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Students, district ﬂounsh in Port J efferson Statlon

BY GEORGE MORAITIS

Somewhere in the “sometime in
between™ period, 1 was a student in the
schoolhouse at 51 Terryville Road in the
Port Jellerson Station-Terryville - Union
Iree # 3 School District, at that time,
called  the Port Jefferson  Station-
Terryville Elementary School. 1 was a stu-
dent there between 1957 and the first part
ol the 1961-1962 school year. In a contest,
the students renamed it the Comsewogue
Elementary School when a new school-
house was built and opened in the second
part of the 1961-1962 school year at 401
Terryville Road in Terryville. The new
school was named Terryville Elementary.

1 was one of the students in Mr. Haar’s
filth grade class, who moved to the new
building after the Christmas holiday vaca-
tion period leaving my beloved school
house behind. T was not happy about that
move. The old school was my home for
many years and my older brother, John
and my sister, Maria, went through the
school before moving onto the Port
Jefterson school district. [ thought [ would
soon follow them. But 1 was wrong. After
graduating from the sixth grade from the
Terryville Elementary School, T returned
to the now named Comsewogue school.
The schoul housed seventh and eighth
eraders. So | did not go downtown. |
thought | would meet up with my siblings
again in the Port Jefferson High School.
Again, 1 was wrong, I continued on to the
new John F Kennedy Junior-Senior High
at 200 Jayne Boulevard in 1965 and grad-
uated with the class of 1969. But that's a

story for another day.

The concept of establishing a school -

district for this area led to a meeting on
April 8, 1874, Prior to this time, students
traveled to the schools in Port Jefferson.
The committee that began our school sys-
tem thought that was a great distance for
our own pupils to walk. So it was time for
our own schools in our own community.
The Port Jefferson school district was
split. The students living north of North
Country Road and Sheep Pasture Road
continued in the district in lower Port
Jefferson. The students to the south of
these two roads would go to the newly
established district. Port Jefferson object-
ed to the idea. However, the new district,
to be called Terryville-Comsewogue
School District Number 38, prevailed and
the line between the two districts still
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Come Celebrate Wlth ch
[n Our Holiday lssucel

Special Opportumty For All Vi]lagc Mcrchauts e
to Advertisc in the Seventh Annual -

Official + s
CHARLES DICKENS
FESTIVAL CUIDE

December 6, 7, 8

Our Village is transformed into
a Victorian Ho[lday Wonderland

A weekend-long, Old Time Christmas Celcbration wi:h. Aunthentic
Festivitics and Enchanting Displays throughout our Hometown,
to attract Holiday Shoppers from Near and Far....

The official Charles Dickens Festival Guide is mailed and distributed
| in select locations in 24 communitics on the North Shore and high traffic locations,
: with a special tiered distribution network.

Call 751-7744 For Details
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5 From the collection of G. Moraitis,
Port Jefferson Station-Terryville Elementary School, ca. 1930

exists today. Mr. Thomas R. Terry, Mr.
R.W Wheeler and Mr. Addison Hulse
became the new trustees.

The first schoolhouse, a restored
Baptist church, was from Northport and
was placed near the future Port Jefferson
Station-Terryville Elementary School on
Terryville Road in Port Jefferson Station.
The pupil population was about 350 at
that time. As the district grew, a vote was
needed for a new schoolhouse and to pur-
chase three and a half acres at a cost of
$47,275. The building would be a one-
story and basement structure with four
classrooms and an auditorium.

The dedication of the building was on
December 5, 1921. The first of many
additions and alterations was made in
1930. As the population grew so did the
building. The board of education in 1930
was Mr. Joseph S. Kessler, president; Mr.
Charles E. Smith; Mr. Arthur D. Rulon;
Mr. Preston E. Terry, treasurer; Mr. David
Baldwin, clerk; Mr. Dodd B. Craft, princi-
pal. By the time I was a student there in
the 1950s, the board consisted of Mr.
Albert H. Ralph, president; Mr. Robert L.
Ball, Mr. Nicholas Caggiano, Mr. Hallan
E. Goldstine, Mr. Donald P. Smith, clerk;
Mrs. Ruth R. Terry, treasurer, Mr. Deane
H. Royce, principal (who was my mother
Alice Poulos Moraitis’ physical education
teacher at the Setauket High School in
East Setauket).

By the 1960s, the board of education
was Mr. Nicholas Caggiano, president;
Mr. Waldemar Sill (who became president
many times), Mr. George N. Trigony, Mr.
Robert E. Woods, Mr. Peter Seitz; Mr.
Donald P. Smith, clerk; Mr. Joseph Busa;
Mr. Deane H. Royce, principal.

The faculty that T had during the 1950s
and early 1960s included Mrs. Ernestine
Gudzik, kindergarten; Mrs. Gertrude
Howe, 1st grade; Mrs. Catherine Budrie,
2nd grade; Mrs. Valentine Curry, Ist. part
of 3rd grade; Mrs. Rosella Gilbert, 2nd.
Part of 3rd grade; Mrs. Dora Browning,
4th grade; Mr. Harold Haar, 5th grade,

From the collection of G. Moraitis,
Inside the Port Jefferson Station-
Terryville Elementary School
whose class moved to the new Terryville
Elementary; Mrs. Marian Kirkland, 6th
grade. Other names that readers might
recognize are: Mr. Frank Chart, Mrs.
Rebecca Thomas, Mr. Werner Schulman,
Mrs. Eugenia Rice, Mrs. Matilda
Dickerson (teacher and librarian), Mrs.
Lormaine Jesaitis, Frances Alvarez, Mrs.
Helen Bellows, Mr. Herbert Goldsmith,
Mr. Clayton Huey, Mr. Harold Abrams,
Mrs. Kathleen Quinn, Mr. Gordon
Jackson, music band teacher; Mrs. Tillie
Krvcoff, nurse teacher; Mrs. Hazel
Warnper, Mrs. Lisa Tillotson, Mr. Paul
Huprich, physical ed. teacher; Mr. Albert
Hess, Mr. Harold Horowitz, Mrs. Eleanor
M. Cox, Mrs. Mary C. Futrell, Mrs.
Harriet B. Hopkins, Mrs. Nancy A.
Hutchinson, Mrs. Thelma M. Osthus,
Mrs. Mary R. Robertson, Mrs. Louise 1.
Tupper, Mrs. Carole G. Walsh, Mr. Robert
Johnson, Mr. Thomas E. Terry, Jr. head
custodian; Mr. Henry Rackowski, custo-
dian; Mr. George M. Smith, Mrs.
Margaret Nystedt, office secretary; Mrs.
Alice Jersey, head cook; Dr. Samuel
Feinberg, school physician, (who deliv-
ered me in 1951).
" Today, the building is occupied by the

Maryhaven Center of Hope Day
Treatment Program at Terryville, and
Terryville Learning Center [Eastern

Suffolk BOCES. But, before all that, and
before more additions were added to the
building that included a cafeteria and
more classrooms, the students ate their
lunches brought in from home in the
classrooms, and milk was delivered 1o
each student. Gym classes were in the
gym/auditorium. Mr. Terry, school custo-
dian adjusted each student’s desk. All the
floors in the building were wooden. Fach
classroom was very large with huge win-
dows and huge coat closet with an in door
and an out door. An American flag and o
picture of President George Washington
were in every room. Civil defense along
with fire drills were conducted on a regu-
lar basis — students went into the hall-

ways, crouched towards the

From the collection of G. Moraitis,
The elementary school, ca. 1980

wall and covered our heads
with our arms and stayed there
until the drill was over.

In the S0s. there were no
buses. Students had to walk 1o
school and home. [ walked
home on the first day of firs
grade after lunch period
because 1 thought you went
home. 1 did not know it was
just a lunch recess period. O
course, they were looking for
me. [ was home. They made
sure | stayed the second day
and every day afier.






