A

FULL AND PARTICULAR ACCOUNT
or

ALL THE CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING

THE LOSS OF THE STEAMBOAT

LEXINGTON,

IN LONG-ISLAND SOUND,
ON THE RNIGHT OF JANUARY 13, 184;

As elicited in the evidences af 1he wilnesses examined before the
Jury of lnquest, held in New-York immediately
after the lamentable event.

A poriion ef the profite of this wark will be np

i|I:ri_'nj;:|n'mm:1 I8 the benefit af the
destitute Funilies of thos wha wern lost.

[Copywight vecwred according tn faw.]
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U With neisvelosy wread Death comes on T
No plea—no priyer delivers him ;

From midat of Lik's unfinished plan,
With sudden hand it severs him;

And rendy or not ready, no delsy, |

Forth 1o Kia Jodge's bur lie must away
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Lisi of Passcnyers, &c. of the Lexingion,

{Mas reor wF coudd Do oasce tao) )

Capr. O, Hedlara, om SFEHFLY SUTE.

‘M-‘:]'l Irane Davis, o uiam. “

NMr, Jolin Corey, ;p{l"ﬂﬁurmngh, Hirsa.

Mr. Cherlesr W, Woolsey, of Bosion,

Mr. Jole Brown, of Boston.

M. J. Porter Felt, jun. of Salom.

Mr. Alrahaw Hooerd, of foston.

Mr, H © Craig™ New-York.

Cept. J. D Carver, of Plymouth, M s

Adiphonse Mezow, Esg. of Gloucester, Miss,

My Charles Bracket,” New- York,

Cupt. Benjamin F. Fostor of FProvidence.

Mr. Robert Blake, j\f Wrenthun, Moss,

Mr. —— Fowder, of New-York.

M. Wilftom 2. Crreens,® of Providence.

Mr. Sumieel Henry, Marchester, Eng.

Meo B W, Dow, of Now:¥ork,

Mr. Charles H. Phelps, of Stoninglon-

Tha wseilow of H A Winslow, N Yoo k.

Me, John Winslow, of Presidence.

Mr. dokn L. Winslow, do, father of the
whave, Three last wenltoned persons
were returning 0 Providence ivith the
corpee of Mro H..A. Winslow, deceassdl.

fep. Dr. Fallen, af Cambridge.

dbe. Adolphus  Hornden, supeérimtendent
of Harnden's express. He llad in charge
H 1,000 am specie and G000 fe bells,

Mr. White, of Hoston.

WMr, Picree, Portland, maele of the Srontes,

Capt. £ J, Kimball *

M. Everett, of Boston.

Mr_ Royal T. Church, of Haltimore,

Mr. Rickard Piekes, of Newhuvyport,

Capl. Jodn & Law, of Bosien.

Mr. Batloa, or Bullard, of N Fork

Capt. Theaphitus Smith, Dartmeuth, Mas.

Mro Churley &, Nopes, N, York.

Mr Albert E. Harding, N. York.

Mr. Wm., H. Howt, mail contractor,

Mr. Henvy S Finn, Comedian, Boston.

Mrr. Rurscll Sarviz, X, ¥, 6 tiso children,

Mr. John B, Kerle, Baltimare,

Wr, —— Weston, da,

Mr. James @, Brown, N. Orleans.

Mr. Falker of Balfimore.

M, Btephen Waler * N Vork.

Mr. S 4, L:Mﬁ,‘bﬁ&ﬂﬂ.

Mr. E. H. Patten, N, Vorl

Mr. N. F. Dyer, Piltsburg,

Mr. Nuthamiel Hobare, Boston.

Mre. H. . Bradford, Bosten

Mr. Charles Lao, Barre, Mass.

Mr. Jokn Lemist, Rorbury, Muss.

M. Jomathan Linfiold, Stoughton, Mass.

Mr. Phila Upten,® Egpremont, Mass,

My. Fan Cott, Stomington, Can.

My. Stuyperant, Boston or N, Vark,

Capt, ST

My, Raberet Williams, Cold Spring, ¥ ¥,

Dawid M Farlane, mede of brig Clarion,

Jamer Walkor and John Gardon, zeq-
wmer, of Cembridgepors.

Mr. Wm. H. Wilson, Williamstgrg 7. 1.

Patrick M Kenna, N, York.

Mr, Cherles Eberle, of the Theatre,

':."' PTm James, of N, ¥orfk

M P, s dedd do boo passenger.

Capt. Simith, Dedbam. "

Mr. Benjamin D. Holmes, Hoston.

Mr. W, Dexrar, Boscon,

Mr. T, H M, . Hoston,

Mr. Jomes Hay, Kennebiond, Me

M, Lydia Hotog, ke daughter Lydia O,
Rutes, and son Jumer C Bores)'
Hiefeand cheldvern of Mr. James Bales,
af W Jeree

Mizz Sophta . Wheeler, Greenfichd, Mz,

Wt Dheeenport; Middielows, Conn

Mr. Georgs O, Swan, Columims, (Hhio,

Mr. TFm, Cowen. N, Vork.

Afe. Johu Mortin and Gilbert Morfia,

her and gon, dately From England,

gy Giroema® of Phitudelphia.

Mrg. Mary RHuaselfl, of Stomington, She
Rad boen murrried the day before,

Thomas James, tailor, of N Yerk,

Flias Brown, Jr. Provegense.

Wm. Price; Portland

Mr  FLawrence, N ¥

Charies Boswell, do.

(reorye Brown Srrith, Ei‘ﬂﬂk@ﬁ, F i

Richnrd Pierpont, & FYork,

Mr, Phipps, vr Plhilips, of N Vork.

Mr Corey, New Fors.

Mr. Peck, Sowchingion, Conn,

Me, Bosworth, Hovalion, Fi,

Mr. Willigni H. Towneend, Weww Vork,

Mr. Oip Eldeidgo, of Baston.

Twa cheldren, nemes nol fFiven.

John Brown, & colored man.

Williawe Nichols (enlored b of Mrovideges,

.:'Fwﬁm Jolnton, J:i o G o
EidEaim S-ﬁr:rm, a celor b wivl
OFFICERS, & OF TH% BOAT.

Gegrge Uheld, Dagpiain.

Mr. Jezge Comstoek, Clerk.

Edward Thurber, |5 Mate.

Danid Crowiey, 2d  do. (eaved. )

Cortlend Hemstead, Chicf Enginesr.

William Quimby, 24 .

8. Manecheater, Pilof, (eaved. )

Martin Johmsom, wheelman

H, P, Neowman, seivard,

R B Shuliz, firemian.

Beni. Cox, Ata,

Charles Smith, do. (sarved.)

Charles Bow, do.

Charles Willioms, deck hana.

Benj. Ladem, ifa,
C. Hymber, .
Joed Lawrence, d.
Silas Thurber® do,
Threa othera. el

Trea toopd puseers

fine boy, deck Aand,

Joseph Rolinyon, cook, colored

(Hiver Harwell, 24 o,

Hobere Pelers, o

Suxan C. Hplcomb, colored, chumbermaid

Joed Sands, da, head woafter,
Bantel Aldrach, e, toaster.
0. Glbert, . da.
Kine Cade, o, a,

. fem., e, diz.
Jotm B. Tab, do.  do

E. Parkson. elo, do.

Jokn Magsom, do. dir,

Sol, Aikons, ilo. e,
foman Pitrian, ilp gl

"The bodies of these persons have bean recovered.



LOSS OF THE LEXINGTON.

The 13th ol January, 1540, s a day that will never be forgotten ja this
counlry—associaled as it is with a calamily scarcely parallelled a¥en in the
moumful catalegue of steamboat disasters. And while we are called 1o
drop the tear in memory of those who were summaned so suddenly from
time to elernity—whore man in his streagth, deeision and intelligence—
wilh woman in her gentlennss anid loveliness—and childhond fn ita inno-
cence—aunk together into the arms oi death—we can only bow in huribla
scquiescence to His will, without whose permission not ‘even & sparrow
fallath o the ground. May the hereavedl surviving friends be enabled to
look te Him who doth not willingly wiflict nor grieve the children of men,
uad thenge find that consolation which the world cannot afford.

In presenting the following pages, it may be proper 1o atate, thal it was
thought best, in giving a fult acenint of the disasler, Lo copy enlire the
testimony produced belore (he Jury of Inguest;, vhich was held in New-
York immediately aiter the vecovery of some of the bodies, as by this
course, the lullest testimony is obtained, and the Transportation Company,
who have been seversly cewsureil by some, have lﬂ:l.ls an opporlunity,
through tha evitlence of their officers, 1o be heald in their own behalf —
We copy from New-York papers of Janunry 20 (o 29,

THE INQUEST UPON THE BODIES.

The steamboat Statesman, which arrived on Baturday marning,
from a cruise [n the sound? pear where the ill-fated Lexington wos
toat, had on board a large quantity of bagzage, trunks, &e, and alse
the bodies of five individouwls, which were found floating along the
Long-Island shure. Of Lhess bodies, one was that of Mr. Stephen
Waterbury, of the firm of Mead & Waterbury, of this city, and ane-

“ther that of Mr. Philo Upson, of Egremont, Mass. The two were
delivered up to their frienda for intermenl.  OFf the thres remaining
bodies, tiey were removed to the dead hoose, Park, in charge of the
coroner. One of them has sinee been recognized as that of Benj'n
Laden ; another that of Silas Thorburn. both deck hands on board
of the Lexington ; the other body is that of o boy about four years
of age, and has not as yel been recognized:  The bodies of the two
former will be buried by the friends of the deceased, at the expensa
of the steamboat company, and the |atter will Tor the present re-
main in the charge of \he coroner, in order that if possible it may
be recognized. )

The coroner yesterday summoned twelve of nur most intelligens
citizens, for the purpose of investigating the canses which led to the
death of the three persons whose hodies were in the dead_house.

The hirst witnest called was—

Cornelius Vonderbilt, who being duly sworn, deposes and says,
Ire was the owner of the Lexington, but has heulF no inlerest in
her gince December, 1838; she wae lauvoched in April, 1535—
has biilt four or five and twenty steambosts. My instrustions in
building the Lexington were given from day to day—all my boats
were Lhug built under my directions. The L. wae built of first
vate materials, chesoul, cedar, onk, yellow and white pine ; she
was [astened in what we thought the best manner—I think she
had 50 per cent. more fastenings than any other boal—as an evps
dence of bLer strength, she has navigated the SBound four years,
and never il gside for the weather. 1 had s much confidence

&




6 LOEE OF THE LEXINGTON. -

in her strength, that 1 alwaye instructed my capiaing never Lo slop
for fopl weather, but if they conld zee to go shead, tonlways go.
I was on board of her when she was being repaired, about six
weeks ago, and in looking over her I could not perceive a place
about her started—she was sound. I did oot go below, however,
ta look at the boilers. When T owned her we frequently burnt
coal 1o her.

I don’t recollect whether she ever took fire—il is 80 common
a thing for a steambost 1o take fire, that I cannot really remem-
ber about the Lexingon. T own a boeat which was on fire the
ather day—1 think il there had not been = fire engine on board,
ghe would not have been barnt. I judge of this from what Capr.
Hillard told me—if they had thrown their water first, and nnt
waited to get the engine ready, I thisk that the fire would have
been put out. There were about four doren fire buckets dn boanl,
I have not seen the boat since [ was aboard of her when she
was repairing. The Fraosportation Co. always keep their boals
in as good order as any other in America, My brother, who waa
Captain, would never hove gone in her if she had not been in first
rate order. The owness gecerally consult their own convenience
about the time employed 1n repairing, but [ do not think but that
she would have run all wintee without farther vepairs. Fler shape
is very peculiar’; the deek is arebed from stem to stern, and 18 built
on the plan of Town's patent for bridges—was the first boat buill in
that tanner—now all boats are built in that way. She has an ont-
side coating for her smoke pipe—ihere was eight inches space, which
was filled with steam, between the pipa and the coating. From the
deseription I have heard of the fire, L should say it 1ook from a spark
below—It could not take from above. O course, 1 only give my
opinion—it may be wrong. The fire might have lindled from hemp
around the machinery. Erom my koowledge of the boat, 1 zhould
have thought her cne of the best boats in New-York. 1 used ofien
to burn coal in her when I was her owner. [ never gave my men
any different directions on these oecasions, 1 did not conzider it any
more dangerous Lo burn csal than wood in her. Of conrse we'had to
alter har furnace. | should not consider it more dungerots to burn
eoal than wood in o steamboat like her. None of the wood work of
the Lexington was exposed. The boiler wns in ber hold, and was
about 18 inches from floor timber, and under it was a lining ol bricks
and cast iron pans filled with water. The wheelhouee was from 16
to 20 [feel from front of boiler, T do Got know what was used for
tiller ropeas 1 always used rods and chains in lier. The rudder head
reached above the promenade deck; there was a place for a tiller,
and a tiller always there when I owned her. The width from the
wheel-house to tho enclosure of the engipe waz 7or B feet. My
brother told me that, on one oceasion, when she was going 15 or 16
eniles an hour, she ran upon a bed of rochs, and tool a piece out of
her keel, and caused her to leak badly, but Jdid not matefially injure
her. 1f she had been built of erdinary timber, she would sugely have
gunk on thal oceasion ; the timbers were Jersey white oak; any
other limber would have given way and she would have sunk.

Thomas E. Shme being duly sworn, says he lives al 234 Riving:
ton-slreet, and is 4 carman, | Has seen the bodies now in'the dead-
house, and identifies ope of them, 1lis name was Benjamin Ladens
a deck hand on board the Lexington, He was born in Albaty or
Sehencctady, was 26 or 27 years of age, had no family, and lived"

on board the boat.



LOS8 OF THE LEXINGTON. |

Williom Joknson being duly sworn, says that ho lives at 35V as)-

ington-sifeet, near where the Lexinglon nsed to start from. I Fe-
cognize Lwa of Lhe budiea now in the dead-house, One of them s
that of Benjamiu Laden, end the other that of Silas Thorburn, boll
deck hands. Both have been in the habit of coming nto my store,
and I hnve known them for wo or three vears,
' Jeseph Biskop being duly, sworn, says he is n ship-carpenter, ond
one of the firm of Bishop & Simunson, of ths eity 3 we built the
Lexington in the year 1835, She made her first irip in July of Lthat
venr. e huve oo record of the time we launched her. Her floor
timbers and futtocke were part oak and part chesnut ; her floor tim-
bers were 16 inches in widih, and 6 inclies in thickness s at amid-
ships, they were about (i inches apart ; they would ranpe from 6 Lo
16 inches; she was planked with onk; wnist was pine, She was 305
feet from stem to stern post ; breadth of beam 22 feer: she was butt
bolted and fustened in the best manoer ; the bults were three quar-
tars of an incli. There wasa Egreml Puunlil:,r of iron eerew bolts used,
maore than was ever pul in a boat of the deseriptive, befora or since,
that | have heard of. Her deck wos white pine,.two nnd a hali
inches thiek, and five inches in width. She was about 45 feet agross
from oatside to outside her guards.  Charles Simonson did the joiner
work upon her. 1 put up her gallows frsme. Wa built her for Capt.
Cornelius Vanderbilt. His inztructions were to make her as strong as
possibla.  There was no written contract, no price agresd upon be-
forehand. The model waz furnished in our office, and the instrue-
Lions were to build the boat as sirong as possible.  1We always con-
sidergd har o very strong boal. Bhe had three kelsons, and bilge
kelson besrdes ; they were about 14 incles square. Absut the elim-
ney there wag all the precaution againel fire usual.” We repaired her
about lwo months sgo, W-e mended ler copper ; there ware some
pieces of plank pat in the waist, above her water inark. When she
was aken off the dock, we considered her a strong, sufe boat. Ceil-
ing of the boat was yellow pine, two inches thick. She was oot
¢eiled on the timbers, The elamps were made of yellow pine, four
inches thick. Deck beams were 6 inches square; the beams attach.:
ed to the engine were 14 inches square. | om somewhnt acquainted
with the other boats attached to this line—1he Rhode-1zland and
Massachusetts | know the manner in which they are built ; none of
them are stronger than the Lexington was. Consider the L. was &
perfectly safe, strong and sea-worlby boat. ‘The iron work was dona
by Mr. Secor. L don't remember lier precise tonnage—il was over
400 rons.

Ef:hu 8 Bunker, sworn. Have for many years been commander
of steamboals ronning on the Soand. 1 commeanded the first boat
that ever ran on the Sound. I am a steamboat inspector, appointed
undet the law of Congress. [ inspected the Lexington on the 1st of
October lazt. 1 am required to inspect the machinery of bonts once
and the hull twice per year. From the statement of Capt. Vander-
bilt, ehe was built in 1835. T saw her several times on the railway;
I considered her sound in everywespect ; 'I gave her a certificate of
her good qualities. The purport of the eertificateis that the boat
15 goond aml sea-worthy in every respect.

‘The Maasschusetts is the strongest one on the Sound, and perbaps
the Lexington was the next strongest. [ think it would reguire s
girong & bost to run 1o New-Haven, ap any distangs on the Sound,



2 LOSS OF THE LEXINGTON.

even to Providence, The boats runming to New-Haven ere not bwile
#0 strong as those running to Providence. The Lexington was »
vory sirong boat, though much narrower than the Massachusatts.

The change of fuel from wood ta coal Is not productive of addi-
lional duugar 3 1l is even less dangerons than woad 2 it r&quirus less
care to buro coal than wood in o boiler furnace ; wood is more dag-
gerons than coul, from the fact that sometimes in opening a furnace,.”
an eddy from the fine will carry the light cioders among combustible
materials. I have zeen sparks fly out among the weml, frequently,
on opening the furnace doors. In changing from wood to coal fuel,
there i no material alleration in the fire apparatos required,

The Lexington was-steered fore aond ait with iron rods runni
nnder the promenade deck, until coming near enough to the wheel
to turn the same, and also near enough to the rudder for it to turn.-
The rods ran within about H fzet of ench end. The remnainder of
tbe distance was made up of some kind of rope. [ eonsidered the
ateering apparatus fitted up according az the law required, She had
a preventer orf exira steering apparatns—a wheel and chain afi—
which could be nitaclied to ths tiller in 2 moment, The steering
apparaiug fitted whelly in accordance with the intent and meaning of
the law. My associote inspector is John Clarke.. He is a blackemith,
and is acquainted with steamboat machinery. ¥ saw the Lexington
on the stochs before she wos planked. 1 de not copsidér that the
law prohibits the use of ropes for steering. I conenr with the Hon,
Mr. Websier in opmion, that the intent of the law is, that * rods or
chains™ shall be vsed instead of ropes, for the distance running past,
the boilers—that is, in case of fire from the furnace, the sieering
apparaius may, not be burft off.

n inspecting the boat, I did not bore her baltom or inapect her
lanking. 1 did jnspect her fire room, and have done so repeatedly.
fa:uw the Lexiugton when she left here Inst Monday. Edid nod
notiee her lnding ; 1 did not notice that she had any eotton on board,
‘The manner in which she took fire iz & mystery, and the more 1 re-
fieot upon it the more [ am in doubt. It is not possible, that, as coal
was used, a spark from the furnace could have caught.anything about
the boiler. The steam chimney was ahoul a foot ahove the promens
ade deck. This was cased with wood. It ran sbout a faot from the
boiler. I have run boats on the Sound for 25 years. It wis not a
very uncommon thing for u boat to take fire abount her ceiling, 1
think that had any one on board had presence of mind enpugh, with
a buckel of water ha might have put out the fire. I don’t know where
the Lexington’s buckets were kept. _

In case of a boat taking fire, I would not gtop her engine uniess |
found the fire had got too far ahead to admit of its being extinguish-
ed. 1should then stop her, in order to lower the boais and sava
the passengers. A suction pipe could not bn effectuslly vsed by
throwing it over the side. It must be paszed through the boot's bot-
tom from the inside. I knew Capt. Child; he has had a good desl

of experience, 1 never saw any thing about him that would prevent
mwy going in a boat with him,
The inquest was here adjoarned.

BECOND DAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

Capt. William Comstock, examined. Resides ot 234 East Broad-
way—is 53 years old, and geperal agent and superintendent of the

*
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LO&8 OF THE LEXINGTON. ¢

New Jersey Steam Navigation and Transportation Company, for-
merly called the Boston and New ¥York Transportation Company—
charter oblained from the New Jersey Legislature last year. Koows
most of the siockholders; the stock book is at the office of the,
Compeany. C. O. Handy is the name of the President—the Direstors
are, Charles H. Russell, ¥. Townsend, Moses H. Grinnell, Charles
0. Handy, and Moses B. Ives, (Providence.} I am principal super-
intendent of boata. There are some records an the Company's books
relaslive to the orders to me, but | receive no orders relative 1o (he

boats, When Lhere is to be an expenditure of money, I coneulsihem, -

but not Yor small sums. T'here iz one resolution Lthat not more than
1000 shall be expended on any cne boat, withoot the special resolu-
tion of the Board of Directora being passed 1o authorize it. The
Company have now five boats on the line, viz. the Massachuseus,
Rhode-Tsland, Narragansett, Providence, and Mohegan. They run
from New York, Stapington, Newport and Provideoce, | was em-
ployed by the Company from the time of the organization of the Com-
pany., look charge of the Fulton in 1523—was in the different
Companiez since that time, but on the sgame rout. Have buill und run
several baats, among others the Mohegan.

Robert Sehuoyler, the then President, purchased Lhe Lexington for
$60,000, and it cost len mare, ar about $72,000, before her first Lrip
for our company. Can’t say whether part of thiz money was prid to
induce Capt. Vandeubilt to take his boat off that station ; soch a bogt
as the Lexington was worth 60,000, She iad not been running in op-
positing to us at,the time we bought her, but when first she came on
the line she ran in oppesition Lo us; does not recollect to have expressed
any opininn us to the Lexington’s strengih when the company was go-
ing 1o purchase her. I waznotasked to examine the bont prier to her
being purchased, [ was never on board of her until afler her boiler
was in, when she was a new boal, and I did not then exnmine her par-
ticularly; the Massachusetts wns going to be buili, and | went on board
the Lexington to see if there was eny thing in her build which might
improve onr boal.  When | then saw the boat, the plan was new, com-
bining strengih and lightness, but I did not adopt the plan in the Mas-
sachusetts. | did not like thie shape of the deck, but I thought her a
strong boat; she had no more kelson than sny boal | had seen. The
Lexingion first run for nur company nbout the last of March. Adam
Hall hes & drawing of her bojler.  Before pulting her on her winter
route, I had her eompletely overhauled. Capt, Jacob Vanderbilt su-
perintended her for me,  Had her on the marine railway, examined
her bottom; found her keel roughed in one or two places, had a new
piece put in, 16 tn 18 [eet long—none of her plank saried, Had
some new plank put jny andwome new brazier’s copper put on forward,
wherever ahe cnme in enntact with the ice, near her water line. Con-
sidered her,on the whaole, perfectly competent to contend ‘against this
elements, o the winter, an the Sonnd, better than some of the bosts
they had. BShe had a more powerful engirie, and we eould depend gp-
on her better than any other boat. Ren an opposition in 1857 for
five or six months, [ commanded the Massachusetts at that time.—
The opinicn of the company and others, was, that she was the fastest
and surest boat that ran through the Sound. The Massachusetts, I
think the best boat that was ever built o North America. She waa
built by Brown & Bell, of live cak and cedar, nnd cost $110,000,—
"The company paid 71,000; the boat was worth at least, when bought,

*



10 LOSS OF THE LEXINGTON.

full 45,0{4). Bought the boat to make peace; examined the sngme
after the purchasze; weat through the boal, took an inveniory of every
thing on board of her; Jfound the engine wanting repairs in several
particulars, which were made.  The boiler was repaired at an expense
of §4,800, by Becor & Co.; entirely new floes were put in the boiler,
which ig of Pennsylvama iron; thers was a new fire engine, with &0
fegt of hose, in addition to the other, put on board perfeetly it for use;
the engine was strong for its power, and never gave oot in four years.
One half of the business of the boot i3 to take freight; they advertise
for freight and passengers, The only alteration made for burning
coa) was, that the grate bars were raiséd up 18 inches, the flues con-
tracted, and the ineides of the furnaces were fillad up with fire brick
and iron pans, that always had water in them, and the whole width of
e boiler at the after end was filled up with brick aod iren

Thought we should lessen the danger 50 per cent. by burning eoal
instead of wood., Had several conaultations about burning coal, and
it was the general opinion, the danger would be greatly reduced.—
Never saw any artificial or return draft when the doors were opened.
There is a regular damper in the chimney: on the top of the boler I
had placed a coating of zine, and thought the 'boal more secure than
any one in New York.

The siatements of Captains Bunker and Vanderbilt, as to the steam
chimney, and the aperura of 8 inchex sleam around fhe chimney,
were perfectly correct.  Took extraordinary precaotions against fire,
g% | hwd had borts on fire two or three Limes while I eommanded.—
There were six stoves on board the boat, burning coal generally—the
cooking apparatus are chiefly supplied with wood. ¥had the Wash-
ington eet on fire by a passenger with a lamp, when [ commanided
her, by npsetting it—paszengers all uee lamps. ol several consyl-
tatjons as to the best means of getling clear of the cinders, instead of
passing them up on the deck, to obsiate this, und far greater snfety,
we pul a pipa 16 inches in diameter, passing through the botwoem of
the boat into the water, with n tunnel top, into which the cinders were
poured, and thus passed down into the water.

We generally burn from 10-tp 12 tone of anthracite coal in going
hence tn Stonington, and from 2 to 3 cords of wood, She has aver
averaged from B to 12 inches of steam, which would earry her from
12 to fourteen miles an hour. The boat had two separate steeriog
gears, with other apparatos, both connesting with the rodder at dif-
terenl places. S8he had iron rods extending fora ond aft, along the
I:;rr:menldﬂ deck. This was the one ihey vsually steered with. T'hey
1adernds as far ag they could, passing the boiler about i4 feet, nnd
then cords made of rawhide roped, chains might be substituted, but
conld not be trusted, as they would be likely to shap, particularly if
there was any frost in them; a chain would be very apt to vide nnd
kink, and we should then be likely to go ashore—aoonsidered the hide
ropes moch better and safer than chain. 'T'hé other steering appa-
ratus, liller running through, and chain runping outside ef 1he pro-
munade deck, and across the deck, the whole ol it visible, so that the
person al the wheel would have the means of stéering safely until the
fire should reach him. Witness was in the act uf going himself, and
had his hn%%agﬂ on board, but ether business called him, and he re-
mained. itness has the general supenintenderce of leading the
boat—the loading all being on the main deck which is covered with
the promenade deck to protect it from the sparks. The gooda uré
earefully stowed away to the best sdrantage.
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Have never seen any thing stowed nearer than 3 o 4 feet of the
- easing of the stesm chimuoey, thoogh T should appretiend no danger
il it was stowed against it. The space between the wheslhouse and
covemng ul the engine is sbout 6 ar 7 feet; in this they stow freight
and passengers’ baggare, leaving a free passage way. Thera was
room in the pagsage way the last trip for two men to paszs. There
wasano cotton stowed near the engine when she leff, The fire engine
was forward of the bulk head, and the hose hung over it.  The engine
was a new one with sixty fzet of new hose, und all in perfect order.
Spoke to the male 15 or 20 minuies before he slarted, and asked if
the enging and hose were all in good order; he said yes, and (liat he
could rig it in one nr two minutes for use. Tt was a portable engine
and nothing to prevent their asing it st any moment. ‘Fhe water
muEel be nl}lainefthmugh suction hose, which must be thrown over-
board. Could not throw over the hose to ohtain water if the boat was
Ening even so fast as four miles an hour, . “I'he first thing they should
ave done was for them to stop the engine when they heard the ery
of fire. There would have heen no difficolly in passing the hose 1o
the ladies® cabin, in the event of fire, considering the way the boat
wad haaded. There were pump hose within thirty feet of the ladies’
cabin that might have been fitted instantly, bisides oiher fire ApyiA-
ratus, She hpd on bourd when she went away the last trip, from 24
{’u 36 bucketg—thinka the latter number. Orders of witness was to
are these buckets all filled with watar rendy for use in case of fire,
The buckets could be instntly filled from 2 forcing pump on bosrd,
Cansidered her as well propared against fire as any boat could be,—
Had twn quarier boats shout 22 {zet lang, both in excellent order,
Liesidea a life boat at least 24 feel lung, and capable of saving 40 per-
sons—ihe builder said 60 persons. The boats were hanging on the
» quatier. The life boat was forward, near the wheel house on the
promenade deck, which was covered with printed canvazs. The boatg
were sufficient, if properly managed, 1o have saved all the passen-
gers,. Kaew Capt. Childs 20 years—been with us four years. Had
perfeet conhdence inhim. Never saw Capt. C. In nny grieat scenes
of danger, but have in his ordinary business. He commanded a vessel
for me from Providence hither fur several years, and hnd not a cent of
insurance on her, e was well acquaintad with the Sound, and an
excallent pilot.  On hearing of the accidant, the Directors who wera
in the cily met; and at the instance of the witness, orders werg given
ta pet a sleamboat with every necessary apparatus, &, on hoard (o
rescoc the sufferers, and to save any who may be found alive. Em-
ployed steamer Statesman, and sent his nnEhnw, Joseph J, Comstoels,
to g0 and use every exertion Lo save persons, property, &c.  SBhe
went, and returned on Saturday morning, at 8 or 3 o’clock— had op
beurd the life boat, five budies, apd a number of packages and trupks,
« The Lexington was on Rre three or four weeks ago, when she lay at
the wharf, on the main deck, in boxes in which holes were burnp—
I}id not pay the insurance an these goods—ane bucket of water pur
out Lhe fire—that was the only fire thet T recollect. [ am a stogh.
holder in that Company, and a prety large one, without a daollar of
insurance, There was no marine insurance on the boat, and not more
that 10,000 fire insarance on that or any unc of e boats; T repre-
sent §4500 of stock. [ think that the boat hies about four miles noril
of Old Field Light, near Long Island. It is:zood anchoring ground
.~had fwo chiain cables, one 756 fathoms and the other aboul 40, Lot |
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think it wounld have been the height of folly to Have cast anchor there.
Cannot salisfy my mind what was the cause of the fire, though I have
reflected much upon it, whether it was from & lamp or flue, or what,
ennnol tell.  Capt. Hillard, when he came out’of thie cabin, sajd the
fire was near the flue. Never has applied for a marine rick on any
of the boats, the stockholders being willing to run the risk, as the
bonts were good. Knows of no application to ebinin & marine insur.
ance. (auods are insured on more reasonable terms by 50 per cent.
on our boats, than on board sailing vessels running the same ravte.

TUIRD PAY,

Captain Joseph J. Comstock—Dbeing duly swom, deposes
that he 15, 27 -years nﬂ'—!, was born in Providence, R. 1. .and lives
there now ; [ have commandedithe steamboat Massachusetts this
last three years, and am now captain of that boat. During this
time | have commanded several other boatz belonging 10 1tbe com-
pany ; was here yesterday about three quarters of the time during
the examination of Captain Comstock, the agent of the eompany,
who is an uncle of mine ; his testimooy so far ag it went in regard
to our orders was tiue. | know nothing in regard to his orders from
the company ; nothing in regard to the manner in which the Lex-
ington was loaded on her last«trip. 1 first heard of the aceident on
Wednesday, by 2 bar keeper, who had formerly been with me; hs
sail such was the report; upon that intelligence | repaired imme-
diately to the company’s office, 22 Broadway ; 8 passenger from the
steamboot . Nimrod was there ; le said that the steamboat Lexing-
ton wag burped on the Sound, -and that three persons only were
saved alive. | dont koow the man's mame. Al the tims thers
were in the office the president and azent of the company. 1 was’
requested by the agent (o remain, as they were consulting what was
best io be done. ' )

They concluded o send 2 boat to the scene of the dizaster as-
soon as possible, and requested me to go in the boat. Arrancements
were made to start next morning at 8 o’clock, as no boat could be
procured sooner, The steamer Statesman, Captain Peck, was
procured. The expedition | considered under my command. T di-
rected all preparations accordingly. Under the ordersof the agent, |
provided her with a suitable nuniber of men and every thing neces- .
sary for the expedition. She had 13 or 14 men, all told
—ber usual pumber of hands is 5 or 6. I saw that she was provid-
‘ed with a good hoat and oars, sufficient to do all that could be done.
The steamer was otherwise well fitted in every respect. We leltmt
8 o'clock on Thursday morning.  We encountered great difffeulty
in getting theough the ice as far as Sand’s Point, having spoken
every vessel between here and the Point, endeavoring to learn the
position of the wreck. We then searched the shore, as closely s
we could, not landing from the steamer, keeping at the same time a
pood |ook out, from the highest part of the boat, upon the water.—
We first landed at Eaton's Neck, 45 miles from New York. Here we
could only get information that a vessel of some description had
been burnt on Monday night. She was when first discovered by
them N. E. by E. six or eight miles distant. For 12 hours alter .
they discovered the vessel op fire the wind was south and west,
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We landed at Eaton's Neck, twenty minutes before twelve, om
Thursday. | was confident from the information, that nothing eould
liave come ashore Liere from the wreek, we therefore continued on
as [aras Old Field Poiot hight, sixteen miles fanther east, whers
1 landed with foar men beside mysell. Previous to landing, T saw
several men upon the beach in the vicity of the point ; they,
however, left the beach before we landed.  Thefirst thing on Jands
ing, I zaw the body of Philo Uson—it had been drawa upon the
beach and was covered with cottan baguine or some sort of canvazs.
I knew him from a memorandum book which was lvisr upon his
eap, beneath his arin,  Inside the bonk there was nothing intelligi-
ble, but on the owside was his address in very legible chameters.
His countenance was very well preserved and he hod on a life pre-
server.  He was dressad ina black body eout and hlack paataloons.
He bad a handkerchiefatound kiz bady, 10 which was attaeheid 2
four inch manilla rope. My reason {or messuring the rope was,
that | afterwards found a baggase erate with o rope of eorresponding
description. Nothing about the body indicated thar it liad been med-
dled with. We learned that the bordy bad Leen picked up by thae
keeper of the [ght-louse at Old [Fiald Poiut, and his assistanta. Ha
told me that he found the body o1 daylizht in the moring in the
water at hieh water miark. It was oo Thursday moring that he
found i,  They had previously sent fora ooroner.  The coroner
did not come and no inguest was held vpon the body in that coun-
Ly. [ lefl & man ashore o 1ake charge of the bady, and bad 1t
conveyed to a barn at the licht-housz,

All the information 1 could procure was, that a vessel, supposed
ta be a steamboat, was seen on fire on Monday night at balf past 7
o'clock, bearing W, N. W. The last that wasz seen of ler was bes

‘tween 2 and 3 o'clock in the murn;ngT hearing N. by a litle wester-
ly. They knew of no effert that had been made to assist the peo-
ple on board the boat. 1t was then coming an night, and I left for
n hatbor and ran into Bradgeport, Jeaving a man on shore to make
farther inquiries.  Another object of my gomg o0 Brideeport was
to get news to New York, in order 1o relieve the anxiety existing
here, and [ also wished to have plenty ol waood on board, though T
find then enough to last for three days.

From Bridzeport, 1 went by land 10 Southport, f miles - distant,
te see Capt, Manchester,

Ilelt ordars with Capt. Peck to ret on hoard supplies of water, &e,
fora three days cruise. I saw Capt. Manchester at Sow hport. 1
have known him for ten years,  He was the pilot of the Lexinatan,
He informed me that on his ficst’ heaving the alarm of fire, be being
then at the wheel on the forward extremity of iz promenade deek,
hie opened the wheel-hotise dogr and Yooked out.  He saw no fre
for any thing to indicate fire® He stepped out spme 12 or 16 fecl
to a small scutile in the deck, which loaked directly down to the fire
toom.  All that he eonld see was § livtle fire; his view was, how-
ever, almost entirely obstured by a dense smnoke. He stepped im-
meadiately back to the wheel-house and hanled the boat's head for the
tand of Long Kland.  While in the et of doing this, Capt. Chitd

1 |
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eams alse 1o the wheel-house and ordered himto haul the boat in for
the land.  Ha replied, “I'm doing s0.” The captain thea laid
hold of the wheel o assist him. Thers was also at this time apoth-
et man at the wheel. Captain Child said nothing - 1o hitn about
the fire a1 the time, but only said, “Haul her in for the land.” The
captein came to bim very precipitately, and seemed to be out of
breath. '

Capt. M, said, that when Capt. Childs cama up, Limsell and
another man had hold of the wheel, and that Capi. Child taking
bold with them, they carried the whee] over so hard, that they car-
ned away something. What waes carried away, he could not er did
not say. By this tiine the fire wnd smoke came up from bepeath
the promenade deck into 1he wheel-house with such violence, that
they were compelled to relinguish their posts. He did not say what
time elapzed between the alarim of fire, and jhe time when they left
the wheel, From his manner of speaking, | consider but Tittla
time could have elapsed. After this he saw nothing of the ptain,
Captain Manchester began immediately to clear away the life boat,
which was lashed on the larbourd side of the promenade deck, near
the wheel-house. Having cleared the lashings away, he procured
a rope and secured it to the bows of the boat, ordered it to be hauleds
taut and made f{ist forward to keep it clear of the wheel. 'I'his was
as he supposad, done. He then hove Lis pea Jacket and coat inte
the boat, and threw her overboard. In this he' was assisted, but by
whom he did not know.,

The steamer was at this time under way, and the life boat was
taken under the wheel, He thinks that the tope parted or that it
had not been made fast upon the forecastle, He knew when hs
threw the lile boat overbaard that the quarter boats had been lower-
ed away and lost. He was also of opinion that the lif= boat having
run under the wheel was lost, unless to some one who had previouss
Iy got overboard, who might possibly have got into her. g’i’hfn he
hove her averboard he saw that the fire was already raking hold of
her aft. ‘This I afterwards found to be the case when I recovered
her, as she was scorched considerably uft. He then went upon
the forecastle, and saw that for smoke and fire le coald not gel on-
der the promenade deck. He supposes that at this timeé there were
with him on the forecastle twanty-five or thirty people, among whom
he gave the name of Mr. Hoyt, My. Van Catt, William Nichols, a
eolored man, and several others, whom | do not recollect,

Among the number, he said, were several of the fremen and
waiters, He saw that the boat must inevitably burn up, and that
no.means could save her. T think he said he advised 1o open the
bagrage crates, throw out the baggase and make a rafl of the crates,

his was partially done. The bagrage was thrown overboard, snd
the crates were entirely emptied and thrown overboard, ‘T hey were
tun out of the forecastle gangway. The persons who were with
him acted very coolly, and mada efforts 1o fasten them together.—
These efforts proved ofno avail, as the “crates came all sidesup at
ance,” and nothing could be done with them. He said nothing of
mm atiempt to et at the steering apparatus ali. He said that on
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the main deck all communication aft was cut off by thefire, and [
think that he said that the fire was alsp ipreading upon the prome-
nade deck. .

Whils endeavoring to lash the crates, the forecastls deck becamas
very hot from the fire beneath, and some of the persons were em-
ployed in thrawing water opon it 1o keep it cool.  The ouly article
they could procure with which (o bajl water was some specie boxes
which they had apened, and thiown the specie overboard. His at-
tempt to get under the promepade deck from the forecastle, was
made to get at the buckets. 1 think that the buekets must rave
been used previous to Capt. Child coming o the wheel louse, as
the buckets were in so convenint 3 positian, that any person tould
get hold of them. The water used in cooling the deck was pot
from the hand pump.  Seeing that the erates were of no use, they
then knocked off the bulwarks and endeavared to make of them a
raft, the fire all the while driving them forward, inch by inch. In
consequence, they could not make a sufficient ralt wo hold the per-
gons who were there,

They were compelled to leave and got over until drivea clear fur-
ward lo the night head—the flames then rushing {rom the forecastls
in acolump 10 feet in height. Capt. M., then lofi the boat, and en.
deavared 1o get on whatevar came in hls way. He g0t upon 0Ina
stage or other—he thinks the same they had been forming into a
raft. From this he got on a bale of cottan, on wiijch there was
already another man. Ancther person Jumped from the boat
on the bale of cotion, which knocked My, Manchester’s first com-
panion off. Manchester hauled thiz men back again, there being
then three persons on the bale. Manchester said that he et the
bale, (he did not say what time,) and gotupon a piece ofthe guard.
Beyond this Mr. Manchester gave me no particulars relative to the
fate of the boator any one on board, excepting that the wreek sunk
about three o'clock in the motning by his watch, which he took
out and looked at by the light of the moon. He had o piece of
plank from the bualwark, which he vsedas g paddle by way of ex-
ercise, He remained upon the guard vntil toward noon the next
day, when he was raken off by a soop. On secing tlie sloop he .
put his handkerchief upon the piece of plank and raising it s a sig-
nal of distress, he clasped his arms around the plank and remaiied,
Belore the sloop reached bim be fell over on his face and became
insensible, and so remained uotil after lie was taken on board 1the
gloop,

IEeturned to Bridgeport, and wrote an account of my progress
and my interview with Manchestar, (o the agent of the company,
My letters did not reach Gere until 24 bours aiter due time, 1 en-
elosed the letters to Capt. Brooks of the Nimrod, to be delivered im-
mediately alier his arrival in New York. The letors 1 gave in
charge of the hotel keeper where | stayed in Bridgeport,

At 3 o'clock on Friday moming I went on board the Statesman,
and we went off. and at day break we landed again. at Old Fiald
Point. It was at this Ume intensel cold, the thermometer varying
from§ ti 4 dégrees below zero. e bad augmented our numbers
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at this tine to six edditonal, consisting of persons wleo volunteered
to assist us, all of whom had inends on board the Lexington. These

ersoms were Henry lde, James M'Keona, W. A. Beecher, T.
%unngly, B. A. Hofiman, all of New Yok, and at Old Field Point
we were joined by Mr. Sanuel Yeoton, of New Yuk. At e
pomt 1 pow left six men to look out forluggasze, as 1 had heard tha
a number of trunks and packeges hod come aslore in the neighbor-
hood. Truring the night, and a linle 1o the westward of the poins,
the body of a child about 4 years old had drified ashore.

The body of the child was found by Willisn Kennedy, the man
whom | Grst left ashore; it was found lying at highwater mark, with
po part of the wreck near it. At 8ol A. M. 1 Jeft in Lhe
steamer for the Eastward.  Every part of the baok was carelully
explored as we progressed, sod traced e shore around tlie bay.
I lelt persons ashore at different points and inquired at all the lious-
ez for information relativd 1o property saved {rom the wreck, Af-
ter runninz 7 miles East 1learned that three bodies had been found;
1 understood that they were found in the quarter boat ; 1 sent some
men to remove the bodies from the boat, but they Liad been remov-
ed hefore the men arrived, and laken 1o a wheelwright's shop,
where I found them ; 1 den't recollect the name of the persun whe
first found the bodies. | had the bodies sent w Old Flald Point: 1
here learned that 18 miles farther East a man lisd pot ashore alive,

I then proceeded 1o explore the beach the entire distance of the
18 miles, until 1 came to where the man was. During this distance
we found numerous portions of the wreck, among which was anag
piece on which was thie enure word Leaingfon; in letiers two feet
in height. The man come ashore at Fresh Pond landiog, just pre-
vious 1o reaching which place 1 was obliged 10 go on board of the
boat, owing to the lavge quantiies of diilt ice, and shoal water and
rocky botlam, which abounded.  We reached Fresh Pond landing
at 4 o'clock on Friday afierncon. Here, in consequence of the
ice on the beach, we eovld not pet on shore. We made siynuls,
and drew to the beach some =iz or eight people, and foreed the
steamer throush the drilt ice pear evough to hold conversation with
those on shore. : .
+ From theso people we learned that David Crowley, second mats”
of the Lexinpton, had come ashore at 9 o'elock on Wednesday
mght. He stated to these people that he had been forty-eight
bovrs upon the bale of cotton, aod bad crawled several rods upon
the beach through the ice, and after getting sshore he wulked threo
guarters of a mile to the nearest house, Tley =aid that lus feet

ad legs were badly lvozen. He was bare headed and in his shir
gleeves. e supposed himsell to be the only one saved from e
wreck. 1 gave ipstructions to leave nothing undone 1o render his
gituation as comfortable as possible, and to procure for hin.all medi-
cal or other aill that mizht be pecessary. They said ke was in tha
best of bands, and that he was io want of nothing for his comfort.

1 also authorized them to search for other persons or praperty,
and to take every care ol the same, should any be discovered—and
nlso to takecharge and care of any bodies which might come ashore,
snd to give information of the same to the New York papers.
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We then left on our return to Old Field Poiut, to take on board
and bring to Wew York the bodies and property which were thepe,
having left information at all (he places where we had stopped, thay
a reward would be given for any bodiés discovered, and offering al-
so @ reward of Gve hundred dollars lor ithe detection of any persons
commilting depredations upon the bodjes or nropgrty velich might
some sshore frem the wreek, | was avthorized 10 do 1lis by 1le
company. L was campeiled to relinquish the expedition on 2ccount
of the severity of the weather, and of 1le sudden pecumulstion of
1ee, which rendered farther efforts usoless.

Un returning to the light-house, we took an board all the bagynge
which had been collected by the men in my absence, five bodies -
and the life boat, wiuell laiter was found about two miles to the
Westward of the light-house, with the coats therein, as deseribed
by Manchester. With all an bomd, we started for New York about
6 o'clock Ll F'r'pdav E."."El'lil':lg. tn EEHS:E‘[]LIEI‘H:E of Lo ioe we were |5
liours 1o reacling New Y ork, and arrived at 9 o'cleck an Sg[urdﬂr
moerning.

The hodies brovsht up were those of My, Wiaterbury, Mr. Up-
som, the child, and of two men unknown, which had the appear-
ance of being those of two of the boat hands,

I wes acquainted with the Lexington.  She was a good boat, and
by many considered one of the best hoats ranning on the Soung.

1 was acquainted with Capain Child, and think he was Every
wy qualified [or the duties of lne office. My brother was clerk
of the Lexingon. .

We carry a preat deal of freight on board the Massachuseus,

W g8 masters of the company’s boats, have general instroctions
to lesve nothing undene,without regard to expense, to remder every
thing a3 safe as possible, particularly asrelates 10 danger from fire,
Tlie Massachusetts has on bourd a five engine, whicl) s a patent ro-
tary pumip ; sbe has an board phout 1we hundred feet of hose.—
The hlassachusetts once took fire on the top of the beiler, convey-
ed by a spark from the flue.  We burn waod altorstlier on board
the Massachusetia. |

I never hieard of the Lexington being an fire till since thiz noei-
dent, since when 1 have haacd of it fifty times. T first heard it stared
by my oncle when he was on the stapd yesterday. 1 was informed
by Mr. SBamuel Yeaton, mute of the ship Helidum, that Capr. Wil
Tam Tirrell, of the sloop linprovement, of Brookhaven, stated to him
that al the times the fire broke out on boned of the Lexinaton, (aliout
hall past T o’clock w the evening,) he was sailing past in tlie Soand
on boord of his sloop—he was then sbout six miles distant. He save
as a reason for not going to the reliel of the Liexiglon, that as she
had life bonts on board, and being near the shore, the passengers
might in all probability get ashore.  Another reason given by him
was, that ifbe delayed, hie should lose his tide over the bar.® He
could probably not have reached the wreck in less than an houy's

+
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time. He might then probably have saved many on board excapt-
ing those who were lost in the quarter boats.
The bouts of the company are better fited and pravided, mnd
belter guarded against fire than any oibers in Amerjes.
| was acquainted with the engineer of the Lexington. 1 waspot
acquainted with the furmer engineer. 1 don’t koow why he lefy
the boat; but have heard Captain Vanderbilt say that he was dis-
« charged on account of his not being asquainted with the burping of
coal. It was Jacob Vanderbilt who gave me this informatian, . It
was while the boat was undergoing repairs, that | made the inquiry.
He hed previously been on board the boat for several years, |
have been on hoard of the Lexington several times sinc (he fuol
has been ehanged from wood 10 coal s and have made oge passage
n ber with my family.
] [Sizned] JOSEPH J. COMSTOCK.
The inllowing Ietter was-received by the corover, pending the
examination of the last witness :—

New York, Jan. 21s1, 1840,
I B. Wheeler, Esq.

Drear Sir—You will eonfer a partioular favor by correcting my
statetnent given yesterday, respecting 1he Liexington.

Lst.  The repairs on boilers and eogine was aver #5000 Jast
winter. 2d. The flue was repaired, and not new. 32d. | am not
positive as to the exact height of the stean chiraney.  4th. Thers
was 820,000 fire insurance, instead of $10,000. fih. The fire on
baard 1he Lexinglon four weeks since, was discoversd. under twg
boxes of goods, after her arrival st the whar from Stonington, 6,
The damage claimed by the owner was thirteen dollars, Not ad-
mitted. Respectiully Yours,

WILLIAM COMSTOCE,

Dovid Crowley's Statement. :

[t will be recollected that BMr. Crowley, the 24 mate of the Lex-
ington, afier drifting sbout fifiy miles on & bale of cotton, got ashore
on Long lsland, not far from River Head. The Sag Harbor Cor-
rector of Saturday, gives us the following purticulars (—

Mr. Bouthgate, who returned to this place from River Head on
Thursday evening last, hes obligingly favored us with the following
particulars :—

It appears from Crowley’s account, that the boat was first dis-
covered to be on fire off Hustington, at about 7 o'clock on Monday
evening last ; that he soon took (¢ a plank, but shortly lefi it fora -
bale of eotton, on whiol e drifted unnl Wodnesday evening, when
he landed at New Gulley, opposite River Head, and made his way
to tha house of Matthias Huehinson ; having drified in that (ima
somewhere about fifty miles, and absolutely slecping al times,

Crowley further states, that the lile boat and another were lowered
from the Lexington, but were so crowded, that he presumes they
swamped belfore reaching the shore. That on discovering the fire,
the Lexington was immediately headed for Long Island, znd after
ranuing & short time was seen 1o alter her course, as being evidently
unrranageable, and drifted down the Sound ; that he often saw the
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blaxe shooting up from her in columns, lighting the whale Sound,
and then dying away in darkness,

+ From another source we haye the following addition to tkis om-
bre account. The hoat was seen on Jire, drifting past Stoney
Brook, abont mid-way of the Sound, and a =mall hoar went off, but
returned afler going & mile or two, it being t0o rough to venture
farther. The Lexingion was seen until shurjn by Crane Neck Poing
—and seen no more ! That the [ife boat belonging to e Lexing-
ton, caine op shore at Setauket, with her letter bag, which was for.
warcled by the postmaster at that place to the New York post office,

From her drift, and the place where last seen, she must hava
been drilting directly for the fight boat on the Midd|e Ground, and
could not have been more than two or three miles from it ‘when
last discerned by her blaze, showing her solitary and sable pipes,

standing as monuments over some mighty moving catacamb of
dt'ﬂ[lh i

FOURTH DAY

As the investigation progresses, the interest increases, The courf=
room throughout vesterds ¥y was crowded to excess by an aoxious
auditory.

The testimony taken yesterday will be read with much interest,
vonsisting wholly of the statement of Capt. Chester Hillurd, nye of
the individuals saved from the wreck. _

We give below entire the testimony "correctly copied from the

. efficial records of the Coroner. 1'he Coroner yesterday, previous
to the commencement of the examination of witnesses addressed the
Jury, and stated (hat among mdividuals, and even a portion of the
cily press, soine dissatisfaction had been expressed i relation (o the
‘course be had pursued in the investigation, inasmuch as (he wit-
nesses as yet examined bad been persons connected with or in the
mtgrest of the steamboat company. He, however, assured 1he jury,
and’ wished the public 1o understand, that it was lis fixed de-
mination to examine minutely into all the facts and CIfCUmstances
ol the case ; and though the witnesses first examinéd were those
connecied with the company, the faet of thejr baving been first
called would in no wize operaté asa bar to the introdoction of ad-
verse testimony ; and that whatever faots might be in possession of
the witnesses yet 1o be called, (of whom there are g large number)
though tending 1o the blame and censore of the company, he should
spare no effart 1o bring such facts 1o light, f2l] the odium where jt
might, by the evidence sliciied,

Capt. Chester Ehllard, sworn, 1 was born in. Norwich, Con. 1
have fulldwed the sen Intterly, fiar about six ¥ears: [am 24 vears uld.
1 left Norwich eight years since, and ldve since made my home gt
Port Ann, N.'¥V. | wenl there ta learn i1lie wopllen manufsatiorin 2
where [ remained two yeara. I then weit 1o sen with Capt. Wm_
Stout, in the &hip Mec'Clellan, now belonging to New Orleapz: (he
ship then belonged to Messra, Howkand & Aspinwall. 1 have only
been in the employ of Messra, Howlend, and ., K. Celling, at ges.
L 6rst went before lhe mast as o raw hand ; I went fire voyages

* bafore the mast, which ook me in all aboot (hres yerrs ; T than
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went as Od male of the ship Sheridan, Capt. Russel, o Liverpool,
one yoyi e 1 then went 8d mate of the ship Mississippi, Cupt. Da-
vis, o New-Orleans and Liverpoo) ; 1 then went as chief mats of 1he
siime vessel, one vovare, aud on 1he second vovage lu N Orleans in
the same ship, under Capt. Beebee. Capr. B. died at New-Orleans;
and I brdught the ship home. 1 then made a voyage a5 moster of
the Mississippi to New-Ovrleans and arrived liere four weeks aro next
Saturday- {lmnk passuge on board the Lexington on Just Movday
week, tu go 1o Sioniogton on my way to Norwich,

I have no family ; | have three brothers and two sisters, two hall
brothers and one Lalf sister ; my parents are both dead ; my father
wias a sealnring man,

| went'on bosid the Lexington at 3 o'clock, P. M. 7 don’t kanw
the number of passengers sho had on buard ; 1 estimated from the
number at the table, tliat there were 130 pussengers; but.1 hava -
since been induced ta believe, thit the esumnt= was (oo lirge, I
pail mo particolar attention to the lading of the feight on board,
L think the greatest proportion of the freight consisted of codton ; it
was stowed under the promenade deel. ™ There might have been
boxes of govds an bosrd, but | did not nntice.

Betwuen the whael-hoouse and enging, there wns sufficient spoce for
A persan lo pazs ; whether more whon sufficient for one person or
nol, 1 cannut may. There was a tier of cotton bales stowed in -
the pagsnge—l think on the side next to the wheel-house. I went
mto'the forecastle. I think there were over the forecastle thren or
four baggage cars.  The lifo-host wns on the starboard side of the
promennde deck, farward of the wheel-housze. [ tookwno notice of
the boat, vutil 1 saw persons endeavaring 1o clear her away,. She
wag covered with canvass. I nlso saw the two quarter boais lower-
ed nway, after tha fire broks out, bat did not noties them before. .

We took supper shout 6 o'clock. ‘Fhare were two tables set, 1
should thinl more than one half the length of the' cabin. Thesze
tables were filled, and sume of Lhe pnssengers were compelled io
wail for the* second table. The boal ran perhaps 12 w14 knots
per hour. 1 think that. we must have fuken supper somewhat before 6
o'clock. 1 think that the supper accupied Irom half to three quartecs of

aghour, I don’t koow Captain Child, snd cannot eny whether he was at
the table or not, .

1t wag aboul an hour after supper that I heard the nlarm of fire, T was
then on the pointol Wmingin. I hnd my eoat and boots off. | think my
berly was No. 45 or 49, (ha third !engli: afl from the compgnion way,
aad very nearit on the sterbonmd side. [ dild not al the Line apprehend
may thing sevious. 1 slipped o my coal and bools and wend on deck, |
put on iy hat and ok my overcont onmy arm.  When [ ot on decly
discovered the casing of the smoke pipe on fire, and 1 think=a part of the
promenade deck was alao on fire.  There was o grost rush of ihe [Bsan-
gers, and much confusion, ao thal 1 ecald aot potice jmrlicularly. The af-
ter part ol the casing was burning, and the fire was making aft. T thowalit
at l’:a time that the fire wight be subdued. 1 saw the fire below {ha pro-
menade deck, 1 did not notice whether (here was any fire below (he naaip,
deck. 1 was afl at Ihe time, ol csuld pot, therefure, wea distinetly. |
was never before on board the Lexiogton, and koow nothing of the con-
atruction of the smoke pipe.

1 a3, nsthing ol the commander, but from what [ could hear of ihe cyaw
forward, I supposed they were at wark trying to rig the lire engine ; I saw no
buckets used, and think (hey ware notmade uso of ; T saw fire buckets on
board,but can't ay how many ; 1 think the fire engine was nol gol'to wark,
03 ] gawnothing ol it. T shartly sfter wenl on the promennde deck ; pravi
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onsly my -atfantion had been directed to tha passengers whe wers ru

into Lhe.gquarter hoats, and when F went on the quarier deck the boals wars
Bboth filled. They peeined to be stupidly dalermined 10 :la:lrniy themselvps,
as well as the boats which were their only means of safely. I went 1o (he
starbodrd boat, which they wera loweriag away; they lowered it until sha
took the water, and then I'saw some one cut away the forward takle fall:
it was at all events disengaged, and no one at the time could have unhook-
ed the fall ; the boal instantly flled with water, there being ot 1he time
somn iwanly persons in her ; the boal passed immediately astern, entirely
clear. I then went to the othsy side > the olher boal was cleared awa
and lowered in the sime manner as the other, full of passenger, T-hi{
boat fell astern entirel divengaged, an the other had done; she fell EWAY
before she had entirely filled willy water.

By this time the firs had zot to going so that I relly much mada my
mind up “if was a case.”” [ thought thal the beet i ing that could ba dona
was ko run the boat eshors, and for this A.mrpn-a wenl to the wheel-housd
1o look for Capt, Child, expecting to find hith there. 1 found Capt. Child
there, [advised him 1o run for the shore, The Caplain replied that shs
was alrendy headed for the land. The fire hi,' this time began to coma up
around the promenade deck, and the wheel-house was completely fillad
with smoke. There wers two or three on the promenads deck nesr Lhe
wheel-house, and thair attention was lurned to the life boat, ! was at thig
time upprehensive that the promenade dack would fall throggh, The life
boat was cleared away. | assisled siripping off the canvass, but | had no
notion of geieg in her, an T made my mind up that ir they T{ her down on
to the main deck, they would serve her as they had done the olhers. Tha
steamer was (hem under head way. They cleared her away and I think
launchad her over the side. Before | left the promenade dack I thopght
it wag time-for me to leave ; however, &g the fire was bursting up Lthrough
thé deck, 1 then went aft and down on # the main deck. They were thea
al work with the hose, but whether by the aid of the engine, or not, I cag-
not say. 1 did not buow ai the Ume that there was s fores pump on
board. '

The sinpke was 30 densa (hat I could not ses distinctly what they ware
sbout: T think that the communication with the fors part of the hoat was
by that time cut off.  Up to this time, from the frst hearing of the alarm,

rhaps 20 minutes had elapsed. The engine had now baen stopped about

minufes, I then recommended Lo the few deck hasds and passengery
who remained, to throw the cotion overboard. This was done, myseli
fending my aid, I told the passengers that they must do something for
themielves; and the best thing they could do was to take 1o the collon. —
There were perhaps ten or & dozsn bales (hrown overboard, which was
pretly much all there was on the larbeard side which bad not taken fire, I
then cut off & piece of line, perhaps four or five fathoms, and with it span-
ned a bale of coilon, which lplramlie-i'e was the last one nof on'fire. It was
a very snug wquare bale: It was about four feel long and three feat
witla, and a (ool and a half thick. Aided by ons of the firemen, I put tha
bale up on the rail, round which we ook 3 turn, stipper the bale down be-
low the guard, when we bolh golon to ll. We got on to the bala befora
wa lowered it. The boal then lsy broad side to the wind and we wers un-
der the lee ol Lhe boat, on the larboard mds. We placed ourselves one on
#ach end of tha bals, facing each other, With our weight on Lthe bale it
remainad about one third out of the waler. 'The wind was ralty fresh, and
we drifled: at the rate of sbout & knot anda half. We did not Iash our-
selves Lo the bale, but coiled tha rope up and laid it on the bals, My comi-
panion did sot like the idea of leaviog the hoat immediately,bul wished to hold
on 1o the guards. I determmed to get oul of the-way, believing that to re-
miin there much lnnger it would beeoma El'-el:tj' hot quarters. %ﬁ"a accard-
ingly shoved tha bale round thastern. The moment wa bad reached the
wlern, wa left the bost and drifted away about w knot and & half, This
was just 8 o’clock by my watch, which I too kout and looked at.

A wa loft the wreek picked up a piece af board, which | ueed & 5 pad-
dls ar radder, m;t'h whish te kesp the bula “and 1o the aws.’ '
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Ak dha Tima we lelt the boat therd were butl few personsd remainisg o

board. [ saw one lady, The ladies’ cabin wes fhen alt’ oh fite. The'rehs-

on,why I moticed the lady was, that ber child had pot Sverbokrd hod was théd

about two rods frum ber. Wea presad by the ehild g0 nenr that ' § Mdﬂﬁﬁf:&

hagd on ta it s it lay on its bask. The lady saw us spproaching the
oried onl for ud to save il 'Wa then drifted awsy from the boar, snd i tén

mihutes mors we aould s¢e no porsong on board a::-uq;t those po the forecestle.

1 should thiok 1he child was 3 femals from it dress. | think it had on a bonnst.

Tha child waa dead when we passed li. [ don’t racollect how the lady was

drégied, ar what she seid. [ did not see any orhor child with the lad ;" T sbald
not notice particnlary, as it was at the tiws prevty rough, | hid ss mmch aa f
aoild do to mansgs my bile of cotton, we wera gitting astride of tlie bale with
oor faet in the water ; 1 was wet up 1o my middle from the wiler & hiteh 2t timbs

washed over the bals ; we wore in sight of ihe boat nll the Hme. il "she wént

dﬂﬁ. when we wors shoot 2 wile distant; whon wa left the wreck it wha
eloudy, but sboat nizs o’clock it cleaiad off, and we had & find night oF it woul

the moon went down ; I lookad atmy watoh s oflon as 'm'_ur,ui balf howr, through .

the night, the boa; wenit down at thres o'clock ; it was so cold as'to make it ou-
camary for ma (o exert myself to keep warm, which 1 Jid by \lfhlpl:ng m
hande and arms around my body ; about 4 o'cluck the bale eppaized with os
heavy sea came and carriad the bale over end ways ; my companion uéai'aillﬁ"ri
tinre with me, and we manoged to get w the bale'on ifs opposite dide; we at
Lhig time lost our pitos of board, aflerwards the bale wesongoveroable anil wéilt
my it likad ; my companion had somplaived s good deal of the cold [rom ony fidet
I!lﬁnﬁjlﬂ; he didnt seem to have that apiril about him that he cught o Hsve
had.; he warconiingally fretting himeelf about things which he had no business
to,  He mid hic name was Cox,* and that his wife lived in ihis city, st No. 11
ﬂﬂm‘f streel. Ha appeared to have given up all hops of our being saved. On
ouy first starting from the boat, [ gave him my vest.as be liad on his chest only
& fisnosl ghirt. . He had on pantaloons, boots and cap. He azid he was & firernan
on board the bdal. _ = e

Cof remained on ths bale gfier it had_. upset about Bor 2 1.2 ‘hoars, aotil ik
wai abont day light. For the last balf hoor that bie remalnad on the bale, he bad
betn apeschiless and seomad 10 havs lost all uwe of bis bands sa he did not wy
to.hold oo, Irobibed him and best his flesh, and used otherwide every wifort
I could to keap hig blood in cireulation. It wos still very rough, and I was oblig-
#d o wxert myselfio hold on, The baly coming broad side fo the ses it guye &

ok and Cox sbpped off and. I saw him no more. He went down without &

ﬂﬂ: Lthen goi more into the middie of the bale, 1o make it vide as it
ould, end in. that way coutinued ontil et lesst for abont an boyr. | got mgr_l'ft
on the bale and ko remained until, the sloop picked me up. The ses bid by
thiy lime tll-lmmn guite amooth, Cn seeing the ilaop i waved my hat, to_gitraot
ihe attention of those on hoard ; 1 was bot frozen in any. i .

The name of the sloop wans the * Marchans " : w{‘&*#mpm_ 1
think Cuptain M. and those on bonrd the sloop sre entitled to & Fﬂlt'!l't ekl
of ceedit, as they did more on the occasion than any one else. It appeirs
that thay tried duriogths night 10 get ont 10 the aid ofthoss on board the Lexing-
0], but in coming oul the 500% grounded on the bar, and they wote compalled
:#H- they ?ﬂllﬂ E'IIHIH off to lighten her of part of her cargo. It was 11 o'-

whon 1 was picked up. The sloop had, previous to renching me, spoken the

Lgat hﬂfgtl.h_lﬂ Tulm Bnquirios relative o the direction of thefire, On going ob
of this ¢ !

the caliin and then ctuised in search of others. ey, picked up fwo other liv-

g men and. tha -bodies of two cothers. The livjing men ware U&slllﬁ

lh!:dﬂhnmr, pilot of the Lexington, snd the other Charles Smith, n hipd on

Bune of the petsans was picked op oo & bale of cotton, snd the othor*Gh'ike
whael-hougs, lill'pEniiliI::?a iﬂfhdﬂhnﬂd‘ was oir the binle, but fromt  What
Captain Comntock said yostarday, it éould pot be the ema. Captain Manchester
wig Ftofed i, bus I wes in.tho cabin st the tfime—dvee Helow whon the other
:."i' [ﬂl ad up. Thli weara hm.hnginkad up within baif an kous. When lil_t:]':
s %ﬁﬂ ird, Capdain Manchaster wae pratiy much nﬂmﬂuii;. Bmi
sgomed beiler. They pot them both in bed, Smith wasa fSremas ond belongd
o Morwich, Connsgticit.

4 Benjamis Cox, of 17 -sireel.  He ban et & ‘wile and several B A e
M destitme iiluilﬁ]mn ‘wreiched woman has, we pérteive, offitrad ber fis
&:r“‘!"ﬁ!h“t}il row H‘Mw;ufhrhmhﬂ'r%’ﬂ#ihﬂwﬁ

wot) that the Company will take. ingo oo ton the sare of ‘this disthassed-wid-
ow, jnasmuch, at least, 10 s that the body of her Goshand, if recovered, may bo resored
#o ber without expenes to herslf L :

L]
& &

l}!-'l[h__”llﬂ YTy ible mitention paid ma; they look me, iota
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Fhey pontinned o eruive about three bouse longer, end then retorned 1# ‘the
barbor of Bouthport. Lo the mesn time they bad picked np two 'doad bodies
—ome G them wag ol & pisce of the wheal.bouse, and ibe othér on = pives of
the wreck! When wa wars wbout half way from the wreck o Bouthport, the
staamboat Nimirod overtnok us, and | went on -board of her. She was boand
inty Bridgeport—we mrrived there in about thres quartars of an howr. I went
ashore nngle.wnm. to the house of Capt. Darvie, an saghaintance of mine with
whom §had formerly ssiled—staid thers that n{ght—pext morming st B o'éioek
went oa board the sieamboat Nimrod and came (0 New York.

Al the tme | went 1o the wheel-house end sew Capt. Child, he seemad son-
fospd—ha snid they ware runiing for the lagd-—Dbe then want into the wheal-
houme, and that was the last I saw of him. I rather think he stayed there until
ha lnli'u-p-nqd, ag | don’t know thal he waa sden hfterwards, As regards the dl-
Tarropes, [ don't know cerwinly any thing about them, but 1 had the impression
that liller ropes wera buroi off, but cannat tall posstively. Wrecily over
tha firs-room wae.a graling laid across, throogh which I conld see down. 1
think Lhat after tha life-boal was Lhrown overboard, & persun eonld have passsd
frem the. {ore to the aft of the vessul on the provfonnde deck. I did not koow
ihat there wae any extra steering gear on board, | did not notice whether Lha
tillar was shippad or nol.

By's Jurer. How near to the smoke-pipe was the colion or other baggage
sowedr? . ,

Aopwer, I doo't kpow, I didn® notice. ‘

& Afer you went 1o the wheel-hooes, how soon did the pilot leava?

A. Wh ,it}ril wag him who hove avar the lifi-boat, he went while | was thera.

I don't know thatd hinve had Aoy conversation with Capt. Vanderbilt, relitive
1 what ought to have been done when the fire broke out, | do think, howaver,
thet when 1 first saw the fire, there would keve been little difficolty in putting
it out with the buckets, if' tha engine had been stopped, The quarter boate might
perhaps have carried safely, 15 pearsona eoch. CHESTER HILL F

The inguest was here clowed at hall past 5 o'clock.

: " FiIFTH DAY. -
. Aheqdare E. Secor, sworn. | live al %4 Avenupe [). Am an engineer and stas
engina builder ; my factory is in 3th etreet, near the Bast river. 1 did oot meke
. tha engies for the Lexington, but have seversl (imes vepaired it. "The firt re-
pairs L pat on her hoiler, two years sgo this month. Tha repairs conzisted of
some aioall patohes, which wera put an her leaks.. We. again made repains Ieat
March, again some timé in November last, repairs were made by oa ; the
repairs @ the bofler waore mimilar to those dome befors. [t waa then but linke
vul ol order. Tpon the engioe we made some swmall repaie.
- Wa fornished s’ complete sot of shest iran and brick work for tha formaces.
The iron pot under the boilers was sboat one eighth of wn inch thick. Tha
fuinaca wea coniracted by reising the bars, which was the only contraction mads.
We furnished a blower for the formuce ; the blower was 31 inches by %. The
blower was celovlated to make 900 ravolilons, at 17 etrokes of the angine. '
By changing the fiuel from wood o soal, the dangsr from fire 1s materially
lessened. As ta the conl Uhere are no sparks, the beatin ths neighborhood of
the farnace is more intenss from coal than wood, I don't kvow whather Lhe
Jjoink whare the smoke-pipe ehipped into the stesm chimpey was examined.
don’t koow whether the sparks conld have Enm‘d through the joint o an to get
1o the M!iuﬁ of the chimnay or not. 1 think the joint was, however, quile close.
I dom't think the blower was stromg enough to° carry & spark op the pips.
I have no doubt that if the darmper was kept shut 2 long time, the return drafl
would theow amt fre and coole from the fornees  doors.
. By a Juror. Are any of the fire-rooms of the steam-boate ae eafe as they cughi
tober . '
" A. That's s question | had raiher not =mawer, \
2. Bo you consider all of chem aafa?
LA, Well, L do, as malfe #a they well can be,  The fire-room o the Lexington
wos an sife o8 any of them that | know of. - g e
Fechard M. Hoe—I reside st 400 Egsr-Brosdway: 1 am = machinist and en-
ginedr. | never was on boord the Lexington. T have, howorer, been on haird
u greas number of staamboats, and particularly those ranning oa the Bound, 1
have examingd 1boir machinery closely ; | bave slso exmmined mochinery in
Europe. . The mechinery of oar bons, eo far as the wo HI;I:F part is concorned
wompatas vory weoll. Thay are not quite o wsll finished, nbr tha weight oI'
metal poiployed so greal. The wmaterial is, bowsver, betler proportioned for
stcengih . thad is, our eoginesrs will tale the seme weight ol metal and maks
ua aogime that will bear ore sEm.
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In ol the English bewip there sce mare procantionary mensures sgajsst firg
adopied, than I evar wiw hers, Bituminous' coal is ':hurlu:-'Ir uerally gaed. Thay
mar-.lljr have but one steering spparstos, which is i, Fnlwr saw but one

E thers rigged with a wheel-house like ours. 1 belleve that il'n ploper chain
Wea Used, o steering apparatos might be made ofit, to work with the ssme eon-
vanience as ropes, and evan bettor, sa ihere would be less danger of their
stratching or breahking. A chan woold work quicker and safar in tvery respect,
than a rope, if* properly riggad. i

The froat or mction of the sen water would not have s greater affect upon &
shain than an iron rod. I hava always thought that onr steambosts ware wary
badly ssanred Bgaingt fire in the fire rooma.  In the sgmll atéamare in Eor _
tha ME:-um: are floored and ceiled with cast or wrought iroo. [ hare seen the
'"ﬁ tiller ropes in use in England. They appesred 10 angwer tha putpose vory
wall, . :

Joha Clark eallad—] live at 83 Essex atreet. 1 am o machinist by trade. 1
um gne of the U. 8, weamboat inepectors. 1 was acquainted with the Lexing-
ton. 1 inspected, with Captain Bunker, the Lexington on the $at of Ostober last.
Chur practice in inspecting » boat ia po & oo board and Jeok round, examineinte
the age and condition of the boat, &=, Our certificates relate to Lhe soundness
of the boilers, engine'and hull of the boat. Witk regard to the steoring appara-
tus, 1 don't consider that we havo snything to do wilh it I did examina 1ha
ﬂ"ﬁnﬁ apparatus. It corvisted of two long jron rods runoing undar ihg fpmmv
endde deck to within ahout ten feat of both fore gnd alt, i. o, within 1en feet of
the wheil and rudder. From the rods to the whasl and rouud tha whes! was
8 conlinuation of hide rope, sod aleo the same aft from the rods s the rudder.

8 have nover condemned a boat or stopped ita running. 'We hava restricred
bonts to the nss of s certhin amount of slesm.  Some ofths fhr? toats and bonis
an the North river wo huve so resiricted A fter looking round snd giving our
certificate, we receive our fees, on the occasion of ingpecting a boat,

The Rhode Island was resiricted in the use of stewm i conseguence of her
boilars being rather wenk. Qur requisition wad complied wilh by the ewnersof
the Rhode lsland. I wasa year ago lest fall Lhat Bbode Islond was re-
utricled.. She shortly after had her boilsrs re nired, The Mimrod was alao re-
wtiricted a year ago last fall, in oonsequence of hor boilers getting weak. Allour
restrictions have been in oonsequence of Lthe weakness of the boilers.

Wo axamipod the steamer William ¥oung, and found that she was not s aafs.
abll seaworthy vemal, bot we gave a certificate that sha was 4 stilbde bowt (s
fon on the raute.

The steamer Providenee, running to Newport hos nat been inspected doring
tho past year. We have not besn ealled upon to inapect her. Wa slwaye
wail for the owners 1o call first npan ue.

I think the Lexington was ver illy calculuted to enrry freight. She was foo
marrow, Bhe was strong anuugﬁrm £arry anything,

Quosstions by & Juror—How many balas of cotton conld 1he Lexington safaly
sEFTY T .

Answer. Bhe could carry the weight of 200 bales.

Q. Without danger from fire and sea ;

Ans.  That's another quastion.

Q. Is cotton spiiable reight to earry on board of & ‘stanmbont ?

Apd. Coilon in not a fit srticle 1o carry an tha deck of a pawsenger steamboat,
Ttia any way dangerous fruight. '

SIXTH DAY.

Three witnesses wore examingd yesterday and two of those befirs examined
weare racalled. .

The first witness was Mr. Chatles O, Handy, president of the company.
Hin testimony related ehielly 1o the mode in whish the effaire of the company
ars managed, the duties of its several officers; &e. Wae give the caly part thai
seems to be of intorost. ’

Bome fow wesks sines there woa a siatemsent in one of the pepers about the
FProvidence boat hoving bevn on fire. 1| jminedistely sont the exptain
{Whoolsay) of the bont, 1o mscertain the facts: He sta that n amall can of il

eft om lﬂ etowe in the enginesr's room, had boiled over into the stove and k-
on fire, which wes immediately extinguished withont diffioult rapresanting i
us unfit for & cama of alarm, or as mvolving any danger to the boat. ﬁubﬁm:
cooaion the boat T think had a very long passage ; she was two -days gelting te
Steninglon. I was yery rough weather.  The only other instance ihat I know
of & boat's tsking fire was reported to have happenad to the Lexington. ¥
should think thres or four weeks befors her dastruetion, | egnin made inquiry
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w4 1o thi Miets, sifd wag informed that part of the combing of the central hutoh
had faken fire from & spork from the wood in the furnece—the bont then In:n-nin!
wihod-—whish hid grodoced '“ﬁ!:t.i"j“'? to Lhis eombing, and pardially injare
i box with eome goods in it a9 Ireight—thal it had been immedimtely pul oot
without dificulty.

The bill rendered for damages lo the poods was thirteen dollar. [ called the
attention of the general agent and captain immediziely to tha fer, sand dirested
evary pracantion isken w prevent the recarrence of & similer accident. | am not
%ognizan! always of the dissharge of officers of the boais by the captains and
angent. [ knew of the discharge of Mr. Vrendenburg, T was informed by the
goenoral agent that Mr. Vren unburgr had bean d'laeh-rEa-d, and Ma Heompatesd
employed, from his skill in the use of cosl, and 1 think bhe moreover jofurmed
me Lhat it was dono at the instigntion snd request of Captain Jacob Vanderbil,
for ke res sons mssigned, he then commanding the boar and superintending
her repairs. It waos navor reported (0 me that Vreodenburg hsd refused to ssrva
th;'r‘lnrr r; nordid T ever hear of it until 1 saw it allaggﬁ in A newspaper.

r. Wm. Kemble, agent and president of the West Point Foundry Association,
stated cost'of the Lexingion's engine, &a.

Mr. Adam Hall, an anginzer, formerly in the loy of the samo association,
testifiart respecting the constrogtion of the angipe, &o.

" Mr. Jossph I!i:#u.ip, recalled, siated the expanse of soms items in the conatroe-
tion of stexmboats. '

Elihu 8. Banker, recalled. From sigtements which Aave been poblighed of
my testimony, | havae besn meade o say thet I considered thut the law did not
prohibit the use of ropes for sicering. 1 did wot wish o be so undarstood. |
said that 1 Jid not consider that the law prohibitad (he vee of the rope round the
wheel. 1 do consider tho vse af the rndg in_required by law, and that the law
eannol be complied with withoot them. The miﬁ were firet introdaced by my-
salf, sama fourtesn years since. '

I meant to asy that [ concurred with Mr. Wehstar in opinion, as to the con-
miroction 'of the ruw, # that mods wears required whorarer they murfd be nsed, and
that from the end of tha rode W the whesl and rodder, ropes might be used.”

‘Mr. Cambral also told me that he also understood the law in the BB WAY.

By & Juror—When we &ra called upon t inapset n steambosl wo go on board,
Weexumina iho boat inside end out to #e0 how she is built ; we then inguire of
tha eaptain of her bull is perfectly sound and tight in every perticular. Wa are
aot mora parficutar than this. I do not mesn to say that rmn see Lhroogh a
stick of timber. Wo sometimes take the chrtifichite of n carpenter as to the
voundness of the timber ; and sometimes we take tha certifionts of a carpentar ta
thip affect that the boat has reconty hauled :‘? #nd repaired, what repairs werd
donn, what new timbers were put in, &e. e take thase cerlificates and pate-
wthemis, brsanee wa have no other mearis. Not having thess means sl hand, wa
sxsmine the hull in the best maoner wa ean from locking al it.  'We never pui
an'anger in: 1 have (eken my knife and pot it into the timbear thivagh the air
meame in the ceiling. 1 onver bavo 'taken o boat to go round the hull on tha
outsde. ¥

I wish it to be uodemtood that Lhers is not in New-York & steamer that Ca
tain Clarke and meself have not seen on the slocks, ak well as when on the mﬂ:
ways or orherwisa, in the most difficolt sitogtions thay could be placed jn. I
think there could nos be found in tha United Sites two other inspectorn poGaass-
ing whe information that we hupgen to possgss. I have never seen a plank upon .
n i thmnqh which rfnu might, in three years afler, run a broomstick—nog
anleas yon might heve dons so baforn the plank was pot an. A good whiteoak
plank, pnt open the bottony' of & boat, will' last forsvar, in to rotting., 1
madn, provided the hall, be solted.  In eramining the boll of & bont we make
the mowt- minuts inguiries sa to the state of the timber ; we geoerlly have dealt
with men with whom wa ware acquaintad.

Wa elways infrm the afficers of ihe boat thay to give us wrong information
in en indisteble offence. Weo hare never had oceasion to put & master or officer
of a boatunder osth. Thers in not a boat that we havs mspected, bt whar 1
wonld porchase &t & fair valoation, did 1 wish to purchasn, wilhoot farther ag-
Em - '

_In examining = boiler, we go all round it, and have somathing to strike opow
£ *Wa call always u the enginears, and inqoirs into ¢very particular toych-
ing thm sondition of the boiler; wa procurs from them msueh information as wa
canpot otherwise procure ; we. have rever pui an engineer under osth. T rever
have boen' ideide the boiler of but one bost; I don't think it necessary; 1 esn
tell feom the thickness of & boiler, the szact amount of premure it will besr 0 an
LT
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I haye naver span o bydrantio test applied o a boier gm: avy. sgbenng, bl
might weoken it in gome. pacticplar ppinl w it would pak by s@eoted by e
dinary ueq.  Thary was susp, 3 Iaw proposed, FoQuiring & igst of timxn.ﬂfuu
of double the presaure 4 bo ppt upoa a bollor wihich wonld be roquired. by i

* use, 'Thix,it was feund, would not answer. " Some of the North Biver bosts carry
Loty imchas of ateam, aad to pop om 2 pressura of vsighty .inghes mnst rojp ,the
boilars. hen I commanded a boni 1 waA copstantly in the pragtice of going
ingide of the boilers to exnmine them. The resson of this wes, ther we were ot
then acquainted with the mogde of clearing off the sediment, and of ascertnining
the dafecia of the bojlom. :

SEVENTH DAY, ,

Capt. Stephen Manchesier, sxamined —Lives at Frovidooce, B. L. [ Inllowed
tha water 23 & business about twenly years, asa magter, mate, and pilot; have
baen pilot five yaars ; my Grat boat, the sisamboast Boaton, twe sagpnn, 4nd heep

2ars in the Lozington, axeept about halfa monib. | ilotad ber all shefmonth. of

ecamber, and il:llﬁ,:lnluu_r,pI until whi was loat. T thought her as gend mhﬂqlmmnz
had on the line. Bhe had iron rods fore and aft, sxcept Taps enopngh to go thep!
ke blocks and round the wheal, | mever saw 8 boat stearad attogetiier with
chaing, without any ropes, nevar knew the Lexington to be on fire axcepl when
she wan jlogt, bur heard she took fire ope momjng &t the dock ; Ja not an ongin-
®er, nor profeszes b know anyibing about it ; hes nothing to do with unﬁn
the edrge. My duty i, when the \s rewdy to aart, 1o go into the whgel-
hopse and stay there until ehe arrives at her destination i have been in the hebiz
of mowing cargo in ships, and koow how it ought to be siowsd in order W bBim a
hip properly. Don't recollect having made any particular ohssrvationn relstive
to the mwipﬁﬂn board the Lexington, Hes cargo consisted prineipally of i
ton .and &-small quantity of dey goads.  The mate aaid he m;ﬂ.&} B of colipl
on board. The mate's name was Thurber.  Did nog particularly obsnrve how
it was owed on the last trip. Ts wes prowed T believe o banal. Thers was
some of it in the boiler hatoh, which-was & genaral practice. We. had wery lills
wood, and it waa i two kitle roome un each side of the engine. There wad roams
in aach of them for fivg gr iz cords. . Belioves thers were carpeatsers. 5t work on
her the irip previous to the last. Thinks they wars making a TopEm. —
There ::Tqrﬁ men fxing the blowers the last time he was in ﬁun not- SpRpe-
tent 1o decidy an the aoging, but always cansidered it s good one. Thefire en.
ine waa oo the forward, part of the promenade deck whers it was easily got 0k
Lho mocess ta It wes elways clear; was in the wheel honss when I Sret heard ths
arp of fire; abput hall past 7 o'clock, some voe came to the wheal houss daor
and told e the host wae on fire; . don't koow who it wie; did not sheerve ihe
wga of the man; it waa nol Capt. Child: by appeared to belong to.the boat, My
wheslman was in the bouse with mo; my fist movement wos to-step ogt of the
wheel-hopso and Jook st saw the uppar deck burnimg all ranhd the smuks, pips,
binatng up two or three foey; the Same sppesred to ba in a thin shest all mponnd
whia emake pipe, coming up through the promenade deck. [ returnad into the
whael-honsa and put the whee! hard-a-port 1o steer dhe bost for the land. | thes
Wbaught it w 'FEIE' doubtful whather dim fire conld ba exiingmshed. . We werg
then nbwﬁ.ﬁ#_r sallea to the sant of this, snd about four miles from Long Ialand
shore; at the tate we wers then goleg, it would take sbout twenty. minutes 4o go
to shore; from the wayahe was heading [t might have mken Lhros or-four minnies
to torn ber.  The highest land to us bore shont sonth, ¥

Wo had ot yer headed 1o the land, when something gave way, which I halisve
WiA tha tillar rops; thinks ehe was heading about south-sast, and Long Island bozs
wbout soath, when the tiller ropo gare way; tho eogine was then. working, don't
knoyw. where the enginegr wae at that ime. She thon 7l ahend more to the sset-
ward, Capiain Cluld, then came into tbe: wheel-bouse and_gut Lis hand Lo the
spoke of the wheel, and ss he did =0, the rope ENVE-WLY; -presumes il was the

hed to the whasl; it wee the: larboard rope gave way ; and at the same time’
tha smaoke cama intp the wheel hobsa, and he wes obliged to go ool, and T wenld
out tos. I wunpact be wene afly but I oever,ssw him afterwneds; mhes he wens

1 ha went down on the Gyeward deck; don't racolleet whather haexprespad sny
alamm. 1 then called to them on the forecastle o get out the firs angine and

ekets; the engine wag gor out, but, they could not gat at the buckes, or at

gasl L oply saw a faw. Lam of opinion the wheal ropin busst off, bt 1 ohutd
not bave stood i losger even I thers had been chains rbund the.wheel.—
inks hots waa theo ay opporivnity togo from the wheel-lioims @M, whers
efa wug aaother ateering spparaing, & good tllet"with chains whiahi ran shrowrgh
ocks, oll bpaty ara so sigged,. in. ordpe that iFang Ihing happans o Lk roddar

ix oan b meed in i plams, T did wol go uft 1o, iy, boeause I thonght wer
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-Jrﬂ:ui would be' more woeful forward. After -:il!lng mfkl oul the engiue,
gt to W life bk, abd fndid solne perdons u‘kh»gh;lr; nlin off it: don't
know who they w'ﬁru* did bot then hmw Capl. il would nit know
bivd el bb “were in' thie rodih. catight ho of thieé Ihﬁ'i'ﬁ'g of tha boal, eod
nasted thend nor tolet her go mitl we got & line fetened to Baz. | dallad 1o
Eﬁu the fhrevedbila bo gaes o line to maka fabf to her, which they I:In'l "mifvd wa
nad itte berbow. 1 thifk ] called to Lheim to make it Mt b puwm the
; goin Ahder the whdkl, and it waa nistha fast. The fite ¥ne then bom-
I:%E lh‘:tnu_gh the protoe pade deck. [ cor the Imsking; and witd them (8 launch the
ol the promensds dedk dowh o tie Breard deck, ook hold
of the Humﬁr and fonnd it was oot fagtened to the ateembost. T t-[ﬁld them 1o
bold on m the rope, but they all Tét go one afier auother ; the engino wais stif)
mgI d 1 was uhil;ed to Iet it go myyself alab; apon ¢ thiisa wht' held tt wera
woitly 4F ths waltdes and paes & then fhuhd ffo buckels and dommednced
thro'wing water with them a.udﬂhu apeaie boxes; wb 1 thia wate froth dyvier lie
wide'of the boat, which was then preity mush afi e doddy this some otherd
thok the Hpataiy and parts of the bulwirks an midtr d rafl, to Which we mada
ﬁlma fsat and hows it over the wide of the boat] We Then' threw the hapgage
Board: Froi l&ul‘ bag u.pn cire, nod made tham fhar with & line; the engina
g}_\ﬁ‘t!‘mn tntirsly biopped ; it worked from ten to fifteen minotés and kept work-
uull_lp1 aldwer umtil 1t stopped ; we threw out every thing by whinh we
oy persan could v llmmunheu, wi. matrm;lﬂd throwing oo water jn
BH: nt ebmb person might some {o.dor ral:el'

midin dick now fall in ax far == the Mﬁl people had by this time
got overbokird, gofme of them drowned, and olbers I'mn*ylug. on W the baggugs
card, tha rafl and other things. What was 1ft of the main deck wa now on fire,
l.'li-ﬂ-!ﬂi h‘aﬁurnul} up in 8o amall a rpu-:a that wo coold do ndikivg more by
throwing wdter. Thera were then only elght or ten persbna agtarn on the stetm-
o, ol dbicu't 30 o (he forevastle, If'hu weirg nzking tne what they shoold
ilo, l.h'lt I tild thiem | saw no chonee for !.ﬂ!' of i ; thiat if we itn ed 1; ufu: wa
:Jinhtﬂ b burndd (o desth, and IT we went overboard we shoul Y per-
b, Amangthosa who Wers thays whi M. Hn tand Van mu!k““hm Pm“
named Hmdeu who had chifge of Lhe expiese JIﬂEI' I did not know Eny ofie
glse. 1 then wok a pieds of epiust’ yain ant miade it fist to oy coat, and alao to
tha vail, and so BI.IEJ myzel’ down upon Lhs rafl. Thers were two or three
mhu'- op it already m& my weighi sdnk it.' [ held on to the ro I:-o until it came
iﬁ #in—apd whai it did, I sprang up'and canghta pibce of railing which was
io thé water, snd from thnu t on & bals of cotton where thete wads man #i-
tin; fm.lnd the bdle was m fast o tha Filing ; 1 teok dul my kath dnd
dut it off, Khuut th& "Himin | cut this rope off, | saaw zoma person étanding on the
ﬁm nfﬂﬂi ¢d mie if thére was room for anotbier; I made Ho mnawer,
a 'a:mi i:nmkaﬂ off the men lJ!a:lw:uh with me; and [ hauled him
uh Tﬂ?{ aght & piete of board ‘which was floatin pnat fou snd shoved the
al «:rfﬁ'um tliu raft ; snd used the board b nn!du:.rn-t el in shore .'1

Chilie Neck Point, but I conld not soecead ; but I osed the chu.ﬂi nd Jodg
oultd, for exercise. Whon I it thé Wreck, T looked a2 my wateh and u u..
vé o alonk. IrJil the man who wﬂ ofy the Bafe with me daid Lie
h: MeKenny, dod lived dt New York; be died abbot dhites o'clock.—
1'."‘HH hhlnﬂ ﬁu:n on Lhe hﬂﬁ I spoourd g hn.'n sivd tofd him (6 thrssh Mid
hﬁ he did for a apell, but sodn gave dp pratty much. When hs died
Hﬁ Fa Ef o the bale ai fﬁa ﬁrur.nu thiit mmmflh ed kim off f1: My hanida
- Lm frozen that | coold not use them at a1l ; while I'Waz on the sonon

d‘aﬂ:h, two o'clock snd (Hpap miles ﬂ'tlm the witeik when she
mi I recollant was seding thie sfoop, #iid I mided my hacdher
: are, hoping they wovld sed me'; [ bidlieve dld.
B y wol F eli hn]r £
th 'Iiﬂl n unt A cottom, with m]r fidat in ﬂid wl,'tal* The cotlon navep
ili ﬂﬂn}ﬁ%mm wars §oio i fhie man who wWaz ombe
Cepolke BFTH) anid childres, l.l:i!l: m Hﬂud them thae lﬂmnlus fic lef
l:pm-e hat be was never befire throagh the Sound, and said he fealed s mhm
Hft‘:‘md' eatd Caplain Comslork's :vliflt:m voad ; thers mre
torrock.  Wae takien off the m:mu Ciptaln Mook ,ni
t whate [ recaived -dn'fr l{ﬂh sttértion. Hnaw
l.h-u -.'rt fiftadn, 3 paard. He 4 era phokél mintars g.M BaTa-
Yice tlien hie his commurndad tha imliﬁuh Povidenes apd
u,‘itz dile Toie; Hq #i@"i, iinn of adnnidbibls decistin of ehe
atesmifioa? for fir yeurd, Whide bn éohie 18 ikie whaol.
W@w’h&:uﬂ bat (hérd Wes'tho aliort tithe fi7  me “
a4 Cpiain tﬂ:lﬁf witah (hé bosi was in aa
Hﬂiﬂtﬁn'll'hh’ the Hife fowmv Hﬂﬁ‘im mi#ﬁuﬂwu

T
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ke frw roome; thinks the fire origivated from the smoke pips; it waa vary
red that night; the eotton was moft likely pilad within two .rlﬂ:q{_'ihl_ stirin
chimney. The liller wan alwayn laft ahipped. Thers wea o w oal aft—
The boat war goiog sbopi 12 Knots an hour, but the engine went gradually
slower until it stopped, sbout llranlg- mingtes alter the first alirm. ., .

The Corooer here read u lettar from Mr. Hall, who sconstructed (he en-
;é:a, to wne of Lhe jurors, sating wbei shre bod the strongest engine ‘he had
theo put in any boat. Thae writer closss hie laiter by spiributing the firs Lo
ong of the followmng sauses: © [t must have takan place from opening -the fire
doors whan the blast was on, or shutiing the dampor and thedsparks gettiy
aul betwaen the boliom and stenm chimmey ; or from the nhimnaj'_'g'etl!u*g :
" bot, and the wood or goods heinE piled so close 10 i :

zamination vesumed. Thinks & boat could go through Hurl Gate with

ehaing, but thinks they would be more likely to part in frosty westher—
Mever saw s sieambont steerad altogether by shains or rods. My impression s,
that if we had chmigs instead of rapes, we could not have mada mn Ispd,—
Baceived P60 per month {or liis services. Never had more apprébpapion of firs
in the Leaington than m any other boat. _ r .

Copt. Curtis Peck, wae nest examingd. Resides naar Hallet's Cove; owns
w steamboat ; has been 1o the habit of running steamboats for many yesrs ; owos
the staamar i’airﬁuld;‘ was formerly in Uhe babil of steering with ‘an iron rod
along midshipe, with = rope 1o each end. This wan in the year 1823 ; naver
uweed any chains ol that time, Aflerwards took off the rods and used fopes in
preforence; took down the rode because | thought the fopss wers more ‘can-
vedient. The next boat I built I had the mdder head extended from Lhe lowsr
throogh the promenade deck; does oot think that a bout Would be as ill:tlz
stoered with @ chain as withi & rope, because you can swer. mors esaily wil
'F:Sﬂl than with chaine; hae tried steering, oliogether wilh chains and iron

s, und made the expermiant on the Comet, o boat of hiz brother's, and be
took them out because the chains purted from the rods oftener Lhan . po os did,
wnd ware niol e0 cooveniently steered with. Would ratber risk his boat or
himsell with ropes thafl chaina; thinks coal can be tsed with s much salely
‘s wood, where the boilers are p adupted to it. :

The inquest was ydjourned to ;Ei: ¥, a1 10 o’'slock.

EIGHTH DAY. - :
. Jobm Fren o oworn, 1 live'at No. M svenue ; am engineer, hars boan
mi:r ms fireman and enginesy eight or ten iv:a-r-;, have bean an engihesr on
board the Lezinglon ; first went on board of her in the fall of 1837, gud contipusd
wcting Lbe prinespal part of the time as engineer. Bhe had o porfect engine, and
her boiler waz & good one ; we had it repaired Iast winter; we put on & new shell °
and chimney loge snd now Im'dgi wall, and pot 8 new btourse of Boller ifon on

the bouom of the smoke pipe.. 1 stayed an board of her uniil the third of No-
vamber lust; believe Capr, Vanderbilt got dissatizfied with m Eervices, was Lhe
reason | left, bot he gave me no ressons untll & day or two Ileft theé boat,

when I mw him. I then ssked him the causs of my removal, snd he gnvE ma
to understand what it wes someathing sbout the discipline of the maen; ha did nok
think thet it was thorough enough, and thought I had mot control mbﬂgh ovVer
the mon; the reason I thought very insufficient, after baing there so long a time.
That waa sli that trasspired between g : he did say something sbant altering
the boat to burn coal, but nothing else ; don’t know what wages his gave the next
engineer ; he pnid me fifty dollars & month , hava never known the Lexington
tu be on fire whila [ was on board of ber , have used eonl, but never used & hlow-
er; have seen ablower paed with wood on board the Marth Americy, and when
the furnace door was opened, Lhe fams wouold come ont four or five feet, ;nﬂ
woulid knook 6 man over; have seen some communications in the mf:rp which-
wern not trag, aa regards my leaving the bont, Tha ardcles 1 al 0 wers
in fespact 10 my leaving her because 1 wes afraid of her, and saying she was a
jll.}iemm bcat, ' h
vderick Hempstead, wworn. Lives in Brooklyn, in Froni-sirest, near Jeck-
A0 ; am 8n enginesr; have been acﬁn%i: that capacity seven of eight yeams,
m eoveral boals; was engineer of the David Brown, which ran betwesssbors
*and Charleston. We burnt cosl on board of that boat with a nginral dmlt; wi
had oo blowers. I considsted the David Brown's fintings for the furnace as snfer
than those of lh"i,h"i"m"' The resson I think them snfer, is, becauss they
did not ues lh_{ lowsrs ; consider blowers as dangurons, unless they ars piy
up suffieiant ; if the shast iron and bridge work is swong encugh, il in not dan-
Eﬂﬂj; have been an enginesr on board the i ans irip, snd that wes
trip bot oms before ahe was Tout; was afreid of fire, bewnnss my brether wid
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ine thut the baat hizd Leen on fire the trip before ; ha told 1.2 1 look cul S e
mlong =ide of the boilers, and said wa should be troubled with the Muwes s

When | was in her wo hod a good desl of diffienliy with thy blowers, and
my brothor told me they were sleo troublesome (o Lim, and had been gser
minge they had ised them  The woed was stowed along side the boiler, o
wia on hre severnl times during ihe trip 1 wes in her. When the Llowers
were in full eperstion, the coals in itmalljl pieces would =ome nut of the tup-
naca doors, i they were open, nnd that was what set \he wood on fira ;—y
hove hewrd my brother say that he eonsidered her a dongerows bout, and equ-
fioned me before | went up, to look oul for fire) ssid be could not siand i
bong, the work wasg ag haed: T consider the more revolutions the blowers muke
the morn dunger there 18 of fire

The brich work on the coner of the bridge wall full down sevaral fimes,
as my brother told me; considered ihe hlower the caose of thewr falling down:
think it was the wind, for wheén the furnace is fiill of conl the wind st g
samewhere, and it forced Uie wall out; ilid not sleep any ail night, hecanse of
my brother's caulion; thera wos nn diffically n extinguishing the fire; thare
wits 1 tank in front of the boiler which would hold fve or six pails uf watne,
which was placed thera for thay purpose, and aleo 1o cool off 1he slice hor which
thay elear I:ﬂ':r clinkers with; would consider myself safy on bourd ol the boat
fter the blowera were altered, provided I waos there 1o keep a good look out.

I ghould consider the boiler on board the Lexington me safs is any other, ifter
her slterations fur burning ceal, with the excepiion of 1he blower On our re-
furn iip we did not wse (he blower, becavse the wheel was bioken, We hod
from 10 ta 12 inches, and up to 21 inclies styam coming down, williout the
blower; don’t think that eo much steam cen be made with a Blower ag withouor;
the reason of iy, [ think is, becuuse ot bluws the heat clear off the wp of 4 emoko
p:'jm S or € feet liigh, Have seocn the smoke pipe red bot within abour € foey
il the promenads deck The chimney war ted bot most of the time on the
trip. hen I went on boord there was o joiner 81 work op board | asked my
brother what e was doing thare; my brother mid tha baot had been on firs,
snd he wad repairing the demege;, he woa repairing e pasing of the sienm
chimney on the larboard side down on the boiler hatch.

Charies B. Smith called —Lives in Norwich, Connecticol | was & firoman on
sonrd the Lexington on (e 13th nf Janoary. The frat time | hasrd the alarm of
fire, won mhout islf past seven o'clock in the evening. 1 wos in wy roem nluu'[;,
on the geard :—thers was u man came in and 1old that the bost was oo fire § lia
nomo was Henry Reed, he was o coal heaver; he did not oy where the fire was,
bt @3id the boat waa all on fire. 1 got eul of my barth; the deor of the roons
wos npony direcily opposite the steam climney, and | saw the promenade deck
and pary of the casing arunnd the chimoey on fire ; weat immedistely into the
crank rodin nnd pul oo the hose, opened the cocks, end tried 1o get 1o the end of
the hase 1o play an the firm, but the fire and amoke prevested ine-. The hose was
l{l'm wlongside of the hulkhead, alongside of the sir pump. | weni nfi of the
rhiafi to get hirath, then T iried to et 1the buskets down that hung over the shaft,
which the fire praventad wme from duing ; then | went aft with the inlention of
getting into the boat, when [ got aft | saw Cupt. Child standing nn. the rail, by
the erane of the boat, on the starbomrd sida, and hieard him sing out for the
apginaer,

The engineer snawered, the captain asked Lim il he coold sop the engine: s

lind it was impossible, as the fire prevanted, and I ihen gol 1o whera Capt.
EETH elood and saw the bow inkle of the boat et away, with (e boot full of
pessauzori—ilie bows nf tlis baat filled witlh water, and sl swunz round on her
storn bnkle Capt. Uhild sung out, hold on 1o 1he boat, he slipped down 1o Lhe
fender, outside of the bulwark. | wlipped over afier him, he stepped into the stern
sheets of the boeal, and | putiny fet on the stamn of ihe boat and huvled iy bucl
and jost a8 | got my frot back 1he siern 1akle was Tat go, bul whatler it was cut ur
mot | don't know. That wos the last | saw of the boat or Captain.  Capt. Child
wae in il baot at the tinee. | gol over thesworn then with the intantion of getting
on to the rudder ; 1 hung by the m‘:1lin§l, licked in thres cabin windows, and
lowerad mysalf down and got on the rodder.

I had stond thare but 3 miinuta o twe, when several sihers came on (here nluo:
did not know ihe numes of any of them, knew one of thwn 1o bo o waiter,  Tliern
waz 4 boy ot over tha wern and 1 told him to drop overboard and get on & bals
of cotton 1 le said he could not swim. | then told him 1o toll soma of them on
deck 1o throw over 8 bale of cotton. Bomea of them hove s bale over, which |
jumped over afler, and gave the boy my place. 1 swam toit. and goton It |
was oft it nntil sbout half pust 1 o'clack. ~ About that time | drifted back 1o the
steamboat and got on her.  There were than 10 or 12 persans hanging to differsat

. parts of the 'M-ﬂi- Mr. Hampatead was one of them, and one of the fremen by
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the nuine of Bauum—Jak Sanils, n waiter—Harry Reed, the mon that ficet wiho
uis, and & small English boy—ancilior caal heavor, his name wiw Willinm —thars
wad & deck bund by the name of Charles, That was nll the womes | hnew @ the
tual wers, na 1 suppoae, pussengers and someo waiters —Lhors wera o ladies. |
stnid (hera unil :fn'nln-d-:, when shy sunk. T skl ghous niidsliipr, vear where
the fira originated.

W scood on the tup of the hips whicl nee put whi the boal by keep lier from
rolling, mnd are made of salid timber, running five and all the bont nearly tha
whole length of hor, under the ghorda; but the guards at this tima were barnt off
I stund thera until she sunk, Afier whe began w £, the rea juinped off.  Alur
#ho sunk I ewam o a piace ol tha gouwvd wod wiili fiar atlers got on i whe ol|
perished befora day-light. Omne of thom was Hueey Reod, and another, George,
the firomsn—the other was the boy T hod given my place an the ruddes—1la
other | don't know ; 1 think they all periabed with the cold, | shook them sround
mnd triad to exercise tham wod ruls them, . | remained ou the pisce of guned uptil
2 weluek in the afternoon, whin [ was then off b the wluop Merchunt, Capitain
Mesher, and was taken o Sonch wit, where [ hnd the Best cure takes of
possthlo | was in iy senscs all the fime, | $WURE ¥ cup o the sloop, bt
ey B seen e hafipe.

by feet wrere budly frozen. and my fngers touched o lite]swinl e fromt : have
heen in tha Lexington ¢ser gince she cummenvced burning soal 5 have knewi er
1 b on fire o the 2d January, on e main deck, alung sido 1he boiler | 1 arigin-
steel froum mome spacks which few ap and cauglt thae deck ; W oatid not b e
much as to make o biazs on dech ; it burut 4 eornor of w box which was ihere,
bt did ot duinage tha guods which werg in it maver knew ler on fim ot an
other tima.  When the Biror of the furnaee js wpehed, the sparks from the eoal 1i3;
At come put, unlees the dumper is down, shich we alwiyg keep open pod fae.
aned open , nmever ssw the hipze tome out ul Lha 'ernu.nn except when
the damper was down: was on board the Lesinglon vn the wip on which Mr.
Fradavick Hempgtead was tho anginesr. Tha buat nor the wood on beord was on
fira during that trip, lomy k:mwlgndge; was np the list hullof the night an thal
trap ancthe poesage down ; we did not have the blowsr uRly bechiea it was broken:
Buw I bricks blown down at any time.

The juiner that was ol work on board &t Lhai titne, was puiting up a limg-
gage Toom, and a1 work around the sngine; never gaw he casing of the atean
chimney on fire ; sliovld think | should hive beard of i il there hud bean & fira on
board ; never board of any cottan teing on fird either on e whaef along side ur
v bonrd the boat; hive seon the chimney red hot,and seen 4 blue fime Cirae aut of
the twp ofthe chimnay, prubably ms much as six ituel,' den't conrider a boat jn oy
mure dangor with o blowsr than withous one; have seen the Juckson's pipe red hot
fram top to bottom, and the flame come out of the pipe 10 or 12 feet ; theve was o
pleniy of hoes to go weaund the boat ; shoubd think thete was about seventy-fivn
pazsengers oo board.  We can make more stenm with blowers than withour;
whan wo are earrying 10 wr 12 inches stvam, take off the bluwer and the steam
will run dowi 0 a3 10 stop on her castre in a short time; have seen the Bleari
run dvwn from 16 inches 1o an inely god & hall'in twanly minutes aflec the blower
won lakien ofl,

Jolm Rymo, sworn,  Lives in McDoogal strect ot s corner of King; am n
enrtman, und stand 4t pier No. 1 North Hiver, The lnst time 1he Lexington-went
out | snw 4 bale of eotlon on fire on ihe deck, at abowut from 12 o do'olock: it Iny
ulang sida of the wood which lay batween it and the Lexington; there was une
cormer of it on fira; i loy by itaelf; don't know whethaor they task @t on board
the Lexingion or not: saw te hands from on board the Lexinglon pavring water
uo it ; did vot see them throw but voe pall oo it ; did et hear any remarka madn
wbout it al the time.

TERMINATION OF THE INQUEST.

T evidenca on this investigation terminated on Thursday afternnon, snd tha
dury nssembled yesterduy at two o'clock 1o determine on their verdior,

"The coranar briefly ngdmaaed them a8 fllows ;.

Gentlamen—I] have no further witnesses 1o produce bafure you, and the inves-
ugution hee arrived at that stage when il beeomes your pecalinr provines 1o cop-
sides and determine on it. It wanld be preposterons in me, 10 altempt Jirectin
the minde ofthis Jury oz to ihe result which they aro to arrve at; for each a
ull ot them ore as capable of understanding e testimony ns{ am. | shall there.
Iore ude no argument, or in any way attempt Lo lead Yo, koowing that you are
fully competent to make up your own minds as to what, under all the ‘circun.
stanced of the case, should be your verdict. | however cunsider it i duty tore-
mark, Lhat my mind remaing 81 this moaient ss undesided g it was Bafore the in
vemigation commeneed, and to me the question remaing involved In o5 maeh mys
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tery ex ewer: Norcuu Lirow all the testinnny whicli has been adduced, come toany
wevanpehinminti , o b st isfied aunn U origuy or conee uf this fre, Yo gemdemen fow.
aver, may be mora GO Do airivo b ome gonclueiod oy e walsjoet,. Rt
in duing s, allow ma o inpress wpoh your miinds the necessity of exercising
il ilwli bigutinn, greal eune, and exlrema canjon Fog never peciaps, did Lthora
gor doeth tothis conmunity, o Coronor's inquest the vomseguences of whicl svare
lilisly tu affecr s mwany, public ond private interesta.  Tiie words of this in nest
will gmagl e bosoms of thoss whoss relatives have perished by this mielancholy
culamity and moy dispose thoin 1o resigradion, or ageraynte 1 gried, ar rording
ain poir vardiet leils thom chat 11 wis owine L unaesidohle aeeident, or to thagnea-
ligence of those in Wheee hunds ey antrusted their lives.  Yoir verdict may
wleo, i o pecuniary poine of vicw, sffect wdlesislly, wot only the mieresis of
Hie Company most immedisrely voncerned i it, bt nlao of seyetyl atlers 5 and
hence, geatlemon, 1he necesaity of gieat eaution iy debeiminmg on your verdict.

You have s right to append o veur verdieg any opifian you mey thivk proper,
ntil you may allher give o verdict simply maying wihot ¥ou think waa phe probu.
Me cause of the deaths ol tho persone un wiiem Yol are helding ihis inquest, aor
you mdy, in addition o such a verdict, stole yauir  opinion s 10 the eutfit of th
boat and the manney in which she wos novigaled. ’;'uu have afes a right 1o ex.
prress yaur npinion ad to whebior the boat was fited wut peeording 1o law, and il
you came te the conclusion that she wes foed out ecording Lo law, it would bo
buir doung justice Lo the Company te say en. Bul I divecting your atiention w thogy

rind which 14 in pour doty (o eonsider god deeiiy ety b will again suy, tha |
wive not lhe most remiote miention to influence your wendict ooe wuy or e
“at i

Tha Jury were then left to eoosider their vordicr, and wfier considerabla lima
bl elnpaed, without any likelibond ofthair being abls 1o agren, the Coroner in-
timared to them thot it was not neeessary for then ull to sgroc on a verdict, but
that in this respedt their powers were similar to those of i grand Jury, nnd that
tmagority of them might rendur = decision. The Jury then dcted in nccordnnee
willy thig inlimatian,

Fhe dury then dalivered the fllowing opinion and verdicr,

From the testimony ndduced before the Court of inguiry by tha Corovner's jn-
rpecst do investigare the cavses which led to the destruction by fire of the steam-
bt Loaington, the iniguiest are of apinien, thot the fire wis communicatod ta ifm

rnmenade deck by the inensa heat of the smoke pipe,or from sparks from thespace
[:rtwwn the smoke pipe ind stenin chimney o0 the fire was firgt setn near ihe caking
ofthe steam chimney, on the promenads deck. They are furthor of apinion, that the
Lexington was n 1 mte bost, with an escellent steam sngine, ond & boiler
suilable for burning wood, but aot coal, with the blowers sttached, Further
mora; it is pur opinien, thed hed the buskets hoon manned at (he commengs-
ment of the flve, it would have heen imnediately extingoishied.  Also, thal in-
ssmbeh us the engine could not be stopped, Gom the prpid progress of the fire,
—with presence of mind of the Gificers und 2 stricy discipling ol the crew, tha
houte could have been lanhched, und o large portion of (he pareengers uod crew
it mot thio whole, might have been snved.

It is the opimion ol this Juri.r tial tin present Inzpectors of Steambonta, either
from ignorenen or negloet, hnve suffered the Steamboot Lexingion to navi.
aute (he Bound st the Unminent risk of the lives amil Ern:nperly ol the nassell.
pera, glving 4 certificale stating a full complisnes with the laws of 1he Unitped
Hiotes, while in uar epinion such was not the case

"That the system as sdapted on board of (he Levington of using Blowrrs on
tomrd of bostd, is dongerous, which lus bean proved to this Jury by competent
withessen.  And that the sopdyet of 1he oficars of the Stesmbost Lexinztun
on the night of the 13h of January, when said steamboat was on fire; deserves
the severest censure of this community; from the ficts proved befure this Jury
Hrat the Captain and Pilor, in the greatest hour of dunger, luft the steambour
w her own guidanee, and songht their own salety, regirdbess of the fate of the
pasetigein.  Tostaad of the Caplain or Pilol retreating to the tiller, aft, when
driven from the wheel-honse, forward, and the ropes thers being burned ol
there being at thal ime « communication 1o the anna tiller, there appeared 1o
bo no othoer thooght bot self preservution,  Anid it arthoe appeura W this Jury
that the odious praostice of carrying eoiton, in un].r?uamiliep, i buard of passes-
zer boaly, in B manner inw |inﬁ it 5hai| b linblo Lo take fire, from sparks, or
heat, fram any simoko pipe or !f;thuf means, doserves pubdic censn e,

Bigned
dumes  Gloaddy, Iﬁuymm E. Burlew, 8. . Haryiott, Tennis Fozx-
kes, Jumes Green, P. M. P. Durands, Jr. Edmunid B, M Vea fi, A.
5, ﬂﬂ-:ﬁf, Abrakam Crevelin, Roberi Bultle, Richard M. Hoe, enry
. vids. :
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Wr sumposing part of the Jury in the case ol the losg af (hs Lezingion, fully
axsnerate und sxculpate Lopt Btephon Manchester from any bline or eaners
afler the hreakiog out of the fire on board,

Hignaed HENJAMIN VINCENT, Foreman
JOEEPH E. MOUNT

YEXDICT.
That Bilas Thuarber, Benjamin Laden, Plitlo Lipmon, Stephen Watedhry, and
—— Bales, havo come to Lheir deaths in congequence of the burning  of the
Bteamboat Lesington, on the pight of the 13U inst. in Long Telamd Bound.

January Jlei, T840,

The N. ¥ork Courier and Enquirer givos the following as the substance
ol what M. Crowley, the 2d mule, would have stated before the mquesi,
if the verdict had been delayed for the reception of his teslimony.

That on the alarm of fice being given, he immediately procesded 1o the
spoet whence it came, and there discovered six bales of vollen ot fire,
which had not then spread 1o any part of the wood work., 'That he itmme .
distely handed up to Capt. Manchester, who was on the promenade deck,
theee paily of water, and thea with the deck hands and waiters conlinued
to draw water and throw it on the fire ; they did so without any confusion,
and with the most strenuous exertion, until they were driven nway by the
sirength of the flames.  That Capl. Child was wmong thera, aiding and di-
recting, and (hat it was not unfil all hapes of saving the boat was gone,
thet Capt. Child, in reply to an inguiry from some of the pasiengers of
** what was to be done,” replied in a collecied manner, Gentlemen, lake
1o the boats,” and then went aft himaelf, which was the last lima Mr. Crnw-
ley saw lim. Crowley also states hat before teaving the wreck, he saw
one of the quarier boats launched by #ome of the passengers, and called o
to them ** to put the plag in the boat ;* that he assisted one of (he passen-

7% Lo throw overboard * the hawser tub,” and another ' 1he chaffing board;'
that he himself at last threw over *nside plank,’ sod jumped on jt ;
soon afterward, swam (o a bale of colton which Aoated neap him, While
on this bale of cotten, he never lost his presence of mind, op his hope of
ﬂnp?l, and noted the different points of Jand which he kmew, re he foaled
past them,

On Tuesday, the norning after Uie migforlune, e saw the sloop Mer-
chant pick up one or two parsons who had been on board, and andeavored,
by holding up his waistcoal, Lo attract their notice, but unavailingly : when
the night of thal day vume on, be thought himeell near Faullland Island,
and expeeled to drift ashore there, but inding himsell exhausted, he, mj-
racolous Lo state, compased himsell on his bale of cotton, wenl to sleep,
ard slept soundly until morning ! This part of hLis stary seemn almost in-
eredible, bul Il has been repeated to us by two individuals, who had it lrom
hia ewn lips, and who zay thut, from lis muanner of relabing it, they have
no doobl of ils truth, uch revived by his slesp, he continued ihrough
the following day io make every exertion his situzlion permitied, to reach
the land, which, however, he dil not do wutil right. When landed, he
sealed the high bank on the shore, and was on the point of sitting down to
rest himsell, when u light 8t a short distsnee aliracted his netice: he im-
medialely got up, wallced in the ditection of tha light, and reached the hos-
pitable wansion of Mr. Hunlingdon, at the moment his son hod just army.
ed there (rom Huntingdon, and was relating to his parents the parliculars
of the loss of the Lexinglon. His unexpected appearance in the little fam-
ily circle, pale and wrelched, with his waistcont wound round his head,
naturally created a sensalion; but he had scarce time to tell 1hat ja wag
one who had escaped from the scene of dealh, ere he received all ihe care
and gllention his silustion required. His feet were badly trosi-bitien, bur
in & few days he will, ne doabt, be sufficiently recevered to reach the chiy.





