ of \\1[0 (||(- sweetest of exiztence. Tha joy and
debiohit of realized Tove will repas vou for all you have endured to gain
them. It youwill consent to be married L will do all [ promised you.
The volune of pactry will be published for you.  You will have a nice
Louse butic ior vou.  Woewiil take o trip to 111101)«. and visit Iongland

and Fearce. Yoo witl then, deary, be the first yotmzstady in llunlmntoxr

\\".m has e to BEarope nwl \won llnoutrl) her love and hevoism a \'ohlme

[ poems which may vet wive hee a title to remembrance,  But if you wish
m win all this, vou must he hold and fearless, throwine aside all fear and
sliame, and resolitely facing the issue, determined (it you will succeed.
This is the onty way, the oniy hope of gaining the ends L trust you are
seeking, T vonare \"‘HIII' to look we in the hc“ with your sweet, loving
eyes, vou nu'hL not to he ashamned Lo come to my arms when a bood
(n‘)pm(nml} [)1(-.~(,n!>, itsell. You will never vegret it.

Don’t yvou think you had hetier Tet. me see you on come Sundav evening
after your company has gone? L will meet you in the basement of your
lum-:c. No one need an‘ anything about 1t I shail never sy i word
of i, You will be safe, deary., ‘There s 00 canse for cither fear or slumc
You ave doins neefestly n'm( in encourazing one who has dore o muceh for
vou, and see Int your folles do not (lcfc"t you and snnil cone plans,
%lloult L T vot see vou I will write as usualy and you ean Lcop company the
same s ever,

You must be shirewd and cover your purposes well if you wish to sue-
L;LLI Tt us see i we cannot get along without any more (rouble, I
wish to ke everviisineg as ple vant (o you ns I possibly can. T earnestly

o~

lope, darling, voor <1|L-n1s of Tife mayv be fullv vealized. T think, my:

dear, il trust .m(l conlidenee are pl weedsin me your dream will he vealized.
-~ CAanriato.

When it was found that te poor deluded Kelsey would not cease lis
anmanly pessecutions. of his own free will, it was sugsested by fiiemlds of
the fumily that Miss Jalia should invoke the aid of the law in her belialf;
but when she was told that i Tegal proceedings were instituied he wonld
have to appeas as o witoess in the case, her naturid modesty rebelled a the
thought of appearing in publie and relating the disoraceful story of her
wrongs, and the project was at once abandoned.

At this juncture Dr. Banks, with others, figures in (he scene in the
capacity ‘of w mediator, to put a stop to the disgusting annoyances to which
Miss Smith was subjected.



Celsey wasg warned in a friendly way to desist, but he did not heed the
ning.  Joven Mrs. Oukley attempted to remonstrate with him, and
nted out the folly of his course.

Dne evening, according to the statement of a neighbor, when he had
led to press his claims for an audience with Miss Julia, she met him at
door. She told him he would not trouble her in that way if her hus-
d was alive; and he, with an insinuating socer, said, “Maybe I
nhlo’t” @ You know,” continued Mrs. Oakley, “if Miss Smith had a
sther or father you vould not torment her thus.”  Ilis reply was simi-
iy deliant.

[t is neeessary to insert the following letter, written nearly fonr yor
5, to show how persistently Ielsey labored to secure a return of his affee-
ns,  The name of the writer is omitted,  In it the author intercedes, in
spirit of friendliness, for the unhappy girl. Tt reads as follows::

n. Cuarnres Kiesey, .
Dear Sir :—1t is rather a delicate duty I have been ealled upon to doj;
is in reference to your persistent endeavors to make Miss Julia Smith
reive your attentions. 1 have been called upon as a friend and neighbor
put a stop to your continued insults to this young lady, without a fallier
brother to protect her.  You have been told by herselt that she did not
sh your socicty in any wav.  Ier grandmother has also spoken to yon
d ssked you fo stop. This has all” been done hoping you would fake
nsideration and put an end to dogging a young and unguarded Iady,
serever shie should go in the evening. Your letters to her also are nn
trage to civilizalion; even by these you have made yoursell amenable
the laws of your town. 1 have been grieved for a long time to see the
happiness of a neighbor in being compelled to stay at honte for fear of
eting a young man bronght up in her own community. Tt is a shame
4 disgrace. I hope you will take this warning from a friend and desist

interference with (his young lady.  We do not wish to bring it hefore
» public, but i nol stopped immediately we will be compelled to do so.
me of your Jetlers ave at hand, and others have been read by some of
s neighbors, that ave ready to come forward with what you have written.
ns a friend, desive your good as well as others, and hope there will be
thing further, but will drop right here.  You certainly know that you
ot compel w young lady Lo accept your socicty.

Yours, respectfully,
cember 20th, 1869.

I'o this a remarlkable answer was at once returned, which is given below,
batim et lileratem.

HunrixaToN, December 20th, 1869.

Sir:—"The most that 1T have to say in answer to your insulting note of
v 20th is that, il T ever receive another such anone from you, I shall
e immediate summons for you to appear before a Court of Justice.

You evidently know nothing of what you are doing, and it is this fact
ne that shiclds you from the utmost rigor of the Inw.  If you supposo
1 have ability to efleet what persons of groater means and sbronger Leu’ds
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than yourself have fuiled to do, you are a sillier man than I supposed you
were.

As to the affair of whioh you have made yourself the oracle I will say
that there are fwo sides to dhis, as there are to most other questions; but
what has been done upon the young lady’s side I shall not stoop so low
as to inform such an intermeddler ag you are. But I will say, for your
special benefit, that you had better be a little careful, a3 you are intruding
yoursel{ upon matters, the result of which, in reference to yourself, may
cost you miore than all you possess. It is only your presumed ignorance.
of the truc state of things that prevents me from making you immediately
such an example as would eflectually deter all others from following in
your footsteps.

The young lady has friends powerful enough to put a stop to all this
if she wishes it without their calling upon you; they are only making a
tool of you, and T am sorry to say, sir, that you have not sense enough to
know it. Crarres G. KEL8EY.

P. S.—You need not fear, sir, that I care for publicity in this matter.
I only wish you to take the first steps and 1 would sweep your fortune
away with a stroke.  Now, sir, i you desire to come in conl{ict with me,
cuter the arena and our swords will clash, and, if I am not mistaken, you
will find yourself to have undertaken something you have not brains
enough to ncoomplish. C

Dr, Banks and Royal Sammis, [lclsey’s successful rival, determined to
end the clandestine demonstrations of the latter beneath Miss Julin’s window,
and for that purpose maintained a vigilant wateh of the premises. It was
decided by a few who were in the disagrecable secret, that the man should
be punished in some way or other for his audacity, and that the vile perse-
cutions should entirely cease.

With thig object in view they took turns in guarding the house at night,
in the hope of catching the intruder,  But Kelscy was cunning as well as
shrewd, and was not to be caught so casily. On one occasion Dr. Banks
nearly succeeded in placing his hands upon him, but the man’s superior
fleetness of limb and the darkness aided him in eflecting his escape.

The crisis at length arrived, It was determined to scize him whenever
the opportunity offered, and administer a coating of tar and feathers. The
night of the 4th of November, 1872, was chosen for the work. That
evening the village was overllowing with people. The spacious brick hall
on the main street was brilliantly lighted, and crowded with listeners. A
Democratic meeting wag in progress; and the following day the sun would
dawn upon excited hosts of men arrayed in a peaceful battle for the Presi-
deney. At the close of the demoustration the hotels were filled with men
refreshing themselves at the bar, and engaged, meanwhile, in carnest con-
versation.

While these seenes were transpiving in the village proper, a very difTerent
onc was in preparation on the premises of Murs, OQukley. A band of masked
men had assembled in the rear of the widow's house to abuse and maltreat
a fellow !)L:'n—x.g'.r‘ The Jaw that would have thrown its protecling arms



avouna e sacred purity o womanhood, was set aside to make room for the
application of the most shameful nulwmtw

The night wus intensely davy and achill like the breath of winter was in
|

the air, that viereed Coonsh thics garments to the very bone. A slight

wind rostied the Tow-Loai b Leoelies of the willow trees, that reaved their
el hexas foeoabeve ity shadows) and the vibration produced a
musicid sonnd that vos sl oo weind=iike inoits sadness. A spell scemed Lo

rest upon the fiee o natere, as il conscious of the tragedy about to he

cancted. The coud, glinnmering stars shone faintly down through the gloom,
and twinlded over the spot which was to witness an act of cruelty that the
wild, untamei savage ol the plains would scorn to inflict.

In silence the disguised men awaited their vietin’s return from the poli-
tical meeting in the direction of his home. :

Unconscious of his impending doom hie haslens on, the c¢hilliness of the
atmosphere lending specd 1o his steps. The darkness is all about him, bat
in his soul there is a light and warmth that proclaim him an inmnmortal
being, and that whatever sin and folly he may have been guilty of) he is
still an objeet of merciful compassion in the cyes of THm who taketh cogni-
zance of all ITis creatures.  Life is sweet to him as to another, and no appre-
hensions of approaching danger rest upon his mind.  ITe passes the ambush,
and is scized by strong and resolule hands that quickly convey him, weak
and trenbling with the agony of Iis ucwly—'1\\‘n|\'cnc(1 fear, to a spol a few
yards distant from the south corner of Mrs, Oalk ley’s ])()l)h(‘ Herve the

taid upoa the ground, while his captors deliberately proceed

Lelpless man is
to cut off his hair and whiskers. The former is very long, and falls in
curling masses around his neck. This being completed, Ke!s(_-)' was siripped
to the skin, and while quaking in the keen elill of the November night,
was {reated (o an application of tar and feathers. A public exhibition of
him was then made for the benefit of the femules who were asscinbled af
the Touse.  While they stood on the back piazza, enjoying the unns
spectacle, Drc Banks entered the yard from his house, adjoining, carryine
LEmtern in his haed, ITle Leld it up before Kelsey (o show thie Tadies

it was,  The victim, staeg (o desperation by his treatment, flung a Loy
which hit the glass and sm:mln.“] it.  Then (he doctor swone the disablea
Lintern avound, and, whetizer by aceidenl or design, it struck Ilcleey on the
bead. They then gave the shivering creature his clothes, and amid the
houts wad jeers of his tormentors he was allowed to depart,

TTere an important Jink in the chain of facts is wanting, and from the
time thal Nelsey Toft the yard of (he Oakley residence, the mystery has
continued to deepen. A urder was committed on that night, Kelsey being
the vietim, Added to murder, and probably the cause \\lnch produeed Ins
death, wats o horrible and n:mu:lc» mulilation.  The next morning marks
of asevere strogele were discovered in the yard of the Kelsey residence, and
1 fresh wavzon track was Gracal Tooan unfrequented spot on Tloyd’s Beach,
A boat was also scen in the carly hours of that morning to put ofl' from the
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shore, with two men in it, and it was observed to contain a heavy burden,,
which was not in it when the boat returned. Shortly after some artioles,
consisting of a shirt, a boot and u necktie, were found on the beach. The
lower front of the shirt was blood-stained.

These evidenees, together with the sudden disappearance of Kelsey, tended
~atill more to the beliel that a crime had been committed.

On an aflidavit made by the brothers of the missing man, sctting forth
their belief in his death, and that he was the victim of foul and unlawful
treatment, an inquiry was opened in the village, before Justice Monfort, and:
the result was, that after a considerable delay, Dr. Banks, Claudius B.
Prime and Royal Sammis were jointly accused of riotous conduct, and the
grave charges were sustained by the Grand Jury in a subsequent indictinent.

The investigation caused a genuine commotion at the time, in consequenoe

of some judicial acts which were considered by the accused as irregular, and
which involved several avrests for contempt.

In the meantime the particulars*(as far as known) of the outrage fur-
nished a topic for disenssion by people far and wide. A wordy contest wax
commenced in the Tocal papers, ol which there were three published in the
village at the time. The division of sentiment produced in this way ex-
tended through the whole town, and threatened to create two bitter and
opposing factions. ‘I'he tar party, in point of numbers, was numerically
small, but wealthy and influential; while the party that opposed the oulrage,
and held to the principles of Jaw and order, composed by far the larger
portion of the inhabitants.  In all public aflairs this difference of feeling
was manifest.  olities was tainted with it, and it was made an issue in the
local elections, which was respectively represented by the “tar” and “anti-
tar” adherents. ISven the cause of religion felt the influence of the dis-
turbing clement, and for a time it was feared that the doctrine of salvation,
which the Divine Master came to teach, would suffer a serious drawbaclk by
the “apple of discord” which was introduced into the churches. Those
who felt the disgrace of the cruel outrage that had been perpetrated in their
midst, could not bring themselves to bLelieve that anything more was in~
tended on the part of Banlks, Sammis, Prime and company than a slight
punishment of Xelsey for his offences. It was impossible to associate the
thought of murder with men who had always borne so good a name in the
community, and from the mass of opinions t*is theory was adduced, that
those engaged in the affair were obliged to sa___fice him for their own pre-
servation.  Althoagh masked, and aided by the darkness, as they thought,
beyond the pow:s of recognition, it transpires that Kelsey—his senses ren-
dered pretern'a‘tum]ly sharp by the horrors of his condition—did recognize
at least two of his assailants, and threatened them for the outrage. And
that they, fearing the results to them of their night’s work, in the event of
Kelsey’s putting his threat in force, determined to finish the matter and
forever silence the tongue that might compromise their individual safety..
“Dead men tell no tales” might have been their motto, and, acting up tow
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8, they followed him to his home, and while he was in the yard, endeav-
ng to wash off the marks of his disgrace, they could have seized him and
t him to death; and then, with a desire to conceal all traces of their
me, could have conveyed his body to the deepest spot in Lloyd’s Harbor,
d fasten heavy weights to it that it might sink everlastingly from
rht. ‘

The watch which he was accustomed to wear was found in his bedroom,
ith the chain detached, which would imply that XKelsey must have entered
¢ house before proceeding to cleanse himself.

On the other hand, those persons who are classed as “tarites,” and wlo
we feigned uncommon sympathy for the men concerned in the outrage,
wlare that Kelsey deserved all the punishment lie received ; that he was
»t murdered, and that somewhere in the United States he was in hiding,
aiting to consummate a terrible revenge upon his enemies. It was cven
id that he had Leen seen and rccogm/ed on several occasions by persons
miliar with him, in public conveyances, travelling through the country.
hese, however, were idle rumors, or else eases of mistalen identity.

It was resolved by those who were anxious to clear up the mystery, and
‘ing the guilty ones to punishment, which could not be done without the
scovery of more positive proof, that the authoritics should move vigor-
1sly in the matter.

To this end the supervisor of the town offered a reward of $760 for the
~oduction of the body of Charles G. Kclsey, dead or alive, which was in-
ccased by the further sum of $500 promised by his relatives.

But the offer of a reward brought no tidings of his fate!

The ice which scaled np the waters of the harbor prevented any scarch
rr the remains, and with the reflection that time, perhaps, would unravel
ie tangled and iysterious affair, the people rested from their excitement,
ad the popular interest decidedly abated.

Meanwhile Miss Julia Smith, the young lady who had been the cause
T all the trouble, was allied in marriage to Royal Sammis, and the tragio
1d of poor IKelsey was somewhat forgotten,

The time rolled on until nearly ten months had passed away. The dark
ad dreadful seeret still Tay hidden deep down in the hearts of the perpe-
ators of the deed, where it must have gnawed like a canker-worm, filling
1em with all the tormenting horrovs of a bitter remorse.

The waves that dashed their foaming sides against the lonely beach, or
ppled along the shore, seemed o utter in monotonous pleadings, “ Where
v Kelsey!”  The very trees that spread out their thick, interlaciag
ranches to cateh the pure sun-light of heaven, and rustled their myriad
:aves in the gently passing breeze, caught up the sad refrain and joined to
he echo, “ Who were his murderers ?”

But an unexpected retribution was at hand!

On the 29th d ay of August 187$ two ﬁshcrmcn JolmA IFranklin and

Now :w Nunior NRav nntiend a
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singular object floating on the water. A close inspection proved it to be
the nether portion of & human body. When this discovery was made, a
suspicion at once (lashed across their minds that it was the remains of the
missing 1Celsey.  They fastened a line to it and towed it ashore, and imme-
diately notified the Coroner.

At once the important news spread with the speed of lighfning to the
adjoining villages, and aroused the inhiabitants to a wonderful pitch of
excitement. The all-absorbing story was on every tongue, and the agita-
tion was tenfold increased when the character of the mutilations, which the
remains showed indubitable evidence of; became lnown. '

In the midst of the prevailing tumult, there were found many who seri-
ously questioned the identity of the remains with Kelsey, and treated the
whole matter with apparent contempt. ‘These nonc-belicvers were princi-
pally of the tar parly, including that class of doubters who view every
thing with distrust that does not agree with their mode of reasoning.

The portion of the bady found was encased in a pair of black pants. A
gold watch chain, discolored by Jong remaining in the water, was hanging
to the inside of them, and in one of the pockets a small picee of a rubber
comb,

At the opening of the inquest, which drew a very large crowd of spee-
{ators from the surrounding country, the first witness called was John A.
Tranklin, one of the finders of the body, Ile testified substantially as fol-
lows :

“\While out in a small boat, midway between Plumb Point and More’s
Point, over what we call “The Appletrees,” I saw a black object on the
surface of the water, and as such sights were customary I did not pay any
particular attention fo it ; I was about to draw r  dredge, when my com-
panion, William B. Ludlam, said, “John, hereis a body !’ I pulled up my
dredge and deposited it in the boat, and went towards Ludlam’s; when I
ot close enough to sce the objeet plainly, I said, It is nothing but a pair of
pants!” Believing what I said to be true, I took hold of the pantsand then
discovered it was part of a carcass. ¢ Great God! John,” said I, ‘it is a
bady, with nothing but the hip bones left!” I told Ludlam to tic a picce
of string that was in the bow of my boat to the hand of the pants, and
sceure it to the boat; he then said he would toss up with me to see who
would tow it to More’s Point; I said T would not, and told him to tow
the body, and I would row ahead and go for the Coroner. . . . When
the body was found it was covered with sea spiders.”

William B. Ludlam corroborated the statement of the previous witness,
as regards the finding of the body, in allits details, :

Mr. William 8. I{clscy, the youngest brother of the deceased, was next
called. TIlis testimony is important concerning the question of identity.
It is as follows:

“T have viewed the remaing found in the bay, and have recogrized them
a8 those of my brother; this recognition was cansed by the tar and féathers

)



and the wateh chain, which has been in the family for twenly years; the
comb is also the one carried by him; the pants I cannot recognize positively,
for the reason that they are worse for being in the water, but it is my belief
that the pants found are those of my brother, for they were black cloth and
cut tight, and fitted very well ; on the 4th of November last, at noon, I saw
my brother for the last tine ; on that night (Monday) he went to the town
to attend a democratic meeting, and was tarred and feathered ; I never saw
Lim after that day, and none of the family have since heard of him ; this
chain (chain handed to witness) is my brother’s; he had worn it for years;
it was a small chain, and he often remarked that it was too small; I have
scen him tie it together.”

Mrs. Sarah Willetts, a sister of I{elsey, also fully identified the chain, and
was very much affected at sight of it.

The following medical testimony of Dr. M. Cory will explain the con-
dition in which the remains were found :

“Am a graduate of the College of Physicians and Surgeons; was called
by Coroner Baylis on Ifriday, about ten o’clock in the morning, to view the
remains found in the bay ; I found that the parts wero much decomposed ;
the bones of the pelvis on the inner side were devoid of flesh, but on the
thighs there was a considerable amount which, although decomposed, was
intact ; the lower extremities wero entirely denuded of flesh ; on closer ex-
amination I found that the parts of the anatomy between the pelvis and
knees were missing ; I examined it rather closely, and found that the inner
surface of the serotum was there; the fact of this being the case I am in-
olined to the belicf, or, I should say, it leaves a doubt in my mind, as to
whether it was done by violence; I have scen corpses in the Morgue of New
York where theso parts were missing, but they as a general thing were
found in a nude state, and it was impossible to determine whether they were
drowned with or without clothes ; I am of the opinion that it was the work
of violence, and from the part that remaing, think that the operation, if such
it was, was performed in a great hurry, thus leaving the part of which I
apoke; the flesh from the Jower extremities was, in my opinion, eaten by
fish, for it presented a very jagged appearance, very unlike that of a body
or part worn away or decomposed by the action of water ; the remains of
the missing part were not at all jagged, they being smooth and regular ; the
surfaco of the legs whero there was most tar seemed to bo better preserved
than the other part not so well covered ; I tool two very large bundles of
featbers from the part I spoke of, but they did not seem to adhere; I just
lifted them Qff; I have not the means of knowing whether the black substanoce
that I saw on the body was tar or not; in my opinion it was tar, but it ia
not professional, and consequently unreliable; if the body had been in the
water without weights it would have come to the surface in about a month
or less, that being about tho time that the gases take to generate; if the man
committed suicide he would have come up at the time I speal of; if the
bodv has been floating since December, I don’t see why the other part is not
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The family of the unfortunate man, whose tragic end was thus made ap-
parent by the casting up of the waters, accepted the remains for burial with
full faith in their identity, and preparations were at once made for the
faneral.  ‘Lhey deeply felt the afiliction that had come upon them in the
loss of a brother, and the horrible nature of his suflerings, eve he succumbed
to his crucl fite, opened afresh the bitter fountain of their anguish, and their
griel was poignant and unrestrained.

As if to mock at the awlul gravity which shronded the case, and perhaps
to avert the terrible wave of indignation that was fast setting in against the
perpetrators of the unnatural erime, some unprincipled persons posted, under
cover of darkness, the following offensive lines on a tree in a conspionpus
part of the village. The handwriting was evidently disguised :

NOTICE.

Tur funeral services of “ Legs” will be conducted on Wednesday after-
noon, at two o’clock, by the Rev. W. W. Knox, in the Presbyterian church
of this village.  The services are expected to be deeply interesting, so much
of “ Liegs” plst and present history being known, A choir will be fur-
nished for the occasion, composul of some of our greatest citizens, namely

Cuartrs DuryEa, alias Cyclops,
OLp GENERAL,
B Binn SaMmis,
CITARLES STREET,
Pere TRAINER,
Who will sing seleetions from the “Old Burying Ground,” and “The
VYale of Iuntoria,” ete.

Crarpes G. KELSEY may be present to entertain the assembly with
gome of his Jatest travels.

Squire Monrort will also address the meeting.

D. W. CoNruLIN,
JoE HENDRICKSON,
THoMAS AITKINS,
Jir SMiTH,

ANsiL GILDERSLEEVR.

This picce of diabolism met with the denunciation it justly deserved on
the part of the people, some of whom tore it down and indignantly destroyed
it.  The names appended to it are those of prominent residents of the town
belonging to the anti-tar faction, and their use, of course, was wholly un-
authorized. Never before in her history has Huntington witnessed a funeral
of such large dimensions,  The day of its appointment dawned bright and’
fair, and crowds of people from the country for miles around assembled to
do honor to the fragmentary remains of Charles G. Ielsey, and to manifest
by their presence the great sympathy they felt for the bereaved family. No
morbid curiosity inspired them, but it was the great out-pouring of the
popular verdict of condemnation, expressed in a sileht and unobtrusive
manoer.

The Second Presbyterian Church, where the services were held, was filled



w uvernowing,  hany ladies - the congregation wore the emblem of sor-
row, black being the predominating color.  Previous to the opening of the
gervices, andd just before the Xelsey family entered the building, the organ
pealed forth the slow and solemn measures of a dirge.  The impressive

straing trembled over the heads of the audience, and floaled ont upon the

still air, whence it was borne upward to the blue vaunlt of heaven!  Within
the edifice every form was bowed, until the soft music that thrilled the soul

“\with its gentle cadence had ceased.  Shortly after the mourners entered.

Mot a sound broke the stillness of the room but the subdued tones of weep-

\ing, as the afllicted relatives took their places. Then a wail of heartrending

anguish caused the tears to fall from many an eye. A gentleman was scen

to vise up from his seat, and tenderly support the stricken form of a Jady

down the centre aisle.  Ier face presented all the appearance of overwhelm-

ing sorrow. Convulsive sobs filled her bosom and escaped from her parted

lips. This was Miss Charlotte Kelsey, a sister of the dead man. The

gentleman upon whom she leaned was her brother, and he was removing

her to the open air, where she might recover her self-possession. Just before

reaching the door her cmotions overpowered her and she buarst into o violent
fit of weeping.  The incident created a profound impression upon the audi-
ence. At the close of the services, which were listened to with rapt atten-
tion, the funeral cortége took up its line of march to the “ Old Burying
I11L”  In this consecrated inclosure, hallowed as tho resting place of the
Huntington dead for over a century and a half, and in the midst of the
graves of his departed ancestors, were deposited all that was left of the mor-
tal remaing of the man whose sad and untimely fate had stirred the hearts
of the people of the entire country.

At the resumption of the inquest, which was continued after adjournment
from day to day, testimony of a very important naturc was elicited from the
various witnesses that were called upon the stand.

The following evidence of Mr. Arthur T. Hurd, a gentleman who saw
the affuir from a cluster of bushes, will be found highly interesting :

“Was in ITuntington on the night of November 4th, 1872 at about nine
o’clock I passed the neighborhood of Mys, Oakley’s; 1 was attracted by a
man coming out of the front door with a Jantern ; he came out in an excited
manner ; knowing the trouble the family had, I crossed over and entered the
rate and passed on the west side of the house to a clump of bushes; in the
cear of the house T found a number of men; I don’t know who the men
vere; they were masked ; one of them came towards me, looked at me, but
aid nothing; I then got close to them, and saw them surrounding a man
vhom they were ruising from the ground ; as near as I could see he was sit-

ing down ; after they lifted him they began to take off all his clothes; I
vas about fiftecen feet from them when this was being done; I saw them
trip him; when this was donc one man came up with a small tin pail;
mow it was tin Dy light shining on it; the man who had the pail then took
ut.what Jooked like a brush and painted him on the baclk, breast, and arms;
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it scemed to me that they did it in stripes; another came with a basket an
enapticd the feathers contained in the basket over his head ; theu covere
him with a sack or jacket, from his waist downward ; they tied a strin
around his waist to hoid whatever they had around him ; they then tied him s
a tree with his hands behind him they then went away and left him a fe
minutes, then came back and untied himj then I heard anoise of hooting ; (]
deed was done thivty feet south of the house,and on the west side ol the lot
when the noise was made some parties came out of the house and stood ¢
the baek stoop; the noise was evidently a signal fov the people to come ot
and see the man; some people came from the cast side of the house; I
coenized Mr. Wood on the stoop, for L knew him well; the ladies T did e
know or recognize ; when the men came back to lm_)scn Kelsey, one of thes
came near to me, and [ osaid to the masked man, < Let him olt';” hie pai
no attention, and walked off'; after this T noticed some ol the peaple going
so L started Lo go, too; 1 was at times closer Lo My, Kelsey than Gifteen fee
[ put up my hands several timesto save Ielsey from falling on me; L osu)
pose it was from weakness.”

Frederick Titus, a negro, who was in the employ of Mr. John Sanimi
the father of Royal, down (o the time he was subpaenaed as a witness by l
Town Constable, camie on the stand; and though scemingly very unwilling
testify, was unable to withstand the severity of the questions put to him, an
much valuable evidence, having a direct bearing on the case, was clicited :

“I recollect the night of November 4th, when the tarring and featherin
took place; on Sunday, the day previous, l saw Royal fixing a Titte cadge
putling o string i it; 16 was a little thicker than a hoe-handle and abot
two feet long ; it wasan oak cudgel, Tthink ; he bored a hole through it with
gimlet, aud put a picce of tavred string through it; he and I were both i
the barn at the time; a boy named Bill Leovard, who lives in the thir
house from Mr. Sammis’) was in the barn also; Leonard is about 14 ycar
old ; this was about cl(.vcn o’clock in the morning.  Royal didn’t say any
Llnng then, ’canse, I s’pose, he didn’t want the boy to hiear; the boy wer
out the front door, and I went out into the cowyard; Royal put the club i
a wagon ; it was a large wagon, with one scat; he went into the villag
that night with thal wagon; on that sarme Sunday night Royal told me t
come to Mrs. Oakley’s after him, and 1 went after him with that wago
Royal went up to the village in the afternoon with Rudolph (Royal Samm
brother.) I went for Royal about nine o’clock on Sunday night, and
club was in the wagon then; I did not bring Royal home at once fro
Oalkley’s; I drove the wagon under Pop Powell’s hotel shed ; Royal can
to me under the shed about twelve o’clock at night; there were three «
four people with him ; they backed ont the wagon, and after they got in:
the wagon they said they didn’t catch Kelsey that night; they were a
talking about not catching Kelsey ; there was Royal Sammis, Rudoly

Bammis and James Conklin, the one that has sold out and gone away |
Canada since ¢ thev then raid Walasw ahanld ha anncht and dhaidd oo



m; they rode in the wagon with me all the way down home and were
tking ; they drove Conklin home first; I don’t remembera word they said.”
Q. Did they say they had scen Ielsey 7 AL (smiling) T think they gaid
ey did see hiny; they said he Jumped over the fence and came into Mrs,
deley’s yard; the club was taken out of the wagon by Royal, who put it
!nis arm and went away; he Jeft his coat, hat, cuffs, necktic and collay
the wagon under the shed; he put ona kind of a long coat or gown ; he put
ne black thing over his face; I suppose he tied it on; I didn’t see it plain;
en I drove down to Powells fivst, I went under the shed; then I waited
re an hour, und then went down to Mrs. Oakley’s; then I took Royal
o the wagon, and drove back with him under Powell’s shed ; it was then that
yal pul these things on; there was no one under the shed but Royal and
scIf then ; when he left the shed he went toward Mrs. Oakley’s ; he didu’t
me where he was going, but told me to wait till he came back ; it was
o’clock when he went away ; he had a different hat and left his best hat
the wagon; he took a sort of old slouch hat; he didn’t say anything
ut Ielsey till he came back ; I think it was about half-pust one when
came back under the shed; I think it was two o’clock when we got
1e; he didn’t tell me that night what he was going to do, but lic told me
day morning what he was going to do; he said he was going to tar
feather Mr. Kelsey (sensation in the room); that was before the Loy
e into the barn; he wag alone with me; when Rudolph and Conlklin
¢ back with Royal under the shed they had on plain citizen’s clothes ;
“had no canes or cluvs; T don’t know whether there were any visitors
ie house on Monday, for I was off' in the lot; I saw a wagon drive up to
louse on Sunday, and I think there was one young man in it; 1 peeped
ugh a crack in tho barn and saw the wagon come up; I don’t know
se wagon that was; it stopped there about half av hour; I was at din-
1t noon, Monday, and at supper at sundown, bul saw no visitors at the
¢ cither time; Royal started with his brother Rudolph to the village
about <lusk on Monday, after I got back from the Jot; I saw a red
ket in their wagon; I didw’t hear Royal say anything about this
ey affair on Monday ; Rudolph and Royal pot home about eight or nine
Ak that night; T was in bed; they opened the door of the hiouse and
in, and T heard them tell their father they had tarred and feathered
ry ;3 I have heard that Ielsey was tarred and feathered that night ;
vVt know (here witness gets terribly confused and prevaricates shock-
) at what time it was donc; I don’t know at what time they came
:; Lonly guess atit; I was in bed; T generally went to bed along ten,
n or twelve o’clock; the only mask I saw was the one Royal jut on;
Royal came under the shed he took the things off and put them in
agon; I suppose he put them in the wagon and took them home; I
t sce him take thenr out of the wagon when we got home; I suppose
were in the wagon on Monday morning.
Why didn’t you tell this when you were on the stand hefore?
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A. Mr. John Sammis (Royal’s futher) requested me not to say anylthing
about it, as he said il I did they’d keep me on the stand all winter. (Con-
siderable laughter.)  Royal Sammis also told me not to say anything about
it; they didn’t say they would discharge me; I was subpeenaed this morn-
ing; I heard Royal say the other day that this body was not Kelsey’s; T
have not talked with Mr. Sammis about it to-day at all; I jumped in the
wagon and came right over ; the folks at Mr. Sammis’ said I could come
over with them. (Launghter.)  On that Sunday night T didn’t sce anybody
else at Mis, Oakley’s; T did hear something; I heard a man lying under a
bush in front of Mrs. Oakley’s house say “ Ahem!” It was a close black
looking bush; T thought it was strange; Royal came out of the front door
of the house; I didn’t say anything to him about it; he didn’t say any-
thing to me when he got into the wagon; he took the lines and drove under
Powell’s shed ; the clothes he put on were brought from the house; I
gaw Royal put something in the wagon before I left the house; he camo
out of Mrs. Oakley’s ag soon as I drovo np; the red blanket in the wagon
was a striped red horse-blanket; it is at the house now,

Q. You told Irank Sammis you saw a striped suit?  A. I don’t think

exactly that it was a striped suit; it was the suit 1 saw Royal have under
the shed; I suppose it was fixed up for that night (rather uneasily); I don’t
know nothing about that (langhter) ; the coat was a long one, T don’t know
if it was a coat or a gown; I saw him putting a black thing over his f{ace;
I think be fastencd it with a string ; it wag on Tuesday morning Mre. Sam-
mis cried about this thing; I was in the kitchen when they were talking
about it, caling my breakfust; Royal langhed and his mother eried ; Royal
said they had tarred and feathered I{elsey, and he never saw such a sight in
his Tile; on Tuesday night T heard them talk about it, and Royal said he
did’t touch Kelsey ; Royal said he was very sorry for Kelsey (langhter);
LRoval was not in the habit of staying up here on week-days from his busi-
ness in the city, excepl on his June vacation ; I didn’t see or smell any tar;
wo had the bay mare on Monday night; 1 cleaned the mare oft next morn-
ing; there was no sign of sweat about her ; the back of the wagon does not
let down; I went to Led between eight and nine o'clock Monday night,
November 4th ; Royal and Rudolph came hiome about twenty minntes after
I went to bed; they said Kelsey had been tarred and feathered; I didn’t
Jicar the clock strike; the clock is a dumb clock. (Repressed laughter.)
1 To District Attorney ‘Tuthill.—I sometimes walke up in the night; I woko
up along two or three o’clock that nicht; I don’t know what woke me up;
when T wake up in the night I generaily go to sleep again (more laughter);
next day Mps, Sammis said she felt very sorry about Kelsey ; that was
when she eried ; it was before breakfast.

The next witness called was Peter Ifagan, a native of Ireland. Ilis
evidence bore directly on the tragedy, ag will be scen by the following:

“I live at the point Jot, near Lloyd’s Beach, on West Neok, Suffolk county ;
niy house is 60 or 70 rods right from the beach; I turned out of bed between



three and four oclock on the morning of November 5th, and went for a
couple of buckets of water; Ihearda kind of a rattling noise toward the beach,
as of & wagon or o boat, aud T heard a cry of a voice as if in distress; the
noise was like the rattling of tramping on loose boards; the voice sounded
like this, *OL T Oh!” (imitating the sound of the voice); then in a minute
or so the noise and the voice were both still; I thought some one might be
getting up sail on a bout or a sloop and got hurt; I could not tell whether
the noise was of a wagon or a boat; the noise lasted, perhaps, seven or
eight minutes; the next time I heard the voice it was low and wealk and
seemed further off; I heard no noise of water except the watery splash of
the waves on the beach; there was hardly a breath of air stirring, and it
was very dark; I thought at first it was a struggle, or that some one
aboard of a vessel had got caaght with a blocl or something ; I was about
ten or fifteen rods {rom the spring ; the noise came from the dirvection of the
beach, west of where I was; the voice I heard was a human voice ; I never
Leard such a noise as that was before nor since; I heard the noise of the
waves coming {rom the same dirvection as the voice ; the middle of the chan-
nel of Tloyd’s ITarbor is not more than twenty-five yods {from my house; the
noise I heard came [rom Cold Spring Bay direction ; whenever the steam-
boats pass you can hear the splash of the waves at my house; I never
noticed when they were not passing ; the noise I heard was like the stamp-
ing of feetin the bottom of a boat or a wagon; I heard the splashing of
the waves during the whole time the noise lasted, and when the noise
ceased everything was still ; T asked Captuin Howard next morning if there
was any vessel anchored off there that night, and he said there was none; I
Ton’t know whether there was wind enough to make a ‘swash’ on the
beach ; the rattling noise sounded as if the wagon or boat was still ; I heard
10 sound of rowing a boat that night; I have never heard a Doat rowed
with maflled oars; I didn’t hear any wagon that night; the voice I heard
was like a cry of a man in pain.”

A well-known citizen and hardware merchant of Huntington, Mr. John
\{cKay, was next sworn. e testified :

“Y Tive on the main street of IHuntington, ten or fifteen rods from Mrs.
dakley’s house; I was on Mrs. Oalkley’s premises on the evening of No-
rember 4th; I was on my way home past her house and saw the gate open
nd a man standing inside ; I saw the man, and knowing there was no man
iving there, and, as the family had requested nie to have a look-out, I then
sent over to see who it was; it was Dr. Banks, and he said there was a
rowd of men in the back yard, and that they had Kelsey there; he asked
1e and my wife to come over, and said he was going to William J. Wood’s ;

don’t remember anything I said to him in reply; I then left and went
cross the strect 1o go home; I don’t know which way Dr. Banks went; he
aid he was going to ask Mr. and Mrs. Wood to come over; I went and
poke to my wife, and then we went over to Mrs. Oakley’s; we went in at

he front door; I saw Mr. and Mrs, Wood, Dr. Banks and Mrs. Oalkley ;



there appeared to be some other persons there; I could not remember for
the life of me what they were talking about ; they were talking about Kel-
sey and about the crowd in the yard; all scemed to start out at one time;
there was some one said something about a racket in the yard; T saw 2 man
a few feet from the house gathering up some clothes among a few trees and
shrubbery ; the clothes Jooked like a shirt and socks; there was something
peculiar in his appearance; he appeared to be a sort of tan color; he was
about twelve feet from me; I went down the path and followed him along ;
some ladies (?) who were there, my wife, and some others, followed behind
us; he was naked all about his body and legs; he held some clothes
about him.”

Q. Was he tarred and feathered? A. I don’t know; there were some’
few feathers on him,

Q. Did you smell tar? A. Yes, I smelled some tar about there; Dr,
Banks had a lantern; I toolk a small Tamp with me, also, as I went out;
Dr. Banks wus ahead of me and stepped on a grass plat and held up the
Jantern and asked, “ Who is it ?” that was after he had told me he supposed
it was Kelsey ; IKelsey came towards Banks, and struck the lantern with his
boot and then hit Dr. Banks on the shoulder with the boot ; as he hit him,
Dr. Banks” lantern flew up and hit ICelsey on the shoulder; Kelsey went
on down the path; I saw some disguised people there; some of them de-
tained him; Mrs. Oakley said that was the man that came into her house;
Miss Smith said she wanted the neighbors to understand that she had never
encouraged him in coming there; she said something about his coming there
one Sunday,

Q. IIave you ever heard about Miss Smith placing a light in the base-
ment window and walking Dback and forth to decoy him into the premises
gso that he might be caught? A, I don't know that I have; I may have
heard something of that kind in conversation, but I don’t know of it; I
understand that sometimes when a young man she was keeping company
with left her evenings, she would take the lamp to go down into the base-
ment to get something to eat (Jaughter); I did not recognize any of the
disguised persons; some of them made grunting noises; they kept back
in the bushes; some of the disguised men had their hats pulled over their
eyes and their collars turned up; I saw Kelsey three rods {rom the gate
aflter he left the yard, going out; I did not see any gag in his mouth; his
hair appeared to be cut off.

Q. Don’t you know his hair was cut off—not that it appeared to be cut
oft'? A, Yes, it was cut off

Q. And his moustache was cut off ? A, Yes, sir, all his hair was cut off’;
I saw a place on his shoulder that looked like a big mole, that may have
been a cut; it looked red, something like as though it might have beem
blood ; the tar on him was a thia coat; it looked like a light brown; it
‘couldn’t have been thick, to make that color; there were very few feathens
on him; I could see nearly his whole body ; in addition to the persons I
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ve named there was a Miss Charlotte Merritt there ; I saw Royal Sammis
the house with Miss Julia Smith aflerward ; Kelsey was not tied to a
¢ while I was there; I was on the premises on the Sanday night before;
., Banks was there that night, and Mr. Hurd, and, I think, Dr. Burgess
o; I went there because Mrs, Oakley and Miss Smith had asked me to
ep a wateh, as they were annoyed ; it was near ten o’clock when I went
the yard that Sunday night, and I left abont half-past eleven; I didn’t
ar a wagon drive up that night that I know of; I heard some one go out
the front door; I don’t now remember hearing a wagon drive away just
erward 3 1 was near the gate Jeading from Dr. Banks’ yard into Mrs.
tkley’s yard ; T had been on the Jook-out other nights before that; I wag
weely acquainted with Royal Sammis, and never spoke to him about
eping wateh ; I saw no masked persons about the premises on that Sun-
y night; I did not sce my brother George at Mrs, Oaliley’s on the night
November 4th; did not see my brother Duncan there ; did not see Mr.
urd there; I saw Royal Sammis in the yard when Iclsey was there; did
t Liear him say anything to William J. Wood ; on the Sunday night
urd and my brother (George) had handkerchiefs ticd over the lower part
their faces, they were sitting in Mrs. Oakley’s house, with the light
rned down; I have never asked any one who the disguised persons were
10 were in the yard that night of November 4th; I didn’t have time to
inlc about it.
Q. Did Ielsey appear to be in distress? A, No, sir; not at all.
Q. He appeared quite comfortable, did he? (Laughter.) A. No; he
dn’t appear distressed nor comfortable.
Q. Didn’t it freeze that night? A. Yes, it made ice near morning; I
ard Dr. Banks express regrets about Ielsey ; he said it was a shame to
aat him that way ; that they ought to have put Ielsey under the Iaw;
s expressed regrets generally,
Q. Did he express any regrets when he struck Ielsey on the shoulders
ith his Jantern? AL I don’t know as he did.
Q. Did he go to his assistance, or help him in any way? A. No, sir;
ly he expressed his regrets.
Q. Dr. Banks didw’t do anything for Xelsey except to hit him with the
ntern? A. No, sir.
Q. Did any onc about the house seem at all surprised at the presence of
en on the premises in disguise? A, No, sir.
Q. HMave you any opinion or surmises as to who those disgnised per-
ns were? A, Noj I have my business to attend to, and_had no time to
1k to anybody about it.
To a Juror.—Ilow came you to go there that night of the tarring and
athering? A. T weunt there on invitation of Dr, Banks.
Juror.—Didn’t you know what was going on? A. No, sir, -
Juror.—Didn’t you go there either to arrest-or to protect Kelsey ? A,

.
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Juror.—liow olten were you in the habit of going to Mrs, Oakley’s ?
A. Very olen,

Juvor.—ow many times—twice? A, Oh, yes; five or six times.

Juror.—Ilave you ever been there since? Al No,siv; I dow’t know
that T have

Joror.— [ thonght not; you have had no eall there sinee; there was
nothing cl=e to be done there. AL My purpose was to detain him if he
Z\I!(‘?lli).ll,‘ll to eet into the honsc.

By Mr. Young, of Counsel for Prosceation.—IHave you cver stated to
any person that Kelsey had been well tarred snd feathered and covered
o ead o fot? AL [don’t understand what vou mean by well tarred
il deatiiered 5 bostated it in the village next day jost as Tsaw ity T may
Jve said so ;L should not Jike (o be served that way—as ie was seived ;
U oiinke he was pretty well tavved and feathered.

By a Juror.—Do you believe that Kelsey is dead 2 AL T have no reason
to believe he sy Landerstand aoman in the village saw apari of the chain
hanging to the wateh s now the chain found on the remains appears to be
all complete,

To Mr. Liatt, of Pro<ecrtion.—N John M. Drake, the milkman, tol'l
me that Muiling the blacksmith, saw a part of the ¢hain hanging to the
wateh, T am going home to-night; and will give Muollin the subpena Lo
attend here, 1 you give me the subpana.

Coroner.—You s1y e Banks ionvited you over to Mrs. Oakley’s.
Didv’t he tell you what he wanted you (o conwe over for? A, No; only
as a neighborly visit,

Q. Waus he in the habit of inviting you to Mrs. Oakley’s house? A. I
dov’t know as he was.

Q. Yet you wentover. It is the custom generally of people to jrive
ncighborly invitations to their own homes? AL Yes; I went over with
my wife.

By District Attorney Tuthill.—As Nelsey went out of the yard vou ~aw
Lim go away, and some person followed him a short distance wnd tin
returned 7 AL Yes, siv; L elosed the gate after hin; the gate e went out
ab; I saw Henry R. Prime standing near; he didn’t go into the honse;
there was no anxiety expressed by anybody as to whether any bodily liarns
Jud been done to Kelsey.

Q. Did Dr. Banks apologize to you for inviting you over there, alter
expressing hig regret? AL No, sir.

Q. Didany onc express any regret al having gone out, or at having gono
over to see such a thing? A, No, sir.

Bamuel 1. Burgess, the village dentist; was then sworn, and testified :

“I live in the fiest house west of Mrs. Oakley’s, on the same side of tho
strect; I knew C. G. Keloey; I was at home on the evening of November
4th last at about hall-past cight o’clocl; there are a pidzza and windows
ou the cast side of my house, looking into Mrs. Oakley’s yard ; I heard no
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wsual noises about there that evening ; I went into my yard about half
chour after T went home; I saw a light and some indistinet objects that
oked as though there might have been half a dozen men in Mrs. Oukley’s
wd ; T did not o over to see what was the matler; I remained Jooking at
wem perbaps a minute, not longer, and then went into the house ; later on
rthe evening I smelt tar; I had no definite impression of what was going
1; I had a general indefinite idea; it was so indefinite that I could not
ell explain it (subdued Jaughter); I had seen Dr. Banks before that;
e called and told me they had caught Kelsey ; he came to my door with a
wtern in his hand; that was perbaps fifteen minutes before I saw the
ght in Mrs. Oalkley’s yard ; he told me some of the neighbors were coming
ver to sce Nelsey, and asked me to go over; alter that conversation I had
n idea that Kelsey was in the yard; Dr. Banks said he wanted the neigh-
ors to assemble and confront Ielsey, to show him ' what the neighbors felt
oward him; I did not go over; I went to Mrs. Oalkley’s premises to watch
or Kelsey, on Sunday night, November 3d; I saw two or three persons
here, but they were disguised ; the disguise was a mask or somcthing
hrown across their faces; there was no disguise in their dress that I re-
nember; I remember one who, under his disguise, 1 took to be Claudius
B. Prime; I judged it to Le him Ly his beard; I talked with him after-
wards and took him to e Mr. Prime; we were in the lot and talked in a
whisper ; speaking generally T should say that I then had no doubt that it
was Claudius B. Prime; he was disguised when I first saw him in Dr.
Banks’ house; I suppused the three of them got their dissuises in Dr.
Banks’ house; Dr. BDanks and his father-in-law, Mr. McDougall, passed
through the room ; I saw the Doclor about eleven o’clock, and he said he
thought there was no use in Jooking for Kelsey any longer that night, and
we all went home; I had talked over the matter previously with Dr. Banks
and Mr. McIfay; T had also told Mrs. Oakley that I would willingly lend
any assistance that I could ; I was disguised on that Sabbath evening; we
liad no sign by which the disguised persons might know cach other; I
heard no disturbance about my premises on the night of the 4th; I don’t
know where T got that masle; I don’t know but that it was put over my
fuce just alter 1 went into Dr. Banks’ house by one of the men who were
there already disguised ; I thinke Dr. Banks took the mask after I was
throngh with it; the mask was a sort of pasteboard mask ; I don’t kuow
what color mine was; but as near as I can remember one of the men had
on a black mask, and another had a red one; my impression is that some
of them had their coat collars turned up; I think it was the man I took to
be Claudius Prime who fastened my mask on; we handed our masks bacl
to the Doctor when he came around and said he thought il was no use
watching longer.”
© Q. Couldn’t you tell who these men were after they had given their
masks back to the Doctor? A. I don’t thinl I saw them long enough
afterwards to identify them.
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Q. Why did you wear those masks? A. Decause if we caught Kelsey
we didn’t desire that he should know who we were,

Q. And so it you should kill limi by accilent, no one should know who
it was? A. (smilingly) Well, that is the inference, certainly,

The testimony of some of the wilnesses was ofien quite contradictory,
and it was evidently their intention to evade answering, directly, the ques-
tions put to them. A fear of personal injury in case they implicated sus-
pected parties too deeply, scemed to possess them, and their conduet
throughout was marked by a considerable degree of embarrassment and
uncasiness,  This was particularly the case with the negro, Ifrederick Titus,
whose apprehensions of bodily harm, openly expressed, prevented his re-
turning to liis old employer’s, and after his attendance at the inquest he at
once hired out to a farmer living at ISast Neck, for whom he had formerly
worked,

A son of Claudius B. Prime, who was called to the stand as a witness,
and who was on the peliminary investigation before Justice Monfort, at
Huntington, confessed that he swore fulsely at that inquiry, and was ar-
rested on o charge of perjury, and placed under heavy bail. Ile is a
young man, and the owner of a fine business, and his prospects in life wero
highly promising. It has been rumorved that at the conclusion of the
inquest charges of a similar rature will be preferred against others of the
witnesses who have been identified with the ease.

The following is the testimony of Miss Charlotte J. I{clscy, sister of the
missing man

“T live with my brother Williany; Charles lived with us until the night
of November 4(h last, which was the last time I ever saw him; he left the
house about half-past six o’clocle; hie said he was going to the village, and
L asked lim to got me some Jemons; when Charley was out we generally
left the dovrs open; next morning before T was up brother Wiiliam came
to me and said, “Oh, brother Charley hasn’t got home;” he saiid, < ITe
hasn’t come home, and there is the light burning down on the kitehen
table;” his wateh lay in Charley’s room on the table, with tae on it, hut
there was no chain on it; his cufls were there tvo on some hooks, and sc
was his worsted jacket, with tar and feathers on it his shirt was en the
Led and was torn open in the back, where they had pulled it o hin
there was blood, hair, and tar on his white collar; that had a ool dea
of tar on it and was right dewn by the bed; there was tar on the shir
also; the Led had not been disturbed at-all; my brothers went out (o ool
for Charley ; I went (o Roval Summis’ house the next night; it was alon
ten o'clock when I got there; there was a good deal of whispering inside
their door, and T thought they would not open it; I told them they mus
open the door, and they wouldn't, but kept on whispering, and I told them
I’d stay till morning il they didn’t open the door; I told them what 1
wanted, but not at first; and after a while, with more whispering, Royal’s
father opened the door, and scemed afraid, and then he told me they didn’t



kinow anything about Charles; that they haduw’t done anything; then they
sent up stairs for Royal, and when he came down the first I said to him
was, “ Royal, you ought to be hung ;" he braced up awfully and put out his
wins, and looked so ugly I was aliaid of him, and didn’t know what to do;
drer awhile hie began to fall, and suid; ¢ Charley loolked an awful sight;’
Shavley had often told us that Royal would murder him only for the law,
nd he said be would never harm Royal; Royal said he thought they
could make avay with Charley il it wasn't for his friends ; Royal said he
ad Jots ol letters and bad burned about forty ; Royul’s father kept on
cpeating, ¢ We don’v know anything about it, and hadn’t had anything to
o with it;” the next day L went to Mis. Oakley’s, in the afternoon ; Mes.
llkley opened the door, and 1 said to her, “ Mrs, Oakley, do you know
nything about my brother Charles?’ and she said, ‘I don’t know any-
ing about it at all;” Isaid to her, ¢ How could you give younr consent to
5 such a thing to my brother 27 and she said, ‘I don’t know anyvthing
all about it;’ in a few minutes she contradicted herself, and said she
ad talked with them about it on the day before they done il;” she was
cadfully excited about it; L went to her again about it and told her, ¢T
mt to know what the last words my brother said were;” and she said,
didn’t hear him say anything;” the first day I had a talk with Julia
nith, and I told her she was deceiving my brother by putting the light
the window so that Dr. Banks could cateh him; she said, “ My friends
wle me doit;” I had heard my brother say Julia wanted him to como
und and would leave the light for him.”
Warren IToward, who lives in the vicinity of Lloyd’s Beach, was next
led, and gave very imporlant testimony :
“T live about a quarter of a mile from Lloyd’s Beach; I was on the beach
wd, near the bridge, abont cight o’clock on the morning of the &th of
wember; I found a boot and ashirt about ten rods beyond the bridge, and
> lemons and perhaps a quarter of a pound of mixed candies scattered
ng the road; the shirt was white and the whole lower part of it was
ody; the lemons had been squeezed till they burst open; on the burst
t of once of them was w clob of Llood, about as big as a kernel of corn;;
wn who was cutting sall grass there made the vemarle that he thought
re hiad been a murder there; that some man had been shot or stabbed
he belly; T did wot handle the shirt at all; T heard a wagon pass my
se during the night, cither the night ol the 4th ol November or the
it ol the 3d or Sthy (he fivst time I heard it I didu’t nolice the time,
I think it was about hall an hour afterward that I heard it again; I
1 got up and looked at the clock, and it was a quarter to four; it was
e driven at a good, rapid gait; it is somewhal unusual to hear a wagon
:my house at that hour ol the morning; 1 looked out of the window
second time, and the wagon was then going up the hill;) back from the
h towards Huntington villaze; T noticed marks in the sand along the
. by the beach, perhaps a quirter of a mile south of the docl; they
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were beyond where the eandies were ; the marks looked as thongh a persc
had been dragreed out of the road from between the wagon tracks into tl
thateh grass about six or seven feet clear of the track.”

Peter Trainer, Town Con-table of ITuntivgton, testified as follows

1 Jund aconver=ation with D Banks) L think about two or three weel
before the 1<t el November; e wanted me to assist in eatehing Kelsey
T told him 38 he wonld ;;«L Hn.\ proper documents I would help him ¢
seenre 3lclsev i he was committing any depredations on Mrs. Oalkley
properiy; he did not give e at any time a wartant for Kelsey's arvest, ne
did any ene clse; that conversation took place in front of Charles T Du
vew’s hotel; e zid he would dvop a note and Jet me Jnow low thing
went on s he tald me, as near as I yemember, that hie would sign the not
VL L T afterwards veecived aletter from Dr. Banks through the Pos
office (In(:vr shown); this looks like the letier; T received it, I think, o
thie morning of the 4ih, the day it was post-marked and the day Kelse
way tarved and feathered 5 this Jetier was put in evidence before Justie
Montort s Dr. Banks at that time swore this Tetfer was in hig h.md\\lltmg

Ln\\m Platt read the letter as follows:

Prren—Tast night being slormy, only a partial wateh was set, 11
came on the gmuml, bat. not near coough (o he taken.  You will hea
more as thines take shape; must be caught somewhere,  Iis eye is unse
to the durk, and may have suspeeted @ wateh and run. No stir was made
0 that hie didn’t get only a suspicion, il that, V.C

Witness resumed :

“Afier the night of the 4th of November I went to look for Xelsey abouw
Mrs. Oakley’s premises; Tocane up the back street, past her back yard
with William Relsey ;5 1 found near the premises of Mis. Oakley severa
articles; I was looking for a boot which I heard was about there; I saw «
track of a foot, Tike a sort of sandal, with the shape of a foot, consisting
of a mat of tar and feathers; it was as thick as the sole of my shoe; i
was on the grass, about six feet from the fenee; it was a complete mass o
tar and feathers; L omade the vemark that they must have “slathered” i
on him pretty thick; I saw a keg hoop near her gate, under the fence, an
some keg staves; the staves were smeared inside with what looked like tar

smelt like tar, and felt like t (langhter); the staves looked about seve

or cight inches long, and the keg would, perhaps, hold two or three quarts

the feathers in the Tamp of e and feathers looked like turkey feathers

sotic of them were white and gray; 1 «aw the body here at Oyster Ba
and pulled some of the feathers off'; they were about the same size ns thoe
I had seen in the tar Tump; the white ones did not look as clear; when
searched for Kelsey, I think on Iriday, the 8th of November, 1 had per
haps twenty-five or thirty men with me; I went all over that part of th
country ; I went up to William Kelsey’s house with Alonzo Dodge anc
John Dillon; I went through the louse from ton to hattam « thon wa taal



to the woods and went through them for a mile around in swaths so as to
find him; we looked into cisterns; I think there would be a pint of tar
in the. lump I have spoken of if it were melted ; there was considerable
tur on the grass about there, where IKlelsey had walked out.”

The Tast important testimony taken before the Coroner was that of drs.

Royal Swinmis, née Julia Smith. She gave her evidence in a clear, straight-
forsward manner, and did not appear to sufler any serious degree of embar-
rassment on account ol the numerous eyes that were intently watching her.
Oun being sworn, she testified as follows:
1 reside in Huntington; I was at home on the night of November 4th,
1872 ; us nearly as Iremember there were present my grandmother, Mrs,
Oukley, my sister Abby, Miss Lottic Merritt, and Royal Sammis; William
J. Wood and wife eame in in the latter part of the evening ; Br. and Mrs.
John MeKay came in also; Mr. Hurd did not come that I remember; 1
don’t remember, whether T heard a noise or disturbance that evening; I
think there was no noise; I think it was about nine o’clock when 1 heard
that Kelsey had been caught; I don’t remember who told me; I don’t re-
member anything about it at all; I was in the parlor at the time; Mr.
Sammis was with me; T donw’t remember whether my sister was there or
not; I don’t remember how I first ascertained there were men in the yard;
I noticed an odor like tar in the house; I thinle it was very soon after that
that I went out into the yard ; I saw some persons out there; I don’t know
lhow many—probably from five to ten; I did not notice that they were
doing anything; Isaw a queer looking objeet in the yard, at the rear; 1
did not know who it was, but I supposed it was Charles XKelsey ; it way
darlc and T could see very indistinefly ; he was wallding toward the bacl
part of the yard; I did not see any crowd.” B

Q. You said last winter in your testimony “thero were thirty or forty
persons there 2” AL T don’t remember saying that.

Q. Did you spuak to Ieisey 7 AL I'did; I did not hear him answer;
I had heard before that people were watching Mr. Kelsey ; 1 had heard
that Dr. Banks was watching for him; I did not know that John McKay,
or Me. Hurd or Claudins Prime was watching him; I saw persons who
were disguised there; they had something over their faces; I could not tell
whethier the masks were licht or darvk ;- two disguised men stepped into the

mll; in the yard I saw my sister, Mr. and Mrs. Wood, my "grandmother,
Vrs. MeKay, and Mr. Smnmis ; T don’t recollect whether there was a light
vhen T first went out; I don’t know whether any one took out the light
v not; I gruess it was a little before ten o’clock when Royal Sammis went
wme; I eannot tell whether the disguised men were large or small; no

me, to my knowledee, ordered the masked men away or expressed sur-
rise at their presence ; Roval Sammis went out-during the evening, and
‘cturned alter an abscoce ol five minutes ; I don’t know who went out first
vhen we went into the yurd ; 1 don’t remember hearing any noise before I
vent out, ’
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Q). Wihat did you say to Kelsey? AL I told him, as T had told him
Lefore, that he was very annoying to me, and that T did not wish to receive
Itis attentions,

(). Tave vou any iden or impression, o had you any idea ov impression
al that lime, who these persons in disguise were? A Thad not; I have
Deard veports, but Tdo ol eare to testify as (o mere reports; I have heard
NN reporis,

Q). Who have you heard express an opinion as o who they were? Al
T ean’t remember any one jest now; T have head that my hushand was
dizpui=al) but T know he was not. (This with tremalonsness.)

T ihe Coroner.—Wlhen 1 told Welsey he annoyed me he was about the
width of this room from mes T intended that he should hear me; T could
not el whether there were feathers on hin then or nat,

Q. Madam, with all due vegpeet, did Roval Sammis before your marriage
io him ever tell you who thezse masked people were? AL No, siv, neither
Lefore nor alter onr marriaze; I oam willing to answer any questions as to
the ease cither oectrring prior to or alter our marriage.

At this stage of (he proceedings it was deemed advizable, in order to fur-
ther the ends of justice, that a portion of the «ubsequent testimony ghould
Le (alen in private. Tt scemest impossible to deaw sy evidence ont of the
witnesses for the deferee, such as would Lift the veil of seerecy from the
erhme, or throw any light upon the darkness that enshrouded it The hand
of conspirators who had planned and execnted the fervible deed were well
fortilicd in their determination not fo reveal anvthing that could affect their
personal salety 5 and those wituesses who were in sympathy with them ap-
peared (o follow a corresponding line of action, for their testimony was
nearly all corroborative, and never scemed to conflict, '

A this phase of the examination was a puzzle to every one.  In an af-
fair where so miany persons ook part—the sworn evidence of Julia Smith,
aden at the preliminary investigation in ITuntinglon before Justice Monfort,
in December, 1872, placing the number seen in the Widow Oukley’s yard
at about forty—it scemed impossible that the foul seeret conld be kept in-
violate before the severe eross-questioning of the lawyers and the jury, and
in spite of the firm, uncompromising tone of public opinion. It was thought
that the witnesses wonld be unable to pass through the ordeal of a rigid in-
quiry without eriminating the guilty parties, but such was not the case, and
the inquest was prolonged from day to day, and from week to week, withont
cliciting any very important facts.  Then it was that the coroner deter-
mined to examine the witnesses in seeret session, and also beeause of rome
expected testimony that was helieved to he of too disgusting a nature for the
public car. This Tatter was supposed torelate to the mutilation of Kelsey.
Accordingly, after the opening of the court, the room was cleared of all ex-
éept those who were to conduct the proceedings, and the private investigation
commenced,

Trom the lestimony that was taken the following has been gleaned :



James McKay, a brother of John McKay, whose evidence appears on a
former page, testificd that he wrole o a pevson named Charles Baldwin,
living in the city, asking him to come to ITuntington to watch for
and catel Welsey. Witness stated to Baldwin that he knew Kelsey onshi 1o
be punizhed. e had told anumber of persons that Kelsey would break into
Mis. Oakley’s house again alter Royal Szinnis went to the eity, and that
there ought to be persons in the neighborhood to wateh for and arvest him
[0 as to identify him.  Ile wrote to Buldwin asking him to come up and
assist liim in the work.  "Che object was to establish the fact of identity.

Q. ITad not Kelsey already been identified as endeavoring to get into the
lionse, or as Jingering about the premises at night? AL TTe had.

Q. Then were you advised that it was neeessary to have him identified
more than once to punish him by legal means? A, No, I was not.

Q. Did you cver sce him enter or leave the house?  A. Noj but T have
heard of it; T-was not there at the time.

Q. Then all you know about it is from what others told you? A. No,
it is not ; I accused him of it face to face.

By a juror—Accusation, face to face cven, does not prove a man guilty,
so far as 1 know,

Witness.—1I accused him of it at thetime I was up at ICelsey’s house with
Royal; Kelsey hung his head and said nothing.

Q. Are you certain that he made no reply of any sort to your remarks ?
A. He said something to the effect that “She has always had the means, or
the power of stopping this thing;”” after a while he said, “Then I wou’t
annoy her any more.”

Q. Iow often have you tallked with Keisey ? A, Never but once in my
life; T invited Royal Sammis to go with me to see Kelsey ; I conferred
with Royal on Sunday night, November 3d, at the Ifirst Preshyterian
Church, before service, about watching and trying to cateh Kelsey that
night; we agreed, and it was understood that as watch was to be kept that
night, Roval should come back after he had left Mrs. Oaldey’s house (Julia
Smitl’s residence) and help; T never heard anything about tar and feathers
{0 be used bLefore the S5th of November; Royal said nothing abont disguises
to be worn; I never watched for Ielsey; I proposed to Dr. Banks that
Kelsey should be watched and caught, and I asked the Doctor to allow
them to come 1o his honse and watch, as it was so near to Mrs, Oakley’s,
and he consented to the arrangement.

Q. Do you Jnow whether Dr. Banks took any part in the tarring and
feathering of Kelsey 2 AL T know he did not.

Q. Were you with him from nine o’clock to twelve that night? A, I
was not.

Q. Then you don’t know of your own knowledge where he was betweer
those homrs? A, No, not of my own knowledee; Dr. Banks made a pro-
position to me to employ Constable Trainer to wateh with the rest, but I
dissuaded him from doing so; my reason for so influencing him was that T



thought it would be time enough to call the ollicer when Kelsey was caught,
and that it mizht leak out that persons were watching for him. .

Q. Did Mus. Oakley request you to wateh or to get other persons to
walch for Kelsey 2 AL 1 don’t remember; I don’t think she asked me di-
veetly ; L e’ say positively that she did.

Witness then made the following astounding and desperate acknowledg-
ment: “1 lave purposely refrained from attempting to find out who com-
mitted this act on Kelsey ; T have a feeling that I never want the persons
who did it to be found out; if I knew any of the partics who did this deed
I would not tell of it,”

Charles AL Mullings, another witness, was then called to prove or dis-
prove cerlain statements which had been (‘nullalul to the effect that the watch
found at Kelsey’s home had a picee of the chain attached to it, and that the
complete chain found on the remains was placed there for the purpose of
palming off som¢ other body for that of Kelsey’s, which statements had in-
clined many persons to the opinion that it was wholly a put-up job. The
evidence of thiy witness was awaited with considerable mterest, as ib would
establish a very important fact in the cumulative testimony ; but a few
minutes’ examination sufliced to show that the man really Lknew nothing
about the matter, and had never seen any chain on the wateh.  IHis evi-
denee, which was contvadictory in all its parts, is as (bllows:

“ T Jived in Huontington Tast fall; T went, at the request of William J.
Wood, to search for l\clso), about his house and lands, after his disappear-
ance; L went, with others, to ITenry Kelsey’s house; Ilenry was erying;
hie said all he missed of his brother’s clothing was an old suit he used to
tend mason in; he said he was aftaid Charles had committed suicide; he
gaid Tis brother had come home that night, he supposed ; a light, he said,
had been left burning for him on the kitehen table, and when they got up
next morning it was theve and still  burning;  enry Kelsey told me
that William Ilclsey, his brother, had told him that Charley’s wateh was at
home, with a picee of the chain attached ; Tsaw the wateh; it was lying
on the table in one room and I was in another; I paid no particalar atten-
tion Lo it; when I saw the watch and chain diss Iclsey was in the room :
Nat. Brash, George Martlin, Constable Trainer, and others, went to the
house with me; T saw o knit jucket there which ITenry said belonged to

~Charles ; the wateh T saw, with a picce of chain attuched, was at William

Kelsey’s house; I can’t tell how long the picce of chain was; William
never told me anything about the ¢hain; I think the wateh and chain were
on the table; T eannot tell where the table stootl in the room ; it was in the
sitting-room and T was in the kitchen when Tsaw it; T don’t know and no
one told me whose watch it was that was lying on the table; Miss Kelsey
was erying at the time, but said nothing; T had merely a casual glance at
the watch, and couldn’t tell whether there was a whole chain on it; it might
huve been o whole chain; T might have gone into the room if I had wanted
to; T do not know al what time we were there.”



Q. Do you know whether the watch you saw on the table was a gold
or a silver watch? - AL T do not.

Q. Might it not have been the glittering edge of the waleh where it is
chased that vousaw ? AL T might have been; I eannot deseribie the ¢hain g
T do not know in veality whether there was any chain on the wateh ; T was
under the impression and belief that I saw i, hut T am not positive.

Cizudius L. Prime; supposed (o be one of the principals in the oulrage,
te-tified :

“1went (o M Oaliley’s about hall=past cight or nine o’clock on Sunday
nicht, November 3d, after Teaving the Piest Preshyterian Chavel; T wore a
mask at M Oalilev’s which T got at De. Banls® house ; T saw others whom
I did nor vecornize, weariee vashks; T ovememher one whom T afterwards
found to be Do SO 1L Jinl'gl::ss: (village demist), T was in the room with
them two or three minutes, but had no esuversation with them 5 did not
hear any one speak s there was o light i the reom; 1 said nething to any
of them about what was going an or to be done; I did not sce my son
Arvthur there, but he may have been there masked; afeer we went out I
whispered with Dr. Buargess ; T was invited (o go there by James MelCay
throush Arvthav; Arvthue dido’t tell me who else was going to be there ;
knew they had heen watching for come time previously, we walched il
after Royal left that night; after Loval had left Kelsey came on the
premises and passed near enough to me for me to toneh him; T identified
him; I ocould have got hold of him aud held him; I Jefe about cleven
oclock with Dro Burgess; T owent home with my mask in my pocket and
then burned it up; the mask was made of pasteboard ; after Welsey left 1
gaw several parties bacle of the house; I can’t tell why T wore a mask.”

Q. Would you mask your face to catch a man breaking into a house ?
A. I don’t think I should, ordinarily ; I suppose I went there hecause 1
was asked to; I knew previously of Ielsey’s annoyance of Mrs. Oakley's
folks; T knew Ielsey by sight, but never spoke to him; the man I took
to be Ielsey was not disguised.

Q. What did you sce him do? A. I saw him Jook in at the west side
parlor window. .

A juror.—Do you call that breaking into the house? The witness, with
some perplexity, continued :—There was a light in that window.

Another juror.—\Who put that light there?  Without replying to the
question witness resumed :—\When Ielsey Jeft, he left voluntarily —passing
close hy me. .

Q. Did he break into the house or do anything wrong? A, Not that I
saw; hie had no ladder with him; I was not on the premises next evening
when Kelsey was tareed and feathered; T went home that night about
cight or half-past c¢ight; I saw no disguised persons that evening; my son
Avthur arrived about nine o’clock at my house and stayed till nearly cleven;
I was accused last fall before Justice Monfort; I have never stated to any-
body that we had better come out and tell about the affair; 1 told. Arthur

-
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to go away Just fall so a3 to avoid the service of a subpeeny, and he re-
mained away till the investigation closed.

Q. Did you kvow where he was? A, T did not, and didn’t want to
know; I didn’t ask him where he was going, and didn’t cave where ho
went; there was tar heated in my bavnin the first part of November to
fumigate my house; there was about two quarts ol it; I did say last win-
ter to some parties that the parties who had tarred and  feathered Kelsey
had better tell all they knew about it.

During the session some witnesses {romt New Yok, who had been sub-
neenaed o attend, were examined.  They were frienas of Royal Sammis,
and the presence of one of their number, James Ives, in ITuntington on
the -Hh of November, was proved by several persons who had seen and
talleed with him as he alighted from the train at the depot, and in the main
street of the village,  The theory was advanced that outside partics had
seen summonced to perform the outrage, and it way shown by the evidenco
datinvitations were eiven for that purpose; but the testimony of Ives
was so at varianee with that of the parties whose declarations had been
civen, that buat few new faets could be clicited.  Indeed, the Jast named
witness swore that he was not in ITuntington on the dth of November,
against the evidence of acquaintances who had readily recognized him, and
the truth ol whose statements no one could doubt.  Strong hints of another
arvest for perjury were thrown out, and it beeame plainly apparent that
che ease had other ramilications than what had been attributed to the vil-
fage alone.  ISxactly what these invited persons had to do with the affair,
or what portion of the job was assigned to them, is not clearly known; bug
their presence in the place at the time of the tavring and feathering opera-

. tion is certainly Loo suspicions a fact to be overlooked.

The testimony that was supposed to relate to the finding of a mutilated
portion of the body, and which the coroner said would undoubtedly be of
too shocking and indecent n nature for publication in the papers, was not
given during the sceret session.  In truth the court was not in possession
of nny cvidence at the time tending to throw light upon this part ol
the mysterious aflair.  And so the private.investigation failed of accom-
plishing the object for which it was intended, and really amounted to nothing.
It was attempted too Tate. The parties connected with the disgrace had
arranged to conceal the details of the piot long before, and by a systematio
concurrence in the line of testimony not a single one of the individuals
concerned would reveal anything damaging to his neighbor.

"This condition of things was supposed to have been brought about by
threats and bribes, for the coroner stated at the time the private examina-
tion was decided upon that such a course was necessary in order to protect
innocent persons from physical violence, as he understood that threats had
beer made against the property and ceven the lives of those who might
betray the principals in the erime, and thus reveal the hideous secret.

Had this precaution been taken in time—had the authorities conducted



avoided any publicity ol the proceedings, mueh more might have been ao-
complished, as the defence would ot have had the opportunity, so favor-
ably presented, of preparing their line of action. It was manifest all
through that a scttled determination existed to cover up the worst features
of the erime, and to spare, at all hazards, the guilty parties; and from tho
cvasiveness of some of the witnesses, and the contradictory characler of tho
testimony of others, it is morally certain that if this course had been
adopted at the commencement a great deal of valuable evidence might
have been adduced.

After the Japse of a weck, the inquest—which was still dragging its
weary length along, to the inteuse disgust of thousands who were anxious
to sce the finale of the case—again resumed its session, and this time openly.
The room was well filled, for it had been bruited about that three very
imporlant witnesses would be called on the stand, Dr. Banks, the Widow
Oakley, and Rudolph Sammis.

Mrs. Charlotte B. Oukley, grandmother of Mrs. Royal Sammis, née Julia
Smith, was the first to teshify.

She said that “ Royal Sammis came in at seven o’clock,r. m., of the even-
ing of November 4th; Mr. and Mrs. Wood and Mr. and Mrs. John McKay
came along quite Jate in the evening; I had not invited any of them, and
did not ask how it happened that they had called together; I had never
heard Dr. Banks spealk of inviting some of the neighbors to come in that
evening; it was quite Jate in the evening when I heard they had canght
Kelsey ; I dido’t know where they caught him or where they had taken
him to, aud did not ask .myl)od) ; there was something said, in an informal
way, in the parlor, about going out, and all those present got up together
and went out; Julia and her sister Abbic did not go out with the party, as
they were not present just at that time; when they went out the party
walked down the yard; there were several persons in the yard; T saw the
person who was supposed to be Kelsey, and the party appeared to be Jeav-
ing (he yard; Julia joined me in the yard; T did not see Royal, nor Abbie,
nor Charlotte Merritt in the yard; when we had spoken to IKelsey we went
back into the house, and he made no reply; T Lad had no conversation
about tarring and feathering Kelsey ; did nol know he was to be caught
that night, or titat he was to be tarred and feathiered ; did not know who
tarred and feathered him or who procured it-to be done; I never inquired
about any part of the transaction; there 'was no tar heated in my house
that night—it could not be done without my knowledge; I consulted Dr.
Banks about the annoyance Kelsey was giving me, and we concluded the
only way was to wateh for him and entrap him ; I also asked Dr. Burgress
to come to my assistance if he heard my bell ring.’

Q. Had you any fear that Kelsey would return to your house that night
after you saw liim in your yard? A. I had not.

Q. Why not? A. Well, because his appcarance was such as—

’
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Aanehiter did

District Attorney Tuathill.—Oh) yes.  IHis appearance was such that you
thought he would not be apt to come back, Is that it? A, Well, 1 have
told yon all I know; I lud no idea that hoe would return; I thought he
had .ln:un punished, and L knew he deserved it Dr. Banks came in Lefore
Mr Wood lett, and alter we had been in the yard; I remember asking
James MeKay Lo help wateh for Kelsey 5 Lwanted Kelsey punished by law.,

Q. Did \'(;u sce Nelsey get into your house? A, No, sir; my grand-

: he had a lantern on his arm at the time.

(2. Did you make any attempt to bring the law to bear on Kelsey 2 4.
I went fo—

At this juneture, Mrs. Stuart, the step-danghter of tie witness, and her
cotnpanion in conrt, intevrrupted the proceedings by addressing the coroner,
She said s Dnost speak vight here; District v\ltm'nvy Tuthill himself told
Mrs, Oakley that Kelsey |1.1(1 done nothing illegal”

The Distriet Attorney rose and stated as lollows _

“Upon examination ol the matter [ recommended them to make a com-
plaint, and have him arrested for burelary ift his intent appeared eriminal,
otherwise for trespass. At the same time I assured Mr. McKay, the emis-
sary on behalt of Murs. Oakley, that there was not proof enough to justify a
grand jury in finding a trae bill, as there did not appear sullicient evidence
to make it conclusive that it actually wias Kelsev.”

Witness elosed the import of her evidence by stating that the object of
watching for Kelsey, as she understood it, was to entrap him and have hin
punished for trespass, as sageested by Me, Tuthill,

Rudolph Sannis, lnotlnu of Royal, was next called, and testified :

“ 1 was at home part of the time on the night of November 4th ; I went
up to the village, and carricd my brother Royal at about dusk; I then went
hack home, aud went up again for Royal about ten o’clock and drove him
home—took him right home; the night before that (Sunday night) I was at
Murs. ()ll\](,) s walching for Charles G. Kelsey ; T was asked on Sunday by
James MeKay, at the Fivst Presbytevian Chureh, to go and help wateh for
Kelsey, to capture him breaking into the house, and hand him over to Con-
stable Lratver; this conversation took place at the church shed, pnd there
was nothing else suid ;L told him T would go; I had heard before that
Kelsey had got lnto the house, and we w: mlcd to catch him breaking in; I
had no mask on’

Mr. Platt.—Well, g0 on and tell us all about it.

A. There was only
two of us, myself and Royal; there were

four going back, we two and our
man (Jred Titus) and John Conklin; James was standing in front of the
drug store, and as he said he had come to Lhe village on foot, T asked him
to ride up home; my Lrother and I were on foot—this was the Sunday
night—Royal was ahead of us; I do not think he had any disguise on ;
Royal left Mrs. Oalkley’s house before T did, and T told him to wait for me
under the shed ; after he left Mrs. Oukley’s house T sat on the stoop, and a

raan with an old slouch hat on came in at the front gate, went around the
A
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house, and that was the Just I saw of him; I don’t know that it was
IKelsey.

Q. Dou't you know it was LRoyal who came again into the yard? A. I
don't.

Q. You don’t know whethier it was Kelsey or some one clse? A. No, sir.

Q. Lhen, as you don’t know who it was it might have been your
brother Royal? AL No, I .dow’t think it was; L stayed on Mrys. Oalkley’s
premises until about twelve o’clock ; my brother left about half-past eleven;
I got there about half=past nine o’clock.

Q. Did you see any person on Mrs. Oakley’s premises that night? A, I
might have, but I didi’t know them; I had heard them in there many a
night before that, under the bushes; 1 had heard them rustling and
changing (hieir places; it rained quite heavily that Sunday night;and T went
on the stoop to get out of the rain; the man who went round the house had
some kind of a tippet on; if it was w handkerchief it wasa funny colored one;
it was a kind of ved, or red and white; I expected Kelsey would come on
the premises after Royal el when Ileft T left of my own accord; when I
told Royal I was going to watch, he told me I had better not go; he went
to mect me, Isuppose; Inever heard Royal say they were going to tar and
feather Welsey; 1 saw no disguise in the wagon, exeept an overcoat of
Royal’s; on the night of the tarring and feathering - I brought my
brother to the village in o wagon about dusk; 1 Jeft him at (he Post
office, then hitched my horse under Powell’s shed, went to lsaton’s
and John IMleet’s stores, and then drove home; then, at about half-past
nine, I left home again and went up for him to Mrs. Oakley’s; T went
straight to her house; T heard nothing about tar and feathers until T pot my
brother in the wagon, and then he said somebody had been tarred and
feathered, or Kelsey was tarred and feathered, or he was told it was Kelsey,
or Welsey had had something done to him; when T rang the door bell at
Oakley’s my Dbrother opened the door; when my brother told me about
what had been done T told him I didn’t want to hewr anything about it; I
never saw a club about the premises, at home, about two feet lTong, but
Royal told me recently he had made a club of that kind ; he told me he
threw it away on that Sunday night, after e left the shed at the hotel to go
to Mrs. Oakley’s; T didw’t ask lim why he had it, or why he threw it
away,

Q. When he told you that he threw it away, didn’t you think it was a
strange thing to do, after making it and carrying it so far?

The witness betrayed 1 good deal of uncasiness at this question and stam-
mered out, “ T suppose he wanled to stop Ielsey if he caught him in the
yard.”

Mr. Platt.—With the club? A, Yes.

Q. ITave you ever heard Royal say where Kelsey was caught on that
Monday night? A, No, sir; he always told e he didw’t koow anything
Aliant 1o T noae Lumed anw ana slen gy where Iclsey was caught; never,



heard that he was caught by the fence in front of Mrs. Stuart’s ; T think I
was husking corn all day on that Monday—but I am not {)();ilive; 1 wasin
New York and Brooklyn four or five weeks last f2l} whits the examination
before Justice Monfort was in progress ; I cannefioie aftor it was over; 1
did not know there was a subpana out for me.

There was a confused murmur of voices in (he veom wa Dy Georye P,
wis o pitiabie sigh
to behold—a mere wreek of his former self. T Tair, a sy ol silvery

Banks, the next witness, appeared on the stast. Hlen

gray, falling carclessly over a Lrow furrowed sz \-‘In.\.(‘] bestoke (e
withering sorrow that pierced hissoul, and which had biixheed, iniis course,
all the jov springs of existence.  One short vear, 2l o!), w lmt a change!
Pride and happiness had alike vanished,  Tlis wanner was anxions and
constrained, his voice was sad and melancholy, and the picture of a terrible
e mivrored itself upon his once placid face.  Many of his friends who
had not geen him since the fivst examination in Inatington were amazad at
his appearance, and would never lave recognized him.  With considerable
cmbarrassment Le testified as follows :

“T am Mrs. Oakley’s nearest neighbor; I remember a number of persons
being at my house on Sunday night, I\O\'Cm[)Cl‘ 3d, last ; Dr. S. IT. Durgess’
Ciandius B. Prime, Avthur ‘L. IHued, John McKay ; I don’t recollect sec‘ing
any one clse; none of them were disguised that I saw.”

Q. Did they et any masks while in your house? A, Not that T know
of; I don’t kuow whether they got any when they went ont; I thinl

1 went out with MceIay and Durgess; T didu’t sce any maslk on Dr.:

Burgess; they might have put on their masks in my house and T mieht not
have seen them; T ean’t say whether they were all in the room or not ; after
iliey left my house they wenl on to Mrs. Oakley’s premises; I saw John
MeKay there on her premises ; I saw two or three of them aguin after they
it was alout hall-past nine when I saw MeKay,
there, and I stayed on her premises then until twelve o’clocl; MelCay was

had given up walching;
nearest to e Iodon’t recollect secing Rudolph Sammis there; T don’t
recollect having any conversation with Burgess or Prime when we gave up
the watching ; T have no vecollection of any masks being siven up to me by
any of them when the wateh was over; T don’t know where Mr. Hurd was
stationed 5 T know o other parties who were watching than those I havo
named 5 Burgess and Prime were west of the house; I did nol see Kelsey
that night—I heard footsteps though; Prime and Burgess told me that
come one, whom they supposed 1o be Welsey, passed (liem; no atlempt was
made to stop him ; MeKay was standing near me; T saw no weapon.

Me. Platt.—On the next night, November -[th, were you in Mrs, Oakley’s

house? A, Yes; I saw there Mls Oalkley, her two grand-danghters and |
Royal Sanmis; T think Sammis was in the hall and the others in the sit-

ting-room ; I thinl I had a lantern which T left on the stoop; it was about,

nine o’clock ; I told them that I supposed IKelsey had been caught, from
the noise I heard from the rear of my house; I cannot repeat what was said
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by them; Isuggested that I should go and tell Dr. Burgess and Mr. Wood ;
they agreed to the sugyestion.

Q. What did they say? A, I dow’t remember; L only supposed they
had cavght Kelsey from the subdued noise I heard in Mrs. Oakley’s yard
from my back stoop.

Q. Could you sce those pu%ons‘) A. T could not; 1 thought it must be
IWelsey becanse people had been watching for him l went to Mr. Wood’s
and said L supposed some one had eaught Iclsey, and I asked him to come
over and he said he would; T then went to Dr. Burgess” and told him the
same, and he said he would come; I then went back to Mry, Oakley’s and
saw the same persons there ; Royal was then in the sitting room; I told
them I had summoned Burgess and Wood; I then went home and was at
home abont ten minutes; I went into my stable, and while there heard a
sort of hurrah or shout.

Q. Where did you go then? A, T went to Mrs. Oakley’s yard.

Q. ITaven’t you forgotten a sccond visit you made to Mr. Wood ?
A, (hesitatingly). T think T did go there a second time; T went there the
last time to hurry him up; T saw Kelsey there; he was on the west side of
the yard, about half way down toward the gate; the Iadies walked down the
yard to about where he was; I saw about four or five persons there; T saw
Mrs. Oakley, Miss Smith aad the others I have deseribed; 1 saw no ono
there in disguise; I saw no one around Kelsey; T went within two or threo
féet of him when I first saw him; I saw his face, head and shoulders; T
didn’t ses him only while my light lasted.

Mr. Platt—Your light did not last long when you got ncar him?
A. No.

Q. Well, “while your Jamp held out to burn” what did you sce?
Launghter.) A. I saw Kelsey; T knew it was him ; his neck and shoulders
vero covered with feathers; I did not notico his moustache; hoe had bis
slothes in his hauds; 1 couldn’t sce any of his clothing on him; I noticed
1o blood on him anywhere; he was a broad-shouldered and round-shouldered
nan ; I didn't look at his feet and legs; I was up on the edge of the terrace
r bank and he was a little higher up on the same banl,

Q. When you got close to him what did you do? A, I held the lantern
ip so that I could sce his fuce; I held the lantern up to his shoulder, about;

asked him if this was Kelsey, and he made no reply ; ho struck me on my
boulder with a boot hie had in his hand.

Q. Tle didn’t speak—was he gagped atall? AL I couldn’t sce that he
a8 pageed.

Mr. Platt.—7Yet he didn’t utter a word all that evening ! What else?
v ITe struck at me again as 1 turned to leave and broke my lantern;
1ay have struck him as I turned to leave, but I don’t remember it; after
1y Iantern went out Kelsey went toward the rear of the yard and went out;

didn’t see any one near him then; after he left I went back to Mrs. Oal-
;y’8; I saw the family and the other persons already named in the houso ;
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they talked about the matter; T don’t recollect what was said ; some one
said, “ It was a sickening sight ;” T thought so myself.

Q. What looked sickening? A, His face.

Q. How did that look sickening ? A, He had his hair cut off,

Q. Is it very sickening to see a person with short hair 2 A, It is to me
sometimes; I don’t remember who made any special remarls; T went home
about five minutes later.

Q. llave you ever said Kelsey put on his pantaloons or drawers under
Mr. Wood’s shed 2 A. No, sir; the noise I heard was a kind of shout or
harrah ; T don’t know whether the persons I saw in the yard had made that
shout ; I heard it very distinetly ; 1 supposed it was tar Kelsey had on him,
but I saw mostly feathers.

Q. Kelsey never spoke a word while he was there, according to all the
estimony. How do you account for that? A. T have no explanation,

Mr. Young.—Doctor, why did you invite all the neighbors to this speo-
tacle? A. So that they might remonstrate with him for his annoyance.

Mr. Young here produced Dr. Banks’ mysterious letter to Constable
Trainer, signed “ V. C.)” and asked why, il he considered this movement
to arrest I{elsey a laudable one, he did not sign it with his own name.

The Doctor replied: “ T have no explanation of it to make.”

Mr. Yvung.—It is very unfortunate for you, then.

Dr. Banlks.—Those initials oceurred to me during the conversation with
the constable, and I told him I would sign that way.

Mr. Young.—When you found ICelsey had been caught, did you, as you
have stated was your intention, make any effort to have him brought before
a justice? A, I did not.

A juror.—You siy you went over with your friends to sce that ne harm
was done to Kelsey after he was caught.  Did you think Claadius Prime,
or John McKay, or Dr. Burgess would do violence to him? A No, sir.

Juror.—Then you must have had a suspicion that the men who did
actually have him in charge were men of violent resorts and might injure
him. Who did you suppose they were? A. I had no right to suspeot
anybody.

It is noticeuble that whenever the Doetor was interrogated on prominent
points in the affuir, he had “no explanation to make!” e formed one
of the party that committed the deed—that sent, without the least warning,
a fellow-creature into the presence of his Maker—and yet he professes entire
ignorance of the murder, and declares he “had no rizht to suspect any-
body I Ile made himself conspicuons in ealling together the neighbors
to witness the foul procecdings, so as (o impress the vietim with o full
sense of their importance ! e approached, with his lantern, the shivering
man, and - held ie up so (hat its glare might rest upon the nade form, and
the company that followed closely at his heels stood by to mocle at the vile
degradation ! ITe testifics, under a solemn oath, that Xelsey stood beforo
them naked, and that lie tried to shicld his person {rom the rude gaze of his
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perseeutors, by holding the garments he had worn around his trembling
{orm.

“No explanation to make !’

Was the man pazged that he did not veply to the Doctor’s peremplory
demand, “Is this Ielsey 2”7 That he did not reproach them for their
Lratality 2 No one can rexd the evidenee, and not arvive at this conclusion.
L i mouth had not been stopped beyond the power of utterance, he could
.' casily have raised an alarm that would have bronght a score of sturdy
arms to the rescue. It was not one of those nights when the rural popula-
tion retire carly, and the streets of country villages are unbroken by the
sound of a single footfull.  Nut sixty rods away, in the Suffoll ITotel bar-
room, a large number of hard-fisted toilers were assembled, discussing the
political question, and as the night advanced the noise of their shouls and
revelry could be distinetly heard some distance away. The main strect
was not silent and still) but resonnded with the roll of passivg vehicles and
the tramp of pedestrians.  The least suspicion ol what was being done on
*the Oaldey premises—a single ery of distress—would bave been the signal
for a rush of the crowd to the scene, en masse.

Yes, he was gagged, and the noles of terror and alarm he strove to utter

dieid hollowly away in his throat!

“No explanation to make!” ’

AT but an explanation will be made, and if it comes not from you,
Dr. Banks, it will come from some onc | ' *

It has bccn said that this erime would continue to remain a profound inys-
tery untif the persons engaged in it were brought to fuce the “ King of Ter-
rors,” in the solemn |1o|u of' death!  Then, if not before, will the ¢ cxplan.l—
tion”” be made,  Not onc of the parties who is in possession of the secrel can
calmly cross the dark river with that weight upon his‘conscience ! Not one
of them is so hardened as to resist the ])1(’8.(1111"‘! of the “still, small voice,’

a time when (he soul trembles on the awful abyss of lu ternity I The
thong]xts engendered by that fatal night will flash athwart the brain and
oppose tranquillity, and the grim speetre of the tortared Kelsey will rise to
cloud the spiritual vision, and fill the mind with unvest.  Then, at last,
the explanation will be made plain!  But we have full fuith it will be
made before.  Lire the concluding pages of this book are reached we hope
to solve the mystery, and tell who are the alleged murderers. At least we
ghall expose those upon whom the brand of Cain so severely rests.

At the conclusion of Dr. Banks’ testimony, the coroner announced
another adjournment for two weeks. This action filled everybody with
astonishment, as there seemed to be no good reason why the inquisition
should not be closed up and the case given {o the jury at once.  More than
aix weeks had passed away since the remains were found floating in the waters
of Oyster Bay. A large number of witnesses haid been examined on both
sides, and already enongh oucumstantm] ev1dencc had been adduced to

v hl A D )

R
)






all was not right. Public opinion is a difficult thing to control, and when
once aroused it takes rapid strides, and jumnps at conclusions with little or
no deliberation.  In this case there appeared to be a necessity for it What.
was the reason for the delay, i it was not to gain time?  And the time
thus gained might be injurious to the prosccution and the cause of juslice,
It was manifestly the aim of certain parties to prolong the investigation
until it would be too late for the approaching session of the Circuit Court,
and thus carry the trial over to another term, in the hope that in the long
interval the aMair might be partially forgotten.

Meanwhile the tar party was not idle. They made frantic attempls to
escape the retribution that awaited them, and to save themselves from
public odium.  They laughed to seorn the idea of Kelsey being dead, and
stoutly asseverated their beliel in his continued existence.  As a last resort
they circulated the report that the missing man would be produced by thern
inside of three or four weeks,  Charles G. Kelsey, they declared, was alive,
and living in California. It transpives that nearly twenty-five years ago,
George Kelsey, the oldest of the Kelsey brothers, went to California aund
never returned. It was supposed by his family and friends that hie was
dead, as the correspondence that was regularly received [rom him long
since ceased.  Now it was asserted that Charley was in that far ol State,
personating his absent brother.  To this item of intelligence it was added
that a detective had been dispatehed there, to return him to l‘[unLing[on,
and to his mourning kindred.

Such vain and futile attempts tosupport a hopeless cause met with no
uncoinr:ng(:mﬂnb from the public at large. The ruse was altogether too
transparent.  IKelsey alive!  “I'he vietim of such vile and diabolical treat-
ment—lorturo never before heard of in o civilized community—still in the
land of the Jiving!  As well might the argument be put forth that the
man possessed more than human attributes, and was incapable of being
killed U "This, in the fice of the most convincing proof  that a brutal
tragedy had been enacted in theiv midst, was a diveet insult to the law-
abiding people of Huntington, and was still more aggravatings coming, as
it did, upon the heels of the announcement that letters of administration had
been issued on the estate of the decensed, and of the offer of an additional
reward of $1000, by the Supervisors of Suffoll county, for evidence leading,
to the conviction of his murderers,

Now really what were Kelsey’s offences that his life should pay the for-
feit?  What had he done to deserve death at the hands of a reckless and
violent mob?  “These ave pertinent questions, and to answer them the reader
must be earried back to the early pages ol this boole, and pass slowly in re-
view througl all the faults that aree Taid to the unfortunate man’s charge.  In
the first place, he was guilty of (alling in love with a young girl, a mishap
which has attended the generations of men sinee the time the unsopliisti--
catedd Adam discoverald in the fair and blooming ISve, and the whole sister—
hood of her descendants, certain innate qualities that called forth his un-



ouwaed adimration and vespeel,  This altachment Kelsey persisted in,
nobwithstanding the opposition of the youne lady’s relatives, who had other
plans Tor her matrimonial wellure. Tt is useless to put forward the excnse
that Miss Smith gave no encouragement to her admirer, as she stoutly
assert=. Joove bezets Tove; and the very fact of her being waited upon by
im: combats Ul theory, aud establishes beyond a doubt that she recipro-
cated his ardent passion, and would, if unmolested and uninflnenced, have
yeelded her entive devotion into his keeping.  Nothing seems more natural
than that this should be the case. At least it so appears to C\'m‘)"ulmcr\'im,;
person who has followed the diselosures that have been made from time to
thime.  Is it such a gricvous sin for a man to love a woman?  What counld
Le more natural 2 The world has given many examples of what men have
endured 1o anin the olject of their affections.  Those who have been
deemed stoies on every point have fallen before the power of “love’s lvight
dream,” and acknowledged themselves conquered.  Many have filled o
snicide’s grave through excess of blinded zeal; but there scems to be no
case on recovd where a man was subjected to the most cruel torture, and
finally death, simply beeanse of his Jove and heart devotion to a maiden.
The trouble with poor Kelsey was that he “loved not wisely, but too well 1”
[Tis nature svould brook no interference in the affaiv on the part of the family
f his idol. When she was ready to dismiss him from her side it would
e time enoush (o sacrifice his passion on the altar ol unrequited Tovel
hen, and not before!  But an unexpected obstacle erossed his path, and
hreatened to chase away all the bright hopes he had formed for the future,
t came in the person of” Royal Samnis, -
Julids grandmother, not liking Kelsey, determined that she shounld
stow her hand upon Royal. Ielsey, with equal firmness, would nog
eid to the latter’s claim, and decided that he would win her if possible.
t least he would continue his wooing!  1Ie had the priovity of affeetion
ontweigh any cfforts his rival might make.  Juoli’s position was an
Jeward one now ! Shie stood between two firest Shie was so infortunate
to be loyed by two gentlemen at one and the same time! On one side
ywas menaced with the severest displeasure of her aged relative il she
‘mitted Welsey’s continned attentions, and ou the other the no less Litter
roaches ol her persevering suitor!  What could she do?  The laws of
conntry probibited the possession of both in the marriage relation, even
he had desived it, andd she must quickly decide between them ! Wihich
d she take?  The counsel of older heada at last prevailed) and she
induced to sever her connection with Kelsey, and turn the current of
love in the divection of Sammis,  The transfer was duly made!  Whay
it matter to the scheming fumily if one heart was sadly crnshed in the
yrmance? Simply nothing ! The question of outraved feelings was
taken into account. Interest and expediency cavried the day against
entreaty and argument.  Kelsey was left out in the cold to ponder on
instability of the sex.



We come now to the letters about which so much has been said, and
which were attributed to his hand.  Did they really emanate from him ?
Were they the productions of his pen?  We answer in the light of human
reason, Nol o They were not natural to him! No person of sound mind
coull indite sueh missives Lo the being upon whom he lavishes his allee-
Cons, and alterwards appear in her presence without experiencing a senso
of selfcondemnation that wouid wither him at a single glance! e conld
cover meet the five that wonld flash from her eyes as she fixed them upon
o, aned sgand andismaved before the scornful gaze of insalted purity ! No!
i1 he was their author—if" his hand traced the obnoxious lines, then his
intellect was erazed, and that hand was impelled by the throes of insanity !
Lo that ease he shonld have been an object o pity rather than malice, and |
sympathy for his misfortune should have taken the place of heartless brotal-
ity.  Bat the man was nol suffering from incipient insanity. e was in his
right mind, and betrayed no such symptoms, I the truth was known,
those letters could he traced to other sources!  And they were sent for a
purpose ! This may scem like a thrice told tale, but natural conclusiony
forbid the thought that Charles G. Ielsey was the writer of them. Was
it found neeessary o produce [ilse evidence of the worthlessness of his
character before Miss Smith would tear his imaze from her heart?  ow
casily such evidence might have been manufactoral; and its authorship
traced o C a

Furthier. Tt has been stated that he was cauzhit entering her hed-cham-
ber in the night, and that by a fortunate ciren

arles!

n

stanee the room was occu-
nied by abady friend ol the family, and not by Miss Julia herself, at the
cime of the nocturnal visit,  The season was siaimer, and the window was
el open Lo admit aocooling breeze. The lady wos awakened from her
givabers by the toneh of a lind upon her faez and down hee breast.  Sho
srars np, aind confronls a man!  No particutar alarm is felt at the suidden
awekine, the strangeness ol the hour, or the intruder’s presence!  Very
1 thodically she raises herselt to asitling posture, and endeavors to solve
the man's identity U Terror did not cause her to scream and “startle the
ashuorkood with her frightened eriest She appeared quite self-possessed,
o bosought to ¢ject the visitor by her own feeble strensth ! \What woman
cantd pass through such an ordeal so calmly 2 The very fuct of being
ciy avonsed from sleep in the dead hour of nieht, and finding ouliined
g ainst the dim shadows the form of a man standing at the bedside, would
fnapire suilicient fear to canse o rending shrick to izsue from the throat that
would startle the echoes around, and speedily bring the other inmates to
the rescue ! The quick transition from undisturbed tranquillity to sudden
and overpowering dread would oppose screnity, and call into action all the
forces of natural frizht!  No! the story is too ineredible !

Besides, it Kelsey wag the lecherous wreteh he hus been painted, and did
really violate the sunctily of that chamber, why did not the family, on
learning the circumstances, bring the law to bear upon him for the act?




Why did they not blazon forth the man’s villainy, that every one might
know there existed in the neighborhood a living embodiment of all that
was gross and vile? Theo, instead of the cold, dark waters for a winding-
gheet, he would have been immured within prison walls, and the locality
of Iuntington would have been rid of his contaminating presence.

Were his offences capitul crimes that could only be wiped out with his life ?
Did Miss Smith desive a blood-atonement to appease her wounded sensi-
bilities?  IPorbid the thought! And yet she abetted the deed. She bore

witness to at Jeast a portion of the punishment, It has been. proved in '

evidence that she accompanied her grandmother to the spot where Kelsey
stood in his degradation.  Her betrothed husband, too, composed one of
the group that surrounded the helpless man,  We leave it to the reader to
guess what were the emotions that thrilled the hearts of these two—so soon
to enter on life’s journey together—as their mutual glances rested upon the
brutal spectacle!l _

In the interval to the re-opening of the inquest, which was postponed
beyond the appointed time by Coroner Baylis, Colonel Sidney de Xay,
Aide-de-camp to Governor Dix, arrived at Huntington to make an official
inquiry into the facts and circumstances connected with the outrage and
mysterious murder. This action on the part of the State was rendered
aecessary by the manifest inability of the town authorities to clear up tho
ase and bring to punishment the real culprits, and those who were ac-
ressories to the appalling crime.

The colonel held personal interviews with scveral parties in the village
vho.might be able to impart information that would aid him in the pre-
varation of his report to the Governor of the State.  Among those whom
we called upon in pursuing his investigations was the Rev. Dr. Carter,
astor of the Iirst Presbyterian Church, of which Dr, Banks, William J.
¥Vood, Jolin McKay, Claudius B. Prime, Jumes McKay, Julia Smith,
ammis, and Charles G. Xelsey, as well as other persous involved in the
rime, are, or were at that time, members.  The arrival of this gentleman
t s0 opportune a period, with extraordinary powers to unravel the various
atanglements of the singular plot, created considerable excitement in the
lace, and set agoing all the gossiping proclivitics of the people.  All the
ast developments in the affair were carefally noted, and Coroner Baylis,
" Queen’s county, who conducted the inquest, was called upon to furnich
ter facts bearing on the tragedy.  The purpose of the Governor evidently
as to acquaint himself with all the detuils of the shocking erime, through
i¢ medium of *his private secretary, and then to offer a reward on' the part
" the State for the appreliension of the most guilty parties.

The little village of Iuntington became still more prominent as o pro-
der of news, and people everywhere felt an intense interest in the revela-
sns that had been and were still being made in the remarkable murder.
he great New York dailies furnished a corps of regular reporters to
iwronicle the very latest intelligence from the scene, and the telegraph wires
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found new and profitable employment.  Everywhere the mystery that for
nearly a year had bafffed all the skill of local enterprise was talked about,
The “ Huntington sensation” was in every mouth. It was the sole topic
of conversation in city and town. Nor was public interest in the heartless
killing confined to any:scclion or locality. From the far off hills of
Colorado came a published longing that the cloud might be lified, and the
dead Xelsey be avenged in the legal punishment of his murderers,  Iven
across the hrond Atlantie, on the sbhores of the Old World, people had
taken up the subject, mud an article in the London Pall Mall Gazetle dwelt
with considerable length upon the awful deed, and stigmatized the authors of
the outrave in no measnred terms. Surely, “Man’s inhumanity to man
makes conntless thousands mourn

And the truth of the poet’s maxim was certainly verified in the general
interest that had centred around the terrible event.  Men felt in their own
hearts the barbarie enormity of the act, and deep sympathy for the tortured
vietim cansed a shuddering theill of horror to course through the frame,
that sent the warm blood surging along the veing with more rapid foree, as
the mind tovk wp the thought of the hideous mutilation, and laid bare the
awful agony the bleeding Kelsey endured.  And this portion of the aflair
was what ealled for the londest censure and severest punishment on the
part of the people. IProm all quarlers of the habitable globe the news-
papers are daily furnishing the details of murders and all the other desper-
ate acts in the wtadogue of blood, and the public have become sated with
the record, and turn away from the sickening narraiives with feelings of
the most intense disgust.  But the history of this brotality is too shocking
to be passed by indifferently. It is entirely outside of the list of cruclties
which the public have been aceustomed to read. It is not only a murder,
but the ntmost limit to which human suffering can go ere the spirit breaks
loose from the quivering flesh. 1lence the decp interest that is felt on all
sides in the unnatural erime.

On I'riday, the twenty-fourth day of October, the inquest was finally
resuimed,  The lnrge room attached to the Pavilion ITotel was filled before
the proceedings commenced, and every countenance was animated with the
hope that the day’s session would terminate the long investigation and
determine who were Lo be held for complicity in the aflair,  The levity on
the part of some of the witnesses, which characterized the evidence, would
not be allowable in a city court room, and was a diggrace to the judicial
assemblage.  Colonel De Kay was present during the day, and occupiced a
seat near the Coroner, where he was busily engaged in observing the progress
of the examination. It was stated that immediately upon its conclusion he
would slart for Albany, to lay the delails of the case before the Governor
and the Attorney General,

The first witness sworn was William J. Young, Assistant District Attorney
of Queen’s County.  ITe testified :

«T knew Charles Q. Kelsey by sight and bave spoken to him, but had

-
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nd feathered by bLeing told of it about nine o’clock on the morning of
lection day; it is my impression that Thomas Aitkins first told me in his
tore ; I had not previonsly been told that it was the intention to catch
Lelsey ; T had heard that he had got into Mrs. Oakjey’s window ; I have an
ndistinet impression that Julia Smith herself told me at her house; I spoke
w some one and asked if this I{clsey trouble still continued, and was
answered that it was a great deal worse, T asled in what way, and some
one, I think Julia, said; ‘e has come in at the window ;” T had conversa-
tions with Royal Smnmis about the watching for Kelsey on scveral occa-
sions, as well as in reference to these proceedings; I don’t remember the
conversalions ; don’t vemember half of them.”

Mr. Young.—Well) mive us that half. A, I do not remember any of it
I remember szying (o him it wag a farce; I remember saying to him that
I did not think he need fear being hanged for it; I can’t say whether I
know (he propie who tarred and feathered Ilelsey, but if you will tell me
who did it, T witl teli you whethee T kuow them or not. (Indications of dis-
gust by spacizters aud jurors) T said to IBlwood Crossman Jast fall that it
was a pily thet that givl should be pestered by that fellow, and that some-
body ought o ealch Lionand puvish him; or sce that he was punished ; 1
may have satd he should be taveed and feathered.

By a juror.—Do you know that Kelsey is not dead? A. No. I only
thinl: so.

Another juror.—Do you think that a man would Jeave his home and
friends as he did and roam the world an outeast? A, I think he would ; 1
would if I was tarred and feathered.

William Streeter, a printer by occupation, residing in Glen Cove, Long
Island, was next called on the stand.  IIis testimony relates to a conversa-
tion which Ire overheard between two men on a railroad train while poing
to New York. Ilis evidence is as follows

“X went to New Yorle on the cars two weeks ago last Sunday ; I heard
in {he cars at that time a conversation between two men; Tean only renem-
ber the leading points of it now; the conversation took place while the
train was travelling between Iyde Park and Hunter’s point; my attention
was attracted by hearing two persons on the scat behind me conversing
quite Joudly on this Kelsey affuir; the first remarks 1 heard were I tell
you he was taken right opposite my place of business ;” onc of then was a
short, thick-sct man ; the other was taller, and had short black side whiskers;
the Jatter is the one who made the remark I have given ; he went on to say
he saw onc of the party take Kelsey ; that there were cight of them, and that
onc of them struck him with a hickory club, and that he tore the masks off
one or two of them, which so cnraged them that one of them, with an iron
spike in his hand, was going to drive it into his head, but was prevented
from doing so by some of the others who were present; the man said he
{“ccoguizcd the men who had their masks torn off; the man who was telling
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thig, 1 have since learned is Whelen, and the other man is named, I think,
McEvoy; Whelen said he could recognize them ally and put his hand on the
shoulider of every one of them; Whelen said he followed them when they
ook Kelsey away to where they tarred and feathered him ; saw Dr, Banks
hold the fantern while the tar was applied ; saw a servant girl go into the
house and throw from an upper window a bag, from which' the feathers
sorintiled on Kelsey were taken, and, [ think, he said Miss Smith was
<andinz on the stoop all the tiae 5 he than said there were four who tarred
sl athered himy and the other four Killed him; he then mentioned the
vames of adl the eighe parties, but Lonly vemember three names—those of
Ui Bnks, one called Lves) and another named Huvd 3 1 can’t remember
the other numes positively; Whelen then went on to say that he had been
talking to the parties befure it occurred, and that they said they intended (o
mutilate him; Whelen then said that he believed they had done so after
they had kiiied hims e also enid that one of the pavties called al his place
of business alter the afliiv, aned that the party told him not to mention it;
Nicitvoy asked Whelen why he did not testify to thiz, and Whelen answered
that hie had no one to support his testimony and it would be no good;
\Whelen then said that o pavty liad come to him and asked hine which side
Lie ook, and said that, in s nulshell; i was “gin against respectability ;?
Whelen s:\i}l he asked the paefy which side represented the respeetability,
and the party replied, CThe side Dr Banks is on ;" Whelen says he then
remarked that if that was the cuse he wanted to be on the side of the sin
party 5 that the man then remavked to Whelen that he (Whelen) had a good
many (riends on the other side, and that Whelen sad, Well) if theve ave, T
want (o see them punished ;7 a0 Meo Baker, employed with me, was on the
seat beside me; Whelen appeared to speak as though he meant it seriously;
I have an indistinet impression that he used the names of Royal Samumis,
Prime, McI{ay and Baldwin, as being in the party of eight; T am pretty
certain as to the use of the name of Prime; I Jearned that the men were
Whelen and MelEvoy by name, on Wednesday last, when T went over to
Tluntinglon with the Coroner to see i€ L could i(lél)hif:v the men ; the only-
thing further that I heard said in reference to the mutilation was that some
doctor had told them that it wouldn’t hurt him anyhow.”

The witness was then requested to rise and look around and see if he
could identily the two men.  Ie did so, and pointed out Mr. Whelen and
Mr. McEvoy among the spectators.

To Mr. Tuthill—TI spoke to Melivoy in Iluntington, on Wednesday,
0 23 Lo get him to spealk, and as soon as I heard him speak T recognized him.

"o a juror.—I was under the impression that he was the man as soon as
I saw him, but when he spoke I recognized him instantly.

To another juror—I was sitting in front of them, and turned in the seat
s0 a3 to hear more accurately ; at times, when a big point came out, I nudged
Baker, or winked to him, and he did the same to me; I said it was a pity
there wasn’t a reporter there. (

6



I have not read the reparts of this case since the first accounts were pab-
lished at the time the ontrage took place; I.have scen them occasionally
since, and noticed that the case was continually adjourned from time to
time.

Stephen Baleer next testificd. ilis evidence corroborated, to some extent,
that of the previous wicness

“1 yeside in Glen Cove, and am employed in the staveh factory; I was in
the cars with Moo Sireeter on the occasion referred to and heard the conver-
sation e has deseribed 5 one of the men said he made the boots for Ielsey ;
the other suid that a man came to his place and told him that they had
caught Iedsey, and that lie didn’t want this man to say anything ; I don’t
remember hearitg them say who the parties were ; T didn’t hear him say
that hie could pat bis han:d on them ; they might have said it.”

To the Toreman.—T didn’t pay much attention to what was said, but there
was counsiderable tallc,

To Mr. Young.—I did not endeavor to hiear their conversation ; T think
I heard something said avout a spike.

To the Coroner.——I thinlc T heard Dr. Banks’ name mentioned.

To My Young.—The tarring and feathering were spoken of ; one of the
parties said he dido’c think the parties who tarred and feathered him
were the parties who killed him.

To Mr. Tuthill.—I doi’t think T had any conversation with Strecter at
the time; 1 hit him on the clbow, or he nudged me, I don’t remember
which.

By the Coroner.—To draw his attention to the conversation 2 A, Yes.

To Mr. Young.—After we left the cars Streeter said something to the
effect that it was a pity there wasn’t a reporter there.

To Mr. Tuthill.—Strecter had a newspaper, which he appeared to malke

believe he was reading.

To a juror.—They appeared to have a loud voice, but I don’t thinlk they
were talking above the tone of ordinary conversation. '

After a short recess, the following named witness, Martin Whelen, was
called to the stand and the onth administered.  ITe testified :

“T went home from the shop about six o’clock on the evening of Novem-
ber 4th ; returned to the village about seven o’clock, and attended a political
meeting 5 went home with my brother about ten o’clock; saw no person
seized that night and nothing unusnal ; first heavd of the outrage on Jelsey
next day from Idward Scaman, a workman in my employ; Seamun asked
ine if I heard about ¢ the Kelsey bivd” last night, and T told him I didw’t
understand what he weaut ; he said Ielsey had been tarred and feathered ;
a couple of days later he told me that he had been told of it by Mr. ITurd’s
hostler, Michael Morun; he told me that Moran said they had caught Xelsey
in frout of my place; Seaman did not tell me whether Moran stated these
things of his own knowledge; there was nothing further told me beyond
some jokes ubout it.”

—_——
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Q. Did any onc clse ever talle to you about it? A, Yes, sir; when I
went to Riverhead on a horse trial ; James Conkling told me that some men
were watching for Kelsey, and that they were going to cateh him and punish
him ; he didn’t say how they were going to punish him; he didn’t say any-
thing about tar and feathers; I didn’t think from the way he spoke that he
was watching; I understood that he had heard it through the church folks
(laughter); I have heard Joseph K. Conkling of ITuntington say that the .
Saturday evening preceding November 4th heand John MeKXay were coming
down the street past Mrs. Oakley’s house and saw a man standing in {ront
of her bouse; that Johin Melay dropped a pareel or bundle and ran across
the street, and Conkling savs he himself went home; the next time Conk-
ling met MeKay he asked MeKuay what they plopo:.cd to do with Kelsey,
and Mciay told him what they were going Lo do, and Conkling said he
told McKay there would be trouble if it were done; I do not remember
whether Conkling told me what McICay said was to be done, but if he did tell
me I have forgotten what it was; Moran, when I have talked with
him about it, always told me he knew nothing about it ; I do not now know
any of the parties who committed the outrage on Kelsey; I wish I did
know ; T know of nothing whatever further that L vemenber, though there
may be incidents which may recur to me.

Q. Did you go to New York one Sunday about two weeks ago with
Mclivoy? A. I did; there were two men sitting in front of us; I was
talking with MclSvoy about the outrage, and said what a terrible affuir it
was for the community; that T would like to know who did it, for I would
lilke to sce them go to State Prison.

A juror.—That you would like to see one of them go to State Prison did
yousay 7 A. No, sir; but all who were connceted with it.

To Mu. Xoung.—-]\IdJVO) saidd he had heard some one say that Moran
knew all about it, and Mclivoy said if Moran did know it he should tell it,
but that Moran really knew nothing concerning it; I heard nothing said
about McEvoy making Xelsey’s hoots that I can remember; I never knew
that McEvoy made them until this moining; I used Dr. Banks’ name and
said T thought he was blamed for more than he should be blamed for; I.
can’t remember one-sixteenth of the story told by M. Streeter to-day, but
I suppose I talleed pretty londly against these tar people and said they
should be hanged or imprisoned ; I did mention something about feathers
being thrown from the window by a servant girl in the house; I had only
heard -of that in ordinary village talk.

To a juror.—I did not know the tarring and feathering was to be done;;
T wish I had, and I should have tried to protect the man.,

Lo the Coroner.—I have talked with McEvoy about our convérsation this
morning, just to refiesh my memory.

A juror.—Did you refvesh it? A. Not much ; he says he didn’t say any-
tlnnrr (Considerable laughter.)

Edward Seaman, the next wnan:q suumcd to know nothing at all abont



the case.  When asked, “What do you know about this matter, Mr, Seca-
man?”” he answered, “ Nothing at all.” .

Q. Where were you on the night of November 4th? A, At home by
cight o’clock, in bed and asieep.

Q. ]Il\(,_)UU ever talked with anybody about it? A, No, sir.

Q. Did you hear Mr. Whelen's testimony—didu't you tell Lim something
about it ?

A. Not that I remember; I may have eaid something  about it
when Moran and me were both pretty well drunk.  (Toud and prolonged
Jaughtes)

Bdward Melsvoy testified that he could nob remember definitely what
was said between himsell and Whelen, but they talked about the whole
Kelsey case; witness remembered heaving something said by Whelen to the
cffect that somebody had a spike and that Moran should tell all he knew;
witness said he shonld tell it if he knew anything; witness heard John Betts
say, that he conld dWlentify three of them or five of them ;s e knew uno
partics who took part in the tarring and feathering.

The evidence of the next witness, John Bcttq wag a laughable farce. e
testified :

Q. What is your occupation 2 A. Tailor, sic; the best tailor on Long
Island (great laughter); L live in Huutington; 1 did not say I could
identify three or five of those men; Isald I was satisfied who five of ’em
were, but L eouldn’t swear to’em ; Isaw ’em cutting up their shines, though;
they were acting e mountebanks, and watching three roads; the three
roads are the roads opposite My, Hurd’s; I thinle they had masks on them;
if Ttold you who they were you would know; I did not see them well
enougzir to know who they were; they wero all grown men; I am certain
there were five; they were running into each other and acting like dis-
orderly boys; I did nol hear them speak; they were standing there; I
passed on; I am satisficd in my own mind who they are, but I can’t swear
to them; my owu impression wont do; I wont do i, sir; I ean’t doit; I
wouldn’t do it; L wouldi’t do it for a million of money ; you can’t get any-
thing out of me, sir; T don’t know who the men were.

To a juror.—These men were dressed in drab clothes, all of about the ono
color; the masky were not very darle; I thinl they were about the samo
color nsg the coals.

T'o another juror.~—DMy impression was at the time by their gait and shape
and everything ; they acted like drunken men, but I thought them sober; T
am sure Royal Summis wag nol one of the five; I don’t think Ives was
amonyg them,

By a juror.—\Yas Arthur M. Prime among them? A, Don’t ask me
any such questions.

By Mr. Young.—Was C. B. Prime one of them? A, Don t asl mo any
such questions; I sce what you are getling at,  (Laughter.)
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By a juror.—You are net willing to answer as to Arthur Prime?
A. That’s all right, sir.

By Mr. Young.—Was James Conkling one of them? A, Don’t aslk me
any questions.

Q. Was Rudolph Sammis one of them ? A, I don’t think he was.

Q. Was Dr. 8. II. Burgess one of them ? A, Don’t ask me no questions,

Q. Do you think you recognized Arthur M. Prime? A. Don’t ask me
Do queslions.

Q. Was Michael Moran onc of them? A, Don’t ask me that question
I mean to all these questions when T say *Don’t ask me,” that I’d rather be
excused from answering,

Q. Wag Scudder M. Prime one of them? A, I don’t think he was.

By a juror.—Do you think i you answered these questions you might
be tarred and feathered? A, I think they are damned cowards cnough,
(Indications of disgust on the part of the aundience.)

Mr. Young.—Now, there are four here concerning whom yéu would
rather not answer.  Now, who is the filth? A, I think you ought to be
able to get at that.  (Tanghter))

To the Coroner.—1I think I knowed then all pretty well ; I don’t think
John McIKay was one of them. .

A juror.—Did you tell who you thonght they were to your wife or family ?
A. No,sir; I don’t tell my wife anything I wint to keep, or it would be
known all over the neighborhood soon.  (Great Janghter.)

By Mr. Young.—Ifave you ever accused any of those men that you thinle.
you saw there with being masked, or in that party? A T did call one of
those fellows, one of the Primes, a murderin’ devil one night when I was a
little tight, and got into a fuss with him,

Q. Which one was that? A, Arthur M. Prime; I never saw such a
gang before in TTuntington as they were; some ol ’em come for me, as I
thought, but they stopped when they see’d John Detts.

Nathanicl Smith was the last witness sworn.  Ilis testimony is as
follows :

“T tended bar last fall at Powell’s Iotel, Tluntington ; I noticed nothing
that I remember on the night of the 3d or 4th of November; I think I was
away on the night of the 3d; one or two nights after the thing happened I
heard Me, TTurd talking to a gentleman, a friend of his, in the bar-room ;
he said, *Oh, by the way, we eatched Kelsey the ather night, and tarred and
feathered him good; I don’t think he will trouble Miss Smith any more, or
be in ITuntington any morve.”  DBefore that he had been telling his friend
all about the affair—how Kelsey had been annoying Miss Smith, and ‘all
that ; after that they moved away to another part of the bar-room ; that was
before there was any investigation about it; I had never seen the stranger
before ; and have not seen him since.”

To a juror.—I can swear that Mr, Hurd said, “ We tarred and feathered
Kelsey,” as though ho was one of the party. '
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This ended the taking of the testimony before the coroner. The latter
evidence was of little importance as bearing directly upon tho crime, or in
aiding the jury to arrive at a satisfactory verdict. There was nothing in the
conduct of the last day’s session to give it the stamp of authority, or to Jead
an attentive observer to suppose that the proceedings were held in the
interest of justice, to determine who were participants in the awful murder.
It ended in a ridiculous farce.  John Betts, the chubby old man who gave
himself the reputation of being ““the best tailor on Long Island,” should
have been arrested for contempt on thespot; and his was not the only
behavior which called for stern repression on the part of the court.  There
were several instances ol asimilar kind, though per

nly con-
temptuous, that diszraced the solenyn c‘.):n'uc!ur of the inquest-.

Afier a short discussion of no general intevest, the coroner arose and
addressed the jury in the following laconiec manner: :

“ Clentlemen, inasmuch as Leannot very well charge you withont charging
youdirectly in favor ol onceside or the other, I shall not charge youatall. You
Lave heard the evidence. You may retive and deliberate npon your verdicet.”

At seven o’cloelo in the evening the jurymen repaired to an upper room in
the building, and commenced lhur deliberations.

Meanwlile, an anxious erowd filled the hotel and penetrated to the room
where the investipation wag held. The assemblage was largely inereased
by wagon loads ol men who came in from the surrounding country. Publio
expectation was on the tiptoe of excitement.  The bar-room was thronged
with people, Some endeavored to wile away the time in playing cards,
and others entertained groups of interested listeners with narratives of sur-
prising events that had happened to them, with an oceasional variation of
the subject by acgencral invitation to the bar. The hours dragoed slowly
along. Many o corions gaze was directed (o Lhe room where the “ twelve
coodd men and frue” were indeliberative session, the Tight which gleamed
from the windows revealing to the carnest crowd below that the end would
soon be reached.

Waiting for the verdict!  What strangely solemn thoughts it inspives ag
the mind contemplates the awlul gravity of the situation! Y hat fears hang
apon its words b he questions of guilt or innocence, of hope or despair,
e or death!

Midnicht arrived, aud still no Gdings from that upper room ! Bat the
rowd Tingered ony inc expectation of v speedy result. Thwo o'cloele came,
ad then the annonncement was made that as there was no probability
f their arviving al @ ummimous verdict the jury would be dismissed
or the night. At last the waiting crowd dispersed, vexed and disap-
ointed. :

ISarly that morning the jury wore again convened, and after comparing
sotes and pondering on the subject for threc hours and a half] tlxey ngreed
spon a verdict, the Lext of which is as {ollows :



CHARLES Q. KELSEY.

Gharles @. felfey.
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DE. BANKS, ONE OF THE LFADERS OF THE “TAR PARTY.”

Dr. Banld, cluer der Leiler der ,, Lheer-Parlei.”
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An inquisition taken before Valentine Baylis, one of the Coroners
Queen’s county, Staie ol New York, and a jury of Lwelve wen, duly su
monced and sworn, Teoid at the hoase of AL AL Reed, o the village ol Oys
Bay, on the vanains isand floating i the harbor of Oyster Bay, Quece
county, State of Kew Yok, an the 29th day o August, 1873, do say up
ticie oaths that the sant venmanns are those of Charles Gu Ielsey, a vesids
of the town of Juntington, Sallolle county, State of New York, who d
appeared [rom that place on the might of November dth, 1872, And
jury further find that the said Charles G. Kelsey came to his death
reason of brulal treatment reecived at the hands of certain persons fo
jury anknown, in said town of Huntington, on the night of November 4.
1872 and the jury also find that Royal Sammis, George B. Banks, Arth
T Haed, Williame J. Wood, John Melay and Henry R Prime aide
abetted and countenanced by their presence the committal of (he gross ot
rage and inhuman vielenee upon the person of the said Charles G Ielsc
which led to hig denth on the night of November dth, 18725 and th
Avthor M. Prime, Clauding B. Prime, 8. I, Burgess, Rudolph Samn
and James McKay were accessories before the fuct !

Vaventine Bavrs, Coroner.

Jamig M. Burti, Ioreman. SAMUEL S. SUMMERS.

Joun Witson Sarril. ALEXANDER IFFLEMING.
Jamig Sraning, 4 James SyvirenLiey CLARK.
Joux 11 Vs, Josseir Do Waeuer.
Iiowaro Loxa. Josrru Lunra.

Daxien No Casuow. Jonn Woow.

It wag hardly expected, feom the testimony clicited doring the nvesting
tion, that the jury could estabhsh the exact degres of auilt of any ol
partics whom they hive acraigued. "The positive evidenee was (oo mean
for that.  But it was anticipated  that the erime wounld be ealled by i
vightful name of muarder.  Brutal treatinent” 15 o (eifiine o acenstic
to apply to the perpetators of i deed from whieh all the natiead instinets ¢
man turn away with diseosting abhovrence. However, with the sweepi
charneier of the verdict, the public cannot fail o be sansfied. Teinelad
the nanes of all those who are known to have leat theie assistance, cith
diveetly orindirectly; to the horeid work,  Six for aiding and abetiine, m
Ly their presence countenancings the committal of the ontrage, and five
aceessories belore the facl, Ileven o all, Sueh s (he record) ns esta
lished by wn intelligent jury of theiv peers, and on it they must ktand belt
the enlichtened opinton of the world,

The Bupreme Court has alveady taken preliminary action in the case,
the opening ol the session in- Riverhead, Long Island, the TTon, Joeph
Bavoaed, Presidiug Judge, charged the Grand Jure, and among of!
things he alluded feelingly to the murder of Charles (G Kelsey as an infanmy
outrage: upon the good name of the county of Suffoll, and a erime wh
called for speedy investigation by the Grand Jary.  ITe denominated i
an almost nameless erime, and charged them, as matter of law, that i
perpetrators intended to kill Kelsey when thev-mutilatéd him it was murc
and if" they mutilated him without intending to kill him,and hedied in ¢
sequence thereof, they conld find a bill either for manslaughter’ or mayhe

It is hoped that the District Attorney will be able to procure the atte
ance of the necessary witnesses before this Grand Jury, and that the t
of the case will procecd at once. Meantime, the implicated parties
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Tuntington will be arrested and held to await its action. A delay, how-
ver, would probably bring out other parties as accomplices in the killing,
vhom the Coroner’s jury at Oyster Bay say in their verdict are now unknown.
And thus this remarkable afliir for the present ends.

\e'hat punishment is in store in the future for the evildoers remains to be
cen. Kelsey, who yielded wp his life to their bratal atrocities, Jong since
assed Lo that “ bonme from which no wraveller ¢er returns!” Aftera long
witching of the angry waves—the prey of the numerous fishes that infest
he deep—a portion ol s remains have at last found a resting-place among
he tombs ot his [athers! A sense of solemn quiet will ever pervade the
ot where he lies in a dreamless repose—unbroken by the busy scenca
wonnd hing, and undisturbed by the noisy strile of contending factions] Will
lie be forgotten outside of that tone civele who yet shed tears of bitter anguish
over his loss 7 \Will the world have no kindly tear to drop upon his grave ?
In his own language:

“Oh, iust oblivion rest on that name
\/hicl to the world no marbles kindly tell,
Or love-words gave a shadowy fame?
Must that heart slumber on with no farewell
Dreathed o'er it rccompensing whiit betel
L mornive, vhich low'ring shadews darkened o'er,
Breaking the bright drcam ot liie’s Inving spell 27

No! In many a heart the recelleetion of his erucl fute will linger, and Tong
years will not aifiee the awful deed that was perpeivated in the obscure
village of’ Tiumiiogon, by men who have been termed its “best eitizens,”
on that darl aad chieerless might of November <th, 1872, And to those
who stand viuder the ban of the Jaw in conmection with the foul crime we
say there is a Iigher Court before which they must appear ere the stain is
wiped from off their souls, and though justice is slow and may be withheld
s earth, it is certain to overtake them at the Bar of ISternal Trath !

PROCLAMATION.
Srare or New York Exccurivi CriAMDpER,
ALBANY, October 20th, 1873.

Wirereas, oft the 4th day of November lust, Charles G. Kelsey wag the subject of n gross
<rzonal outvage at Tuntington, in Sufivllk county, and has not since been scen in that neigh-
orhood ; and whereas, there are strong reasons for believing that his life was taken on tho
ichtof the kame duy by personsunknown ; now, therelore, I do hereby offer a reward of $3000
ot information which may lead to the conviction of any person or persons who miy have cavsed
1e death of the said Kelsey.

Done at the Capitol, in tho eity of Albany, this 20th day of October, 1873.

By tl:e Governor: Joun A. Dix.

Joun W. Dix, Jlixecutive Sceretary.

To conclude, Charles G. Xelsey was the possessor of a good education and
snsidernble literary taste and ability.  ITe was master of several tongucs,
mong which was the language of Greeee, and he was also a profound thinker,
‘o what extent his ambition would bave earvied him in the acquisition of
nowledge, had he lived, it is impossible to ay, "t his cruel and unwar-
wmtable death, in the prime of manhood, ealls for the most severe punish-
ient the law can inflict upon the persons of his murderers. ¢ .

The accompanying verses are selections from a small yolume of poctry,
witled “The Tuntington Burying Fill,” written by the deceasedd in tho
ear,1870. The book is respectiully dedicated, by the author, “To all tho
irviving friends of those who slumber upon the Old Buvying Hill1”

On that selfsame hill may be seen o pgrassy mound and o warble shaft—
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THE HUNTINGTON BURYING HILL.

BY COARLES (. KELSEY.

"H "Q:a 'lgyirac.

Wrrir low-branched trees o'ergrown and waving grass;
The riaing hill—the city of the dead—

O'crlooks the vale, and the road where thousands pasa;
There, crowned with shrub and tree, it lifta its head,
On whose green, sloping sidea are thickly spread

Mossy memorials—brown stone or slale—

Upright or Tall'n, brok’n o'er the sleeper’s bed ;

Or marble, dinzy or pure, ol newer date,

Al secking Adlection’s dead to comniemorate.

This arass-grown mound, and many an ancient grave,
Wiiich diztant years in sorrow made here,
Bear the saerileg’ons marks a rnde hand gave
In the davs of war's tumultons eareer—
Marks which in hroken tombs and a fort appear.
Tho', like aseroll, that dark war-clomd haz prs=a'd,
And the simbicht ol Penen has dawned with gheer
"Pon this monnd's haggied brow, ever will last
The odimm which that dead "pon Ramford’s name bas cast,

We stood "pon its eminence where the throne
Invisible, of Death, its form upiiit'd,
And heard the breeze go by with many a moan
As each dead leat it found and- dyired,
While faur o'erhead, all seattered and rift'd,
Tho sun-tinged clond floatd far like a dream,
Or spirit, with mystic motion gifted,
Gazing down serencaupon forms thas scem,
The', in motion, noiscless us a soft gliding stream.

I'ar beyond meadows graen a navrow hand
OF water stretehes, unrufllsd and biue,
Bearing on its hosom, from forcign land,
Barks, driven by sail or steam, witiy gallant erew
Far from shores hailing, whom this Tavord land drew,
Seeking requited toil—a fand where alt
The milhona that hither come seem but few ;
Coming still in endless hands at the eall
Of hope nnd of freedom from tyranny’s dread thrall.

The locomotive sounds ita warning notes
O'er distant hills where silenee nabroleen reigned ;

Its iron tramp upon the south wind Hoats, '
Telling the wak'ning town what it hus gained—
Wealth and rank, and loss, simplicity unfeigned.

To yon great city scla the vestless tide
Of travel, which time11 not its flow see waned—

Years will see come, to cvery shady hill-side

From cities’ smolce and dust; the man of rank and pride.

v But we are wandering : back to this spot
Where we are standing let our thoughts return,
And call up the sad shades of those forgot,
And weep o’er the ashes sprinkling their urn;
Rejoicing o'cr memories that still burn
With undimmed rays in the bosom of frienda.
i Here, by their graves, let us linger and learn
: Tbo lesson shunned, then here unfound, that lenda
! . Lmport to life in all its purposes and ends.



wa tns seland of Dreaths dreunless vepose,
In the billowed ocean of hife wround,
What iy =tic thought (rom itg silence grows;
What sogeestive relies here are found,
Drifted wpon this conseerated ground,
Trom cvery quaeter by rtrange gales borne
In barks which instinetively seek this mound,
With radder gone and sail and tackle torn,
Sceking a nacbor of yest—storm and tempest worn |

Iere bencath our feet, dreamless, silent, still,
Repose forms once active—now returning
To dust—the faw of nature to fullil ;
Once living, liv with the spirits burning,
Now chainged, disaived, and without lifc's yearnicg.
The dead of other davs have surrendered here
AlL the carth clidms, while the spirit, spurning
The dross, haw gone forth, in woe or cheer,
Amid darlness or light, to finish its carecr.

Somo who sanlk, perhaps, 'neath the weight of woe,
Are herey who with joy saw brake the coil
Of life thut would Joose them from the morrow—
Weary of to-day—its ne'er cuding toil,
Ita luring hopes which endless causes foil—
BShut out from the world and denied its smile,
They had no joy or peace that death could spoil ;
Tor they lived beneath a dripping cloud, while
Before them shadows saw, which "lone rad tears beguile.

But what ingredients of *joy or woc
Were commingled through all the varied life
These sleepers Jived we find not ; but we know
They rosc awhile and minglc(i in the strife
Where sorrows are many and heart-nches rife,
Then Lowed to the stroke of atl cong’ring death—
Loved ones ull, children, parents, husband, wife;
Now of their first and their Tast fleeting breath,

That they lived, that they dicd, is all their headstones saith.

Tlushed with high hope in life's young morning,

These, the tenunts of the tonb, speed’d their way,
LEver thinking the beams that were dawning

Were the torch-fires of a jubilant day ;

Till life’s sad lesson tanght the young and the goy
That shadows are Aere—that sorrow’s dark cloud

Oft intercepts yonth's most promiking ray;
That time advancing is but weaving the shroud,
And guiding to the greve Deuth's shadowy crowd.

Here they find a long, long rest; the wild storm
And anow-drift swweep harmless o’er their breast,
The lost world’s forgotten, deluging carcs form
. No barrier to repose; its tempest
Is asunhceded a3 the urn that has pressed
Long 'pon the earth-mantle that wraps their clay.
Iere from all toil and all hazard they rest,
Spending Deatl’s dark night—waiting for the day
Of life that's coming, though it be ages away.

"Neath the earth-shroud that nature weaves for man—
'Neath the green mound that rises like a wave
Rolling foamless, petrified there, to span
And beautify, else repulsive, the grave—
What hidcous sights appear, unredeemed save
By the thought that ev'r plumes its deathless wing,
From the wrecks of disg’lution that death gave
To life a sequel, to which dread horrora cling
The thought that the nonl's not a flecting, passing thing,
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Who, of all this village, has not a friend

Yhrouded and waiting in the silent hall
Death here haa buily, wuiting dreamless the end

OF time, when the trumpets peal shall eall

Them (rom their durinee forth to rise, or fall,
Into deeper death 7 To this sacred spot,

Year by year, {riend has 1'()|Io\\'\-(l'lncnd, il all
Of 2 onee lonz lineage have had their lot
Tlere sealed forev'r, and in the passing yeans forgot.

i
)
s
:
{
:

O'er their graves te ruda tramp of liwe is ]:c:]rd,
And al crech wlep dimmer grows the mem'ry
Of the dead slumbering here; not 2 word
Will be whigper.d when centuries shall be
Chronicled o'er their dust, and none shall sce
Theirse tptred names, or, secing, shall inquire
Who they were, who, "riid the ghastly compny
Of the deard, now fme in vain theiv viewless lyre, )
Whosz noles swell not o the world, but, unformed, espire,

Who, of all that survive, wish not to know
The state of those who have pasaal the River,
Colt), of Death, whoss dar'e waters shigzish flow
SEhrongh the drear, ehidh vale that sends ashiver
O'er the parting soul, which to the Giver
Thustenders back sl with its merit.
Tho? Al! who would not froin doubt deliver
His thoughts as to what they inherit,
Who have passed Lo that world where they move a spirit?

“ Nanglht, to us, do these silent graves disclose
Of the durance of being, or the past,
Or the futnre of those who now repose
In Deatl’s grasp, of the endless state and Jast—
The . state beyond the grave, where sorrows cast
Their fhadow, or where light unereated
. Dawns, rolling from fount invisible, fast
t.- By tho thirone of God.  Two conditions fated
’ ‘Where mankind, Lo life or death, are rcinstated.

Doth onc that slumbers here walk ’mid the gloom
Destilential ever hovering o'er,
And vaulting the sad, dreary vale of doomn ?
Who, of these, weeping, tread the sable shore
Of woc, or on their dungeon’s burning floor
-~ Ixpiate their sins, where, of vengeance due,
The scourge clernal reigns, and where no door
Of escape lures, in hope, the hopeless erew?
Who? Lo!these ashes are silent—the spirit, too!

Some whose narnes are grav'n here, by wails of woe
Are measuring out elernity, clad
In whirlwinds of fire; and, borme to and fro,
Muke gestures wilil—expressions woful, sad,
Withont one ray of hope to make them glad
. )
Or tell them ofthe ending of their pain,
Or loosing from the grasp of demons mad,
Tortived by the thonght of what thev ne’er can gain
Asswitt they move 'mid storms of sulphurous rain. '

But far othier secies Lo our eves mnveil,

Bevond the cirenit wide of roiling =pheres,
Where =aints wingzed from this momnd their llight, to hail
Dright yemions afar all devoid of fears,

I'ho’, on this ancient hill, many long years
Iave clunged their bodies into shapeless carth ;

Sitll they, in brightness arrayed, without fears
Of change remain, rising from a second birth,
Into belng iimunortal and celestial worth,
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They there, with ght wings, o'er the sea of ghass,
Move: to the sound of harp's trembling strings

Or, on the banks of life's stream musing pass
Lheir tme unwearied, unnoled, which brings,
LPerhaps, recollections of carthly things;

Or thoozgnts of that city with golden strects,
Which in the distancs foosrand loudly vings

With choral symphiony, wiich, coming, grects

Pheir car, and is sound, in cchoey, afar repeats,

Do these shades, freed from cavth’s cloy, (o this mound
Wing, frony their far abodes, their viewless flight,
Ant wank, with step wnseen, o'er the ground
Wiiere their buhes repose shrouded in anight
Ofgdovm 7 Perbaps, uhey, in the moon’s pale light
Wander unseen, viewmg the world, which now,
To theiv changed facalties and their sight,
May a phantasy or moving shadow
Appaar—suenes which, with earthly vision saw, now doubting Lnow.

Perhaps, regardless of theiv dust whicel lica
Secure inomature’s keeping, from theiv home—
Flying vadiamt from the vanlted skics—
On some ghud mission or ereand they comes
Kindling thoughis, tho” (heir lipa are scaled and dumb,
Mysterion 17 in the soals of those
They love; roustng froin slimber lethargic, somo
By theiv sweet inflnence which, unseen, flows
Irom a fonnt invisible from whence it rose.

Thua, when life's conflict is o’cr ond vicl'ry
Or defet marks its weary campaign,
Death giver Lo i3 combatants friits to aco
In Perdition’s woful dale, or the fanc
Relulgent, gleaming in the skies whero reign
Joys cternal. ‘I’ 18, now, with bright abodcs—
Or regions dolo sus all with pain—
Btands linked, tho' obedient to nature’s codes,
This mwound, whenco take the dead, afar, their cbosen ronds{

THE END\
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